Media coverage of industrial relations issues and audience perception with particular reference to the Wapping dispute. by Zaghlami, Laid.
1344192 (5924419)
ProQuest Number: 10131138
All rights reserved
INFORMATION TO ALL USERS 
The qua lity  of this reproduction  is d e p e n d e n t upon the qua lity  of the copy subm itted.
In the unlikely e ve n t that the au tho r did not send a co m p le te  m anuscrip t 
and there are missing pages, these will be no ted . Also, if m ateria l had to be rem oved,
a no te  will ind ica te  the de le tion .
uest
ProQuest 10131138
Published by ProQuest LLO (2017). C opyrigh t of the Dissertation is held by the Author.
All rights reserved.
This work is protected aga inst unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States C o de
M icroform  Edition © ProQuest LLO.
ProQuest LLO.
789 East Eisenhower Parkway 
P.Q. Box 1346 
Ann Arbor, Ml 4 81 06 - 1346
Media Coverage of Industrial Relations Issues and 
Audience Perception with Particular Reference to 
the Mapping Dispute
Laid Zaghlami
Dissertation Submitted for the Degree of Master of 
Philosophy
Department of Sociology
University of Surrey
December 1988
Acknowledgements
My greatest and deepest gratitude to Mike Procter and Colin 
Tipton, my supervisors who cautiously and patiently guided the 
completion of this research. Thanks are due also to Miss 
Lynda Hulcoop from English Language Institute, who thoroughly 
read and corrected parts of the draft. I am equally grateful 
to the staff of my department of Sociology, for their help.
I am indebted to my country, the Algerian people and 
the Ministry of Information for the financial support. It is 
also with deep affection that I record my debt to my friends 
notably Toufik Djebbabi.
I would also like to acknowledge the moral support 
provided by my beloved Fatiha Djemaoui (Algiers).
Finally, I owe very sincere thanks to my parents in 
Belkheir (Algeria) for their care and love.
MEDIA COVERAGE OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ISSUES AND 
AUDIENCE PERCEPTION WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
THE MAPPING DISPUTE
Contents of Pages
Introduction
Part One:
A)Research on the Media: 5
1)History 52)Approaches and Theories 7
B)Content Analysis Method: 13
1)Definition 142)Rules and Concepts 153)Uses and Applications to the Media 17
C)Media, Audience and Industrial Relations: 20
1)Media: 201.1)Functions 211.2)Structure and Organisation 221.3)Power of Hegemony or Emancipation 23
2)Audience: 262.1)Definitions 272.2)Characteristics 272.3)Conceptions 28
3)Industrial Relations: 293.1 ) Understanding the Concept 293.2)Contexts of Industrial Relations 303.3)New Vision of Industrial Relations 32
D)Coverage of Industrial Relations Issues in Britain: 34
1 )The media in Britain: 341.1)The Media within the System 341.2)Institutions and Services of the Media 35
2)Coverage of Industrial Items: 392.1)The Political and Economic Context 392.2)The Government and Industrial Relations 412.3)Unions’ Attitudes towards the Media 432.4)Recent Studies on the Topic 452.5)Outlines of McQuail’s Research 48
Part Two:
E)The Press and the Readers: 51
1)Press: 531.1)Studies of the Press 531.2)Functions and Features 551.3)Editors and Owners: the Dilemma 57
2)Readers and Readership: 582.1 )Dimensions of Readership 582.2)Public Use and Percetion of the Press 59
F)British Press Industry: 62
1)British Press:Crisis of Technology or Mismanagement 622)Fleet Street: the End of an Era 663)Docklands Option 71
G )Mapping Dispute: 72
1)Highlights of the Dispute 722)Fortress Mapping 763)Murdoch: Tycoon and Citizen of the World 77
H)Analysis of Newspapers Coverage of The Dispute: 80
1)Selection of the Newspapers 812)Techniques Applied 823)Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches 873.1)Distribution of Words 873.2)Analysis of Headlines 943.3)Analysis of Photographs 1013.4)Summary 1044)Categorisation 1064.1)Scheme of Categories 1064.2)Results and Interpretation 1084.3)Synthesis 1145)Conclusion 1155.1)The trends 1155.2)Findings in Popular and Quality Papers 1185.3)Levels and Dimensions of Analysis 120
I)Readers’ Attitudes and Perception of the Press Coverage: 123
1)Prelude 1232)The Social Survey 1252.1)The Sample Design 1252.2 ^Questionnaire Design 1292.3^Characteristics of the Sample 1312.4)Preliminary Results 1332.5)Main Findings and Analysis 144
J)Conclusion 154Appendices Bibliography
Tables and Figures:
Figure 1 
Figure 1.1 
Figure 1-2 
Figure 1.3 
Figure 2 
Figure 2.1 
Figure 2.2 
Figure 2.3 
Figure 2.4 
Figure 3 
Figure 3.1 
Figure 3.2 
Figure 3.3 
Figure 3.4 
Figure 3.5 
Figure 3.6 
Figure 3.7 
Figure 3.8 
Figure 3.9 
Figure 4 
Figure 4.1 
Table 5 
Table 5.1 
Table 5.2 
Table 5.3 
Table 5.4
The Uses and Gratifications Approach Schema 
Alternative Perspectives on Media Functions 
Alternative Powers of the Media 
Media Ownership of Newspapers 
Main Topics in Industrial Relations Items 
Industrial Relations Items in National Papers 
Reasons for Reading Newspapers 
To Which Medium Do You Feel Closest?.
Murdoch’ International Empire
Frequency of Articles in January and February 1986 
Sample of Articles in Each Newspaper 
Distributions of Words 
Frequency of Occurrence of Key Words 
Categorisation of The Sun' Headlines 
Categorisation of The Mail’ Headlines 
Categorisation of The Mirror’ Headlines 
Categorisation of The Times’ Headlines 
Categorisation of The Financial Times’ Headlines 
Categorisation of The Guardian’ Headlines 
Frequency of Categories in Each Newspaper 
Frequency of Categories in All Newspapers 
Characteristics of the Sample
Percentage of Students’ Confidence in Institutions 
Prominence and Credibility of the Media 
Frequency of Watching Television 
Frequency of Reading Newspapers
Table 5.5: Frequency of Reading Items in Newspapers 
Table 6 : Relationship (Faculty and Readingltems)
Table 6.1: Relationship (Faculty and Reading Newspapers)
Table 6.2: Relationship (Faculty and Social Class)
Table 6.3: Relationship (Importance of Media and Faculty) 
Table 6.4: Relationship (Year of Studies and Reading Papers) 
Table 6.5: Relationship (Social Class and Reading Papers) 
Table 6.6; Relationship (Nature of Coverage and Faculty)
Table 6.7: Relationship (Nature of Coverage and Social Class)
Introduction
At a general level, the media are defined in a 
contradictory, vague and sometimes controversial manner. The 
lack of precision and accuracy in defining them has helped to 
perpetuate sentiments of uncertainty and scepticism. Thus, on 
the one hand, they are regarded as unfair, biased and a threat 
to our privacy. On the other, they are seen as a mirror to
- T-promote opinions and ideas.
However, the facts reveal that different people read, 
listen and watch the media for different reasons at different 
times. Undoubtedly, the media have become an intrinsic part of 
our private and social life. In certain circumstances they 
play unchallenged roles and exert pressures on groups or 
individuals. At the same time they contribute to social 
integration and emancipation.
In the present study, the aim is to find out how the 
media in Britain portray and present articles on industrial 
relations regarding the impartiality or the biased nature of 
the coverage. In other words, do the media cover fairly and 
objectively industrial relations issues?. Highlights of some 
recent studies on this subject are proposed in this study. 
Further and in detail, research has been carried out on the 
press report of the 'Mapping Issue’; An item of industrial 
relations which illustrates the controversy surrounding new 
technology and its social and economic implications.
With regard to the press coverage of this industrial 
action, the present research aims at discovering which side in 
this dispute has a prominent and favourable coverage. The 
other dimension of the study is to assess the readers' 
attitudes and perception of the press report of that item in 
relation to their year of studies and their educational and 
social background.
Content analysis and social survey are the main methods 
applied. Thus, in the first instance, the content analysis 
method is implemented to scrutinize content of articles and 
editorials on the so-called 'Mapping Dispute'. It allows us to 
find out how this item of social interest within industrial 
relations was portrayed and reported. The main question is 
whether the press portrays impartially and fairly this item 
regardless of the political and economic context?.
The survey, however, deals with students' perception 
and opinions about the press coverage of the dispute. In fact, 
it consists of self-completion questionnaires and in-depth 
interviews. At this level, the hypotheses concern variables 
of year of studies, education and social class of the students 
and how these variables affect students' attitudes towards the 
media and the press coverage of the Mapping dispute.
Obviously, it will be inappropriate to look at just 
one single item (in this case: Mapping) and draw conclusions 
without referring to previous studies on this matter. Among 
them are those carried out by McQuail, The Glasgow University
Media Group, Hartmann and other studies of relevance to the 
present research.
The structure of the research is divided into two main 
parts. The first part presents a general review of the media 
coverage of industrial relations in this country, whereas the 
second one looks into the specific item of Mapping and how the 
press covered it.
Thus, after the introduction, the first chapter 
examines the history, approaches and theories of media 
research, followed by the content analysis method, its 
application to the media and the press in particular. The 
critical review in chapter three shows a variety of views and 
functions of the media, the audience and industrial relations. 
A presentation of the system of media, services and 
institutions and the way they cover industrial relations 
issues are also suggested.
Further, the policy of the present government towards 
the unions and particularly industrial items ( another area of 
interest developed by some studies) is examined in chapter 
four. Chapter five proposes some frameworks to study the press 
in relation to its features, functions and characteristics. 
The second part of this chapter refers to the dimensions of 
readership and the impact (if any) of what people read on 
their opinions.
The next chapter analyses the British press in the 
present and future, in the wake of the era of new technology
and its social, economic and journalistic implications. 
Chapter seven highlights the events of the Mapping Dispute. In 
fact, this strike has to be perceived and analysed within the 
context of the present state of the press.
The next two chapters concern the empirical approach 
to the issue through the content analysis of six newspapers, 
followed by a social survey on the readers’ attitudes and 
perception of the press coverage. How did they react to what 
happened in Fleet Street in general and the Mapping plant in 
particular?. It is important to mention that, the sample of 
students in the survey is not as representative as it should 
be (because of lack of time and resources). Nevertheless 
tentative conclusions can be drawn on questions raised, 
particularly on the correlation between readership and social 
origin on one hand, and press coverage of industrial issues 
and students' perception of it on the other hand. The last 
chapter concludes this piece of research, by interpreting the 
findings and suggesting new directions and areas of research.
A)Research on the media:
1)History of the research:
Research in this field has broadened since the 1930’s and 
1940s. Early studies focused on the power of the media and 
their influence on people’s opinions and beliefs. Amongst 
the early pioneers, was Lasswell (1949), who applied an 
experimental approach to political issues, orientated to the 
idea 'who says what, to whom, through which medium with what 
effects’. Katz and Lazarsfeld (1955) were interested in the 
factors and roles of the media in the life of the audience.
Klapper (1960) acknowledged that the media-effects are 
weak, therefore the idea of media omnipotence, which was for 
some time valid was no longer entirely accepted. Instead, 
Klapper suggested that the media tended to reinforce existing, 
commonly held opinions. They may succeed in reinforcing the 
status quo and contributing to the maintenance of the social 
and political system.
However, scientific investigations carried out in a 
context shaped by media interests did not achieve conclusive 
results (Schramm, 1964). But recent studies (Halloran, 1967) 
have drawn attention to people in their social context by 
looking at what people know rather than at their attitudes 
and opinions. Further possible directions of media research in 
the future are proposed by C.R Wright (1987). He suggests the
study of changes and differences, which have occurred over 
time and among diferent societies. Further, how individuals 
depend on the media for information.
In fact, a literature review has been provided from 
the diversity of studies. Most of the literature has analysed 
the media impact in different contexts. As a consequence, the 
findings displayed divergent models and patterns. Besides, 
research approaches vary from country to country, from time 
to time and within the country, from group to group or to 
individuals.
Therefore, the question of conceptualization and the 
choice of an effective approach are raised (Bennet, 1981). He 
argued that ’most researchers are not dealing with different 
theories about the same media but with different theories 
about different concepts of the media’. The pertinent example 
of the divergence of views came from classical empirical 
studies. These admitted that the media had little influence 
and that their role consisted of consolidating the values and 
attitudes of audience members. On the other hand, the orthodox 
theory advocated the omnipotence of the media.
In this research, some of the approaches that are 
discussed, include:
a)The neo-Weberian approach which stresses the market, 
organisation and production of the media.
b)The neo-Durkheimian approach which focuses on culture.
c)The neo-Marxist approach which emphasizes the
ideological and hegemonic role of the media (Schudon, 1987). 
Other relevant approaches are examined in the next section, 
which suggest a plausible way of studying the media:
2)Approaches and Theories
2.1)Main Approaches:
a)The Media-Effects Approach 
McQuail (1984) has defined this approach as 'the effects of 
the media on the public through different frames and it can be 
explained by sociological theories*. Indeed, the media can 
exert pressures on the audience. They identify the ruler and 
ruled, the powerful and powerless, the masses and elites. This 
approach measures, forms and shapes the attitudes and opinions 
of the audience.
McQuail proposes different angles to examine the media- 
effects approach.
1 )The media effects are power of persuasion and influence.
2 ) Individuals’ attitudes are formed, changed or confirmed 
when exposed to the media.
3) The social totality and media influence individuals’ 
opinions.
However, the opponents of this approach argue that 
McQuail fails to give an objective and valid approach to 
explain such a complex process. It lacks a clear definition 
of the social reality in which the media content is created. 
Further, the degree and the media-effects are not defined.
b)The Uses and Gratifications Approach:
Here, the emphasis is placed on members of the audience in 
accordance with their own needs (Blumer and Katz, 1974). It 
is an alternative way of looking at the relation between media 
content and audience. In theory, this approach is presented as 
follows:
Figure 1: The uses and gratifications approach schema:
[social, psychological origin]II(expectation of the media)
Igenerate differential pattern of media exposure
I[results in needs, gratifications]
Source: The Audience, Unit 7 and 8 The Open University 1977
In practice, this approach has been widely applied. 
McCombs (1981) has used it in several studies to determine the 
motives and reasons that lead to newspaper readership and the 
personal, psychological rewards that result from reading them. 
For example, an individual has a fundamental need for social 
interaction. He expects to fulfill this from his consumption 
of the media. It is more likely that, what he wants is 
determined by his background and needs. Hence, he takes what 
is usable for him or what will function in his life.
However, this approach is regarded as individualistic 
in method, therefore it is inappropriate to apply it to a 
large group of individuals.
c)The Cultural Studies Approach:
This approach reveals how ideas and values are transmitted 
through media messages. It focusses on the study of the codes 
meanings of the messages and the manner in which the audience 
decodes, understands and negotiates them. Furthermore, how the 
audience receives the messages is regarded as essential to 
reach a consensus of opinion.
Habermas (1979) insists on the question of the system 
codes, in which messages are cast and the nature of meanings 
through which they are processed. The message itself is vital 
to interpret, understand the audience which is asked to share 
various codes and expectations and be familiar with certain 
codes. This approach conceptualises the culture as inter­
related to social practices and values which is considered as 
means and values. Furthermore, it develops distinctive social 
groups and classes regarding the historical condition and 
determination of the media content and audiences expectations.
Hall (1975) refers to the asymmetry of this process as 
on the one hand, the majority of the audiences select their 
"preferred version and interpretation'. On the other hand, 
they interpret messages in different ways. Hall attributes 
the lack of a uniform interpretation to social background and 
personal preferences.
d)The Social Cultural Approach:
This approach considers the media as social institutions and
mass communication as a social process. It sets up principles 
to define the framework in relation to the social and 
cultural context:
1)The audience must not be singled out, nor the message 
from the whole social process of the communication.
2) The communicator and the receiver have an interdependent 
communie ation.
3)The message should be regarded as one link in a long 
chain of communication.
4)A11 individuals involved have a place and role in the 
social structure. The messages flow from one individual or 
group to another.
Defleur (1982) sets up a model for media research.lt 
is portrayed as an intrinsic web of connected institutions and 
subject to the impact of social and economic conditions.
In sum, research on the media which has produced a 
variety of approaches and theories, still faces difficulties. 
Halloran (1964) point out that ’one major difficulty, which 
obstructs the research, is a lack of theories and those 
proposed, have failed to keep pace with the techniques'. He 
concludes that ’most of the work carried out so far, has been 
descriptive rather than analytical’. Nevertheless the lack of 
an accurate framework for the research on the media might be 
in itself a source of motivation and richness for further 
analysis.
The next section highlights basic theories applied in 
the media study regarding the political and economic context.
10
2.2)Theories:
The media have been studied by different schools and scholars. 
They suggested various approaches and theories dealing with 
the power and structure of the media,
a)The Conspiracy Theory:
This theory stipulates that the definition and the 
interpretation of political controversies, are determined by 
the ruling political ideology. There is a sort of "collusion’ 
between the media and state. The journalists are no more than 
ideological agents, whereas the audience is regarded as a mass 
of isolated individuals, deprived of knowledge and information 
Indeed, the ideology of the dominant class imposes and seeks 
an "appropriate image and conception of the world’ on the 
people, who are kept unaware or informed in such a way as to 
sustain "their conspiratorial view’.
b)The Displacement Theory:
This theory provides a different perspective on the part 
played by the media. The image of the media is thought not to 
confer authority, but rather to construct these perspectives 
and present them as part of society as a whole.
c)The Laissez-Faire Theory:
Here the media do not attempt to shape or mould events, but in 
contrast provide objective information for the public, who in 
return make up their minds in a rational manner.
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e)The Cognitive Theory:
This framework explains that in general, people seek to ease 
and minimize the psychological discomfort of incompatible 
values and beliefs. Then, the use of the media may contribute 
to continuity, social control, integration and motivation.
f)The Mirror of the World Theory:
This theory is regarded as a view to reality and a window to 
the outside world. It provides an objective image of what is 
occurring.
g)The Cultivation Theory:
The significance of the social environment comes not from the 
forces of the masses, but from the creation of shared views of 
selected events by delivering to them a technologically 
produced message system (Gerbner, 1986). Here, the media offer 
a uniform and relatively consensual version of social reality 
and consequently the audiences are accultured in relation to 
that version.
In brief, studies of the media have progressed and an 
increasing amount of work has been devoted to understanding 
the languages and other forms of the media. With regard to the 
present research, some approaches are considered to analyse 
how for instance, the readers use the media, namely the press? 
For which purposes and what gratifications they get from the 
papers they read?. Indeed, this conception has to be examined 
within the social and cultural context in which the press
12
works: a context shaped by the economic and political policy
of the present government. Besides, these approaches will be 
discussed with respect to the frameworks of the media in this 
country.
Prior to this, the study of the audience and how 
people make sense of media content, have helped to discover 
how the meanings have been originally encoded (Levy and 
Windhall, 1978). The media content happens to be one of the 
most voluminous sets of data, explaining much about society 
and their accessibility over time and across frontiers. In 
fact, the use of content analysis technique has contributed to 
analysing messages and studying the media with respect to its 
social, political and cultural context.
B)Content Analysis Method:
Content analysis is a long established method in the social 
sciences. It is used for making inferences from texts and 
providing interpretations of symbolic significance. Content 
analysis method has been applied to test hypotheses in 
conjunction with other techniques applied in social research. 
Recently, there has been a re-emergence of interest in this 
method, encouraged by the rapid growth of data processing and 
computerisation.
In practice, researchers in this area have advocated 
different approaches. Wong (1979) suggests the quantitative 
approach as a statistical technique for obtaining descriptive 
data on content variables. It provides objective and reliable
13
observations about their frequency. The qualitative approach 
refers to a number of different aspects of research procedure. 
In a conciliatory approach, Kracauer(1982) suggests a 
synthesis of both of them to compare and contrast the results 
extracted from their implementation. In fact, the empirical 
approach is based on the use of computing facilities and 
package programs in textual analysis. However, this approach 
requires an intellectual process to grasp and analyse meanings 
of the statistical findings in terms of categories (Mochmann, 
1987).
This brief introduction gives an idea of approaches 
used throughout this period where content analysis has gained 
accuracy and credibility, supplemented by an abundance of 
definitions.
1 )Definitions of the Content Analysis Method:
Berelson (1952) defined this method as 'a research technique 
for the objective, systematic and quantitative description of 
the manifest content of communication’. Further, Holsti 
(1969) suggests that this method is ’a general analysis and 
description 'of the manifest content of text’. This technique 
sets out to characterize, condense and elucidate the content 
of the media by revealing features, which are not necessarily 
apparent at once. Furthermore, content analysis describes the 
characteristics of the communication in terms of semantics 
and syntactics.
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Osgood (1957) defines it as 'a procedure whereby one 
makes inferences about sources and receivers from evidence in 
the message they exchange'. Stone (1966) proposes an 
analytical approach to grasp the text and defines it as 'a 
research technique for making inferences by systematically and 
objectively identified characteristics within the text'. 
Recently, Krippendorff (1980) has described it as 'a research 
technique for making replicable inferences from data to their 
context'.
2)Rules and Concepts of Content Analysis:
a)Rules:
At an early stage of the research, the analyst is required to 
answer the question of the purpose of applying this method. 
He ought to know to which data the questions are related and 
analysed. Afterwards, he has to define the frequencies 
analysis (what is the question?), the scale of intensity (what 
is important?), the qualitative analysis (what is right?), and 
the contingency (what is related to what question ?). Here, 
the contingency is applied to test the structure in a message 
by the units of content and categories.
In practice, Wimmer (1987) has suggested the following 
steps to implement this method:
1)The analyst sets up hypotheses and questions
2)He selects a sample and defines categories
3)He reads codes of the content
15
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4)The coding units:
They concern themes, codes in relation to the time 
element, mode expression, condition and statement etc...
Indeed an adequate coding is fundamental to the 
description of how data sheets are used and administered. 
Then, the text is divided into units, involving counting 
length and frequency of occurrence of the units eg: headlines 
articles and paragraphs.
The other dimensions of content analysis are validity 
and reliability. Holsti (1969) suggested that this method is 
objective and valid when its measure and procedure are 
reliable. 2 MHe worked out reliability as: ______ where M is theN1+N2
number of coding decisions on which two coders agree. N1 and 
N2 refer to the total number of coding, decided by the first 
coder and the second respectively.
3)Uses and Applications of Content Analysis:
The use of content analysis is the generation of cultural 
indicators (beliefs, values, traditions, ideologies or other 
cultural systems). At a macro-level, this technique uses the 
culture to assess the relationship between economic, cultural 
and political changes. At the micro-level, however, it refers 
to the media, texts and newspapers.
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a)Uses in the Media:
Content analysis describes the text derived from a source in 
several ways, in different situations and across different 
audiences. The research design insists on characteristics of 
the communication process, analyses techniques of persuasion, 
readability, flow of information and style.
Thus, the knowledge extracted from the sources is a 
valuable aid in assessing the strength or the weakness of the 
press sources and their thematic content. The press content 
transmits political communication, shaped by the economic and 
political system. It is also known that the content analysis 
method is applied to describe attributes of messages through 
the process of transmission and reception.
In sum, this method is widely used. The availability 
of programs in textual analysis (Cocoa, Ocp, Textpack) is a 
significant testimony of its success. Regarding the present 
research, a programme called TextpackS is applied. It has been 
released by Mohler and Zuell (West Germany 1987) suitable for 
quantitative analysis and data management in qualitative text 
analysis. It offers different operations and facilities 
through several sub-programs :
a)Sentence: It transforms the raw text files into a text pack 
system. The text can be automatically divided into sub-units.
b)Senmerge: It helps to correct and supplement existing files
18
a file of single words.
d)Freq: It counts word frequencies for the entire text
e)Kwic: It is designed to represent in context words, words 
roots or multiple word combination
f)Xreff: It generates a list of the words of a text with 
references to where they occur (index).
g)Wordcomp: It compares the vocabularies of two texts directly
h)Tagcoder: It is designed to code a text with the aid of a 
predefined vocabulary (content analysis dictionary, list of 
the most frequent words, list of synonyms etc...).
b)Analysis of Press Content :
Content analysis of newspapers has to answer some basic 
questions. Do newspapers provide fair coverage of news?, ie: 
Do they report the events fairly and fully or not?. How can 
this method measure bias and distortion in the text etc...?
In the present study, this method seeks to analyse and 
examine editorials and commentaries of newspapers during the 
“Wapping dispute’. In other words, a thorough analysis is 
carried out from these papers by looking at the intensity of 
the editorials (in terms of approval or disapproval) and the 
attitudes of the editors and reporters towards the issue. At 
the same time, the way the issue is presented, is examined in 
relation to the present social, economic and technological 
context. Indeed, the analysis of press content is a 
barometric check on articles and items with respect to their 
performance, their impartiality and differences of reporting 
the issue.
19
The next chapter presents a critical review of the 
three areas of this research namely the media, the audience 
and industrial relations in relation to Britain.
C)Media, Audience and Industrial Relations:
l)The Media:
The study of media organisation is essential in order to grasp 
how the media operate in the social and political system. So 
essential are the content, the selection, the control and the 
creation of messages. Although it is difficult to specify how 
the influence process works, the development of communication 
has served to integrate more people through the process of 
socialization. The media have become the central features of 
modern society and the dependencies that individuals or groups 
may have on them, are determined by the social system and 
culture (McQuail, 1987).
The definition of the media necessitates a reference 
to their social institution, organisation and context. The 
institutions, for instance which embody the spirit of one or 
more press theories, provide general and enduring rules of the 
game for handling questions of function or roles in society. 
Nevertheless, their system of organisation helps to inter­
relate different media and occupations and influences the 
activities and roles of those who work in them. This aspect is 
considered as a specific setting in which the production 
process takes place.
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The media cover the whole environment of information 
and communication, though this description is insufficient 
with regard to their power, their functions and organisation 
in society. The media process produces and requires several 
organisational units and bodies for distribution.
1.1)The Functions of The Media:
The media are considered to be communicators, legitimating 
values, norms, conferring status, validity, setting agenda and 
holding functions for individuals and society.
In society, the media provide information, explanation 
and interpretation of the meanings of events. They also offer 
entertainment, mobilize and campaign for societal objectives 
in the sphere of politics. For individuals, however, they 
assist in finding out about relevant events and conditions in 
society and the world. They reinforce personal values and 
self-education. Further, they provide a basis for relaxation 
and social interaction (figure 1.1).
Besides these functions, Lasswell (1960) listed three 
basic elements that comprise the activities of the media:
a)They have the function of surveillance of the environment
b)They have a role of correlating the parts of society
c ) They transmit the social heritage from one generation to 
the next.
Wright (1960) adds the function of entertainment. 
Lazarsfeld and Merton (1960) suggest the ethical function
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where the media uphold social norms and values.
Figure 1.1: Alternative Perspective on Functions of the Media
Society/Nation
Îintegration goal-attainment dominant class control media owners
power profit status
mass communicators worksatisfaction Mass Mediaaccess means of control orsource of change\ subordinatevoices in society information,culture classusesIMedia Audience
Source: "Mass Communication Theory" McQuail 1987, p75
1.2)The Structure and Organisation of The Media:
The relationship of the media to institutions and political 
organisation determines their role in the situation 
(Gurevitch, 1982). Therefore the organisational structure of 
the media in society and the cultural aspects which affect the 
nature of the products of the media have to be considered. In 
addition, there is the dimension of who owns or finances them.
The media system is intricately involved in aspects of 
the life of the audience. It is also a means by which it can 
be known how they operate links to the whole social system 
(Curran, 1986). In media organisation, there is a sort of 
internal division of labour and role. Murdock and Golding 
(1977) point out the political and economic dimensions of 
media institutions which analyse the structure of ownership.
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the control, the cultural aspects and explained according to 
their economic determination.
1.3)The Power of Emancipation or Hegemony?.
Who controls the media and in whose interests?. Who can get 
access to them and on what terms?. Whose version or conception 
of the outside world prevails and how effective are the media 
in achieving their ends?. These questions are in fact intended 
to define the media power in society where much of this power 
takes forms of manipulation. Mills (1969) identifies the 
'monopolistic control of the media' which denies contact with 
real experience and frustrates the emergence of public opinion 
and participation (figure 1.2).
Carey (1969) mentioned the rise of the 'centrifugal 
force of the media' which generates a differentiation between 
class, interest group and occupation. The second dimension is 
the 'centripetal force' which is related to centralisation and 
massification. Furthermore, Carey acknowledges that the media 
tend to block out values, attitudes and groups threatening the 
basis of social order.
Indeed, the media hold critical positions during some 
political changes in relation to their role in information and 
propaganda. Marcuse (1964) highlights 'the impotence of the 
media which deprives us of the capacity for critical thought, 
essential if we are to change the world'. The real trouble is 
that they promote a levelling mediocrity at the expense of 
true values of individual excellence and accused of spreading
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the cultural ideology of the ruling class. 
Figure 1.2: Alternative Powers of the Media
idominance 1 pluralism
societal 1  ruling class 1 1  or dominant elite 1 competing political,social cultural interests andsource I 1 groups
media }under concentrated 1ownership and of [an uniform type
many and independent of each other
Î standardized,routinized, production i controlled creative,free,original
content and world
1 selective and coherent 1decided from 'above' diverse and competing responsive to audience activeview
audience [dependent, passive 1organized on large scale ! fragmented, selective, i reactive and active
effects 1confirmative and strong 1 of established social Î order
inconsistent and numerous 1 predictability of 1 direction, but no effect
Source: " Mass Communication Theory" McQuail, 1987 p86
This conflicting power of the media has in practice 
led to more misunderstanding and misuse. On the one hand, they 
have the power of social and cultural promotion, through the 
process of socialization. On the other hand, they are really 
an obstacle for any prospect of democracy and freedom. They 
are sometimes used as weapons to undermine the principles of 
that democracy and maintain a partial view of the world.
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Thus, McQuail has shown the occurrence of both the 
repressive and emancipatory role of the media. In certain 
circumstances, the media are centrally controlled, with just 
one transmitter and many receivers. Here, consumer behaviour 
is passive because the owners and proprietors of the media 
exert strict pressures on the consumer.
Hall (1979) explains the repressive use of the media 
as hegemonic and dominant. In his words 'hegemony exists 
when a ruling class is able, not only to coerce a subordinate 
class to conform to its interests, but exerts total social 
authority over classes and social forces as a whole'. Here, 
the media are part of the political and social system, in 
which they remain orientated within the power system and 
defined by the political and economic structure. Curran (1986) 
adds the factor of legitimacy that the media offer and confer 
to some individuals, who in return use them as an instrument 
of social power. By contrast, the emancipatory role allows 
the mobilization of the masses, sustained by the interaction 
of the individuals involved.
In short, the media have a powerful role which can be 
used or misused at any time, although this power can be seen 
or formulated in a variety of ways such as the effectiveness 
to persuade and inform. Indeed this aspect depends actually 
on legitimacy, authority and support in a society. Therefore, 
the media ought to be fairly used as they can be a means to 
repress, undermine and usurp people's freedom and democracy.
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If the power of the media is not the central question 
in this research, the issues do concern how and by whom this 
power is wielded?. Halloran (1964) proposes a new vision by 
getting away from the habit of thinking in terms of ' what 
people do to the media' and substitutes for it the idea of 
'what people do with the media'.
Instead of viewing the media acting upon individuals, 
the audience has to be regarded as acting upon media content 
to which they expose themselves. Balle (L'Express 22/5/87) 
believes that the media are powerful because of the weakness 
of the readers and viewers. Indeed some light is thrown on 
this opinion in the next section, as well as the relation and 
attitudes of the audience towards the media.
2)The Audience:
The audience is a central parameter to grasp the relationship 
between media and society. It emerges as a significant part of 
the system in which media content is integrated into political 
social and economic realities. This is related to the social 
structure where some individuals can have greater access to 
the media because of their political status. Paletz and 
Entman (1981) raise the question of opportunities for the 
audience and its ability to control some aspects of the 
media, which is then translated into political power.
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2.1)Definitions :
Jarvie (1970) defines the audience ' as typically incoherent 
unstructured group that has no social organisation, no body'. 
In the same way, Escarpit (1981) perceives it as 'a group of 
people from different strata assembled around a particular 
programme type'. Indeed the media are defined by the audience 
who in turn is seen as a large and heterogeneous group in 
composition (Blumer and Katz, 1974). It is not only composed 
of consumers, who passively accept anything that the media can 
offer, but an active group of individuals. He can consume the 
media in the context of his personal and social purposes.
However, one may wonder whether the audience can 
influence the media content or not?. How powerful is it?. 
How are audiences values and beliefs influenced by what they 
hear and see?. The answers require a prior knowledge of the 
characteristics of this audience.
2.2)Characteristics:
Morley (1980) describes the audiences as aggregates of viewers 
readers and listeners. They are number of personalities within 
demographic, social and cultural characteristics of interests.
a)There are personality and educational differences:
Some people are more easily persuaded than others, some can 
understand more complicated arguments and so on...
b)The public is situated in a variety of social settings: 
One person may be liberal, another is more conservative.
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c)The attitudes that one has may vary:
One may be deeply involved or have no attitudes at all.
d )Some external events can affect audience's attitudes and 
shape opinions.
The personalities within the audience have to be 
perceived and examined in the appropriate context regarding 
their characteristics. Thus, a person with high intelligence 
and education is likely to have more basis for his opinions 
than an illiterate person. Similarly, people who express a 
moderate degree of anxiety are most easily persuaded 
(McGuire, 1973). Curran and Seaton (1985) revealed that the 
reaction of the audience is determined by age, class and 
beliefs, emphasizing that the working class audience is the 
most vulnerable group.
2.3)Conceptions:
There are many ways of conceiving the audiences and three of 
them are developed in this section:
a)The egotistical view:
This view enables the person to think of the audience as a 
relatively inert mass. It is seen as egotistical because it 
attributes more power to communicators.
b)The audience as a body of individuals:
This body may decide whether they will be influenced or not by 
what they see, hear and watch. The audience is regarded as a 
public or social group, brought into a social unit through 
mutual recognition or problems for which common solutions have
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to be sought. In spite of this, some people tend to expose 
themselves to communication in which they are interested. They 
avoid what might be irritating or incompatible with their own 
opinions.
c)The audience as market:
The audience is considered as potential customers of products 
and plays commercial roles in the market.
The audience has its internal structure, differences 
of interest, attention and effects which are associated with 
social differentiation. Its relationship to the media is 
related to the appropriate context because various factors are 
involved. In spite of this, the audience remains a valid 
parameter to define the media with regard to the political, 
economic context and personal factors of the audience.
3)Industrial Relations:
The third dimension of this research concerns the industrial 
relations issues and more precisely the 'Wapping dispute'. It 
is perceived within the present state of the British printing 
industry which has entered a new era of technology. These 
changes in the industry will undoubtedly have different 
implications for the workforce and future of trade unionism.
3.1)The Concept of Industrial Relations:
Understanding the concept of industrial relations requires the 
analysis of its history and organisation in society. However, 
in the present research, the emphasis is placed on its
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contemporary political and technological environment. In 
fact, a better understanding of industrial relations is based 
on the knowledge of the environment and appropriate context in 
which they operate. For instance, in Britain, industrial 
relations are different from other nations. The bastion of 
the industrial revolution has recently generated a series of 
labour relations bills to 'curb' the power of the unions. The 
next section illustrates the long process of industrial 
relations with respect to the different contexts,
3.2)Contexts of Industrial Relations in Britain :
Britain is still a class society. Industrial conflicts are to 
some extent the result of present social, economic and 
political values. Since Mrs Thatcher came to office the 
industrial climate has markedly changed. Conflicts tend to be 
less violent and less frequent because of the decline of 
industry and introduction of legislation on industrial 
relations (J.Lloyd in Financial Times 15/5/87). However, the 
knowledge of industrial relations depends on the analysis of 
the forces which shape and sustain it and the context within 
which industrial relations have grown (Panitch, 1986). Thus, 
the concept of industrial relations and its contexts is 
presented with regard to its past, present and future in 
Britain.
a)The Economic Context:
Economic factors affect industrial relations issues. The 
present government advocates a policy of monetarism and
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efficiency. In practice, this is illustrated by the process of 
privatisation and the intervention of market forces. The 
reduction of spending in the 'uneconomic areas' and social 
services are part of the current economic policy.
b)The Political Context:
There is a resurgence of capitalistic values. The return to 
the practices of classical capitalism has occurred after the 
election of the Conservative government in 1979. These values 
have been reiterated since the General Election of June 1987. 
Probably, these changes are the consequences of the central 
features and the ' abusive power' of trade unions in the 
British political system (Taylor, 1980).
c)The Technological Context:
Changes in technology inevitably affect industrial relations, 
and create new production systems (Martin, 1981), Furthermore, 
they shape the occupational structure of the labour market. 
Although the shift to a new technology is inevitable, the 
question is how this process can be applied without bringing 
about more industrial disputes and strikes.
Since 1979 the new economic context of industrial 
relations has affected the relationship between employers, 
workers and their representatives. In addition, unemployment 
and new technology continue to enforce a restructuring of the 
workforce. As a consequence, there have been changes in 
employees attitudes to management.
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The industrial relations revolution has led to about 
40 cases in which the arbitration service (Acas) documented 
companies abolishing their recognition agreement with the 
unions. Increasingly the collective bargaining machinery has 
been replaced by individual contracts. Hence, it seems that 
new technology and flexible working practices have contributed 
to changes.
3.3)The New Vision of Industrial Relations
A "new realism" is conceived in industrial relations in the 
wake of Conservative economic policy (advocating strike free 
deals, single union etc...). This new pragmatic view is shared 
by some unions, who claim that they have to survive a hostile 
climate emanating from employers and government. Yet partisans 
of this new vision argue that if the unions and workers are to 
meet the challenge of the future, they have to abandon the 
'rigidities' of the past, be ready to change and opt for 
genuine partnership.
In this context, the electricians union (EETPU) which 
has 360,000 members is a vivid example of the "new realism". 
This union hires workers but once inside the plant, workers 
are on individual contracts, wholly at the disposal of the 
management (The Guardian January 24 1987). As far back as May 
1988, the EETPU was thinking of leaving the trades union 
congress (TUC) or to being expelled from it because it would 
not break no strike deals which it had already signed (in the 
Wapping case). Indeed, at their conference in Bournemouth 
(September 1988), the TUC decided overwhelmingly to expel the
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EETPU. This situation is interpreted as a conflict of two 
philosophies of trade unionnism, which may destabilise the 
inter-union recruitment war with companies throughout the 
country ( The Economist June 4 1988).
Will this "new realism" last and will the new pattern 
of industrial relations succeed?. Will it change when economic 
climate improves?. The future will confirm or infirm this new 
vision, which admit the existence of a crisis in the union 
movement (a crisis caused by the decline of membership which 
has led to intense inter-union rivalry). For instance, the May 
1988 Employment report recently published, noted that there 
was a decline of 2.6% in union membership and 20.7% lower 
than the 1979 peak. There has been a decline in the number of 
manual workers in unionised establishments and there are large 
regional differences. The general anti-union ethos promoted by 
the government has contributed to the poor public image and 
status of the unions (The Independent 5/2/88).
In the end, will the political, social and economic 
changes which have been occurring, improve the social system, 
or just be an attempt to change an order which is in gradual 
collapse? The possible responses lie in some of the facts: 
Where 1% of the population own 42% of personal wealth, 5% 
posses 75% and 10% have 83%. In other words, 9 million 
people are at or below the poverty line and advised to go to 
charitable bodies for help (BBC2 Money Programme 20,3.88).
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These figures illustrate accurately how the scale of 
social and economic differentiation is widening and that 
social disintegration is increasing. Yet in reality, Britain 
is divided between haves and have-nots. North and South, new 
and old industries. Moreover, in spite of the efforts to 
redevelop industry and improve industrial relations, social 
and economic inequalities remain in force.
D) Coverage of Industrial Relations in Britain:
l)The Media in Britain:
In capitalist societies, the media tend to perform according 
to highly functional rules, which are the expression of a 
system of domination and means of reinforcing it. Moreover, 
they are engaged in a process of disseminating information to 
large groups of individuals (Golding, 1974).
In terms of effects as already noted in the section on 
theories and approaches, the media may influence not only 
individual political opinions, but also the way politics is 
conducted and its activities. Britain falls in the category 
of societies where the media are organized in such a way as to 
perpetuate the interests of the dominant class.
1.1)The Media Within the System:
The main source of variation of the media in this country is 
the system of constituent control. By this is meant, the media 
are part of social institutions where owners and proprietors 
of the media exert the power to propagate their opinions in
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connivance with the present order. They represent the elites 
who dominate the British society and provide many changes in 
the media organisation and structure (Golding and Murdock, 
1977 ).
Economic, social and political system determines the 
relationship between the two classes: The class which owns and 
controls the wealth and the class which is deprived of it. In 
effect, there is a confrontation of inequality between the two 
classes. The first class exerts pressures and monopolises a 
great degree of political power to control decision-making in 
the social and political environment (Miliband, 1969). Thus, 
the present decade is called 'decade of inequality’ (Wicks, 
1986) and this is reflected in media ownership (figure 1.3).
1.2)The Institutions and Services of the Media:
The media inextricably part of the establishment have their 
services and institutions spread throughout the country. Thus, 
the statistics show that more daily papers are soldin this 
country than in most other developed countries. More than 15.5 
million copies are published on weekdays and 18.3 million on 
Sundays. There are 10 Daily national, 8 Sundays papers and 98 
Regional papers. An additional 950 appear once or twice a 
week and there are 6,000 periodical publications (Official 
Handbook). According to the European Institute for the Media, 
more national and regional papers are sold in Britain (624 
copies per 1,000 inhabitants), than in any other nation apart 
from Canada and Australia.
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Figure 1.3: Media Ownership of Newspapers
Company Papers TV Companies Radio Companies
News The Times LWT International The Sun,News ofThe World, Sunday Times
-
MirrorGroup The Mirror, Sunday Mirror, Sunday People
Central Radio Tay, Clyde Aire Northsound Moray Firth,
UnitedNewspapers Daily Express, The Star, Sunday Express
TyneTeesYorkshireHTV,TV-am
, RadioClyde Hallam,Two Counties, Radio
Associated Daily Mail,The Newspapers Mail on Sunday Signal Radio, Piccadily,LBC, Radio210,Severn Sound, Plymouth Sound Swansea
DailyTelegraph Daily Telegraph Sunday Telegraph LWT -
Guardian The Guardian Manchester Evening News
Anglia Piccadilly, County Sound
Pearson
Lonrho
Financial Times 
The Observer
Yorkshire,
Border
MetroRadio, Essex Radio Radio Clyde
Source: Labour Research volume 75 number 3 March 1986
Although there are many papers in this country, 95% of 
them are controlled by 5 companies, whose interests contradict 
certainly, the public interest and impartiality and integrity 
of the press. Owners such as Maxwell, Thomson, Murdoch, 
Anderson and Matthews are the barons of this press. Their 
political allegiance to the present system does not have to be
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explicitly stated here. Though the law provides safeguards and 
guidelines against concentration, Murdoch, owner of News 
International for instance, has more than five titles and 
about to launch new television channels (figure 2.4).
The other means of the media is Broadcasting. It is 
based on the tradition of public services being accountable to 
the people. However, in reality, it contradicts the roles 
attributed to them. This means of information has two public 
services (BBC, IB A) and provides Television and Radio services 
throughout the country.
The average viewing time per person is about 27 hours 
a week (LWT Week End World 28.2.88). 35% of households have 
two or more receivers. Every home has a radio set (Official 
Handbook, 1986). Four Television channels are in operation: 
BBCl, BBC2, ITV, Channel4. Further, BBC Radio has 4 national 
and 32 local stations, more than 50 independent radio stations 
are operating throughout Britain.
A new system of regulation for Radio stations will 
operate next year (Radio Authority). Its responsibilities will 
be to supervise and regulate private and community radio 
stations. Furthermore, a new technology (Multipoint Video 
Distribution System) will be set up to provide British homes 
with a range of local television channels. Cable Authority and 
Broadcasting Complaints Authority are already in operation. 
In the wake of the new economic deregulation of Broadcasting, 
a new body has recently been created: The Broadcasting
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Standards Council. Though, its duties are not clearly defined 
it appears that its chief concern is to curb violence and sex 
on the small screen.
In addition, there are new Broadcasting services: the 
Direct Broadcasting Satellite, British Satellite Broadcasting. 
They are in an advanced state of planning and will come into 
operation in the next few years. The government has drawn up 
new proposals to deregulate Broadcasting in the 1990’s.
Besides these services and institutions, the press has 
its own Council. This body aims to safeguard the freedom of 
the press and ensure its impartiality
However, will the proliferation of these bodies 
actually preserve integrity, decency and taste, or are they 
another authoritarian way of distorting Broadcasting and the 
press?. The answer is worth considering, although it is not 
the main focus of the present research.
It is generally admitted that the Press Council has 
failed to stop the tendencies towards concentration of paper' 
ownership. Its concern to preserve the character of the 
British press regarding professional and commercial standards 
has not been well accomplished. The language of partisanship 
has weakened the confidence of the public in the impartiality 
of this body (Robertson, 1983).
In reality, it seems naive to expect a lot from this 
Council, whose efficiency and effectiveness rely on the social 
and political system, in which the media operate. Because of
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this inadequacy, different forms of media (pirate radio 
stations, alternative press and campaign for freedom of the 
press and broadcasting) emerged to oppose the present system 
of the media regarded as hegemonic.
2)Coverage of Industrial Relations
2.1)The Political and Economic Context:
The present context is defined by the ideology and policy of 
the current government. Jenkins (1985) has written that 'Mrs 
Thatcher has given credit to those prepared to innovate, 
confront traditional practices, be ruthless where necessary'. 
In fact, this implies a change in the nature of the industry 
to direct it towards more efficiency and competitiveness. At 
the same time, the social climate is soured by the decline and 
in some cases the entire collapse of the industry. 
Consequently, the people are more preoccupied with the 
survival of it rather than going on strike and losing 
everything. In the industry, 'draconian measures' are applied 
in the era of high technology. Yet, the government has 
launched a programme of privatisation and sale of public 
assets.
Thus, today, the major preoccupation of the government 
is to encourage privatisation. But the main obstacle in 
realising this purpose, remain the workers and their unions. 
Haunted by the 'too powerful role' of the trade unions and the 
'spectre of unemployment', the government is determined to 
translate its ideology into new economic policy, whose main
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goals are to severely curtail the influence and prestige of 
the fifth estate (Taylor, 1980). The need to legislate and 
avoid conflict might be a successful strategy to tame the 
unions.
New clauses are promulgated for individual bargaining 
and defining new roles and actions for the unions in 
collective actions such as pensions, training etc... At the 
same time, the Thatcher government is working towards a time 
when the unions, in their present form, cease to exist. They 
will become genuine friendly societies, divorced from their 
main connection with industrial relations (The Times 
14.12.87).
Redundancies, privatisation and banning of legitimate 
trade union activities, are some of the measures taken to wipe 
out the labour movement. Therefore, the media are solicited to 
put into effect this new vision through the 'production of 
false consciousness’, which favours the government option. In 
their omnipotent role, the media are helping to keep up a 
sympathetic political climate towards the government.
The examples of this 'conspiracy' are legion. In the 
coal strike for instance, the media were clearly antagonistic 
to the miners (Jones, 1984). It is also worth recalling that 
during the last general election (June 1987) the total daily 
papers backing the Conservative party totalled 10.8 million 
and only 3.3 million copies endorsed the Labour party ( The 
Economist June 6 1987). Christian (1982) has attributed this
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under-representation to the historical legacy and the 
continuing inequalities of advertising allocation among the 
papers.
In effect, distortions and bias have helped to create 
an erroneous interpretation of social and economic topics. 
Furthermore, the coverage of social issues came from editors, 
who were in connivance with certain Cabinet Ministers (Cohen 
and Young, 1981). In the end, it emerges that most of the 
papers are part of the system or support its policy. It looks 
as if all the newspapers are unified in selecting items to 
cover, present and set up their assignment of news priorities.
In fact, throughout most Western countries, the great 
majority of the media speak editorially with a conservative 
tone. Even in the United States despite the political and 
cultural pluralism, multiple pressures are exerted on the 
media, which threaten to reduce their room for manoeuvre and 
undermine the freedom of expressing "controversial opinions" 
or providing facts, described as "subversive" by the 
establishment (Le Monde Diplomatique, December 1986). In 
Britain, the political system has determined the uses, the 
sort of control imposed on the media and who owns and has the 
right to use them.
2.2)The Government, Trade Unions and Industrial Relations:
The early years of the Thatcher government revealed the 
determination and eagerness of the Prime Minister to exclude 
the unions from the political arena (Dorfman, 1983). Thus,
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when the Conservative party came to power in 1979, it changed 
the structure of the economy and introduced anti-union 
legislation. Three laws were promulgated, aiming primarily at 
ending disputes, making the unions more vulnerable and more 
“responsive’ to their members (The Economist October 31 1987). 
The other parts of the legislation concerned strike ballots, 
political funds and election of union executives.
Indeed, these bills were applied in response to the 
“abuse’ of the trade unions. The conservatives were prepared 
to solve “the trade union problem' and wipe out the “British 
disease ’. However, this could not succeed without the help of 
the media nor the approval of some trade unions. The latter 
approached the question with a certain pragmatism. They looked 
for positive co-operation with the employers. Are they 
correct?. Does the future of industrial relations promise 
and augur such a conciliatory view, or lead to more 
disputes?.
The response is worth considering, as partisans of 
this approach argue that the government is the real victim of 
media coverage of trade unions. By crediting more power to 
the unions, the media have confined the government to a 
position of hostage. Do the majority of the workers support 
this opinion?. Do they therefore have to comply with “the new 
irreversible shift of power’ (Mrs Thatcher in the Election 
Campaign, June 1987 BBCl) or remain untouched?.
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2.3) Unions' Attitudes Towards The Media:
How the unions perceive the media within the present system is 
the other area of interest for many researchers. In his study 
McQuail admitted that media coverage of industrial relations 
lacked impartiality and objectivity. The reports tended to 
keep up an unsympathetic climate in their treatment of the 
social issues. There was a shape and effect on the attitudes 
of public opinion towards trade unions.
In a survey (Sunday Times may 5 1978), the following 
results were obtained to the question whether the unions were 
good or bad thing for the country?.
44% think that the trade unions are a good thing
44% think the contrary 
However, to the question whether the unions are powerful or 
not.
84% believe the unions are too powerful.
But what is remarkable is that 78% of those asked emphasized 
the importance of unions in protecting employees. It is 
important to remind ourselves that this survey was conducted 
in a climate affected by social and economic tensions, which 
led to the winter of discontent (1978-1979).
In an updated survey (The Listener 31.12.87), almost 
ten years later, the answers to the same question show that 
the unions appear to have gained in popularity and respect. 
The sample of respondents in this survey is different from the
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previous one and the results show that:
71% of respondents say unions are a good thing
88% regarded them as providing essential protection at work.
Thus, the figures show that the unions are now more popular 
than at any time in the last thirty years. Though Britain has 
the highest proportion of trade union membership amongst the 
most industrialised nations, today they face the challenge of 
the future. They have to define a strategy for survival in the 
nineties and the beginning of the next century.
As far as the unions attitudes towards the media are 
concerned, they are sceptical and have long believed that the 
media are biased against them by launching a campaign of 
smears and attacks. One unionist confessed that all the 
country was at war with trade unions (Document Tuc: Cause for 
Concern, 1980). Because of this hostility, the trade unions 
are very critical and believe that the media are partial 
because they do not pay attention to the disputes and their 
real causes.
Further, the media are personalized in their style of 
attack. In the story of the “awful truth about strikes in 
factories' (Edwards), which dominated the press headlines for 
some time, the event was in reality an imaginary product of 
journalists and editors. Headlines such as: a rubbish union,
fanatics, extremists, loony and militants and so forth... are 
commonplace words in the press. In effect, such literature 
has not only demoralized the workers and their representatives 
but also distorted their role and image in society.
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2.4)Recent Studies on Media Coverage of Industrial Items:
Recent studies have found that news of industrial relations 
topics are presented in a controversial way, which involves 
antagonistic parties (employers and workers). Therefore, it 
is not an easy task to state both positions impartially. 
Further, industrial relations issues are actually too complex 
to be newsworthy (Tunstall, 1971). The newspapers, for 
instance give only 4 to 6% of editorial space to this issue 
and only a minority even of this space deals with strikes 
(McQuail, 1977). By this is meant, the press coverage 
concentrates on a few industries and gives much less space to 
the settlement of disputes. The unionists however, argue that 
the press gives too much coverage to the disputes and not 
enough to the positive activities of trade unions. The press 
barons are naturally hostile to unions, therefore little 
sympathy is to be expected from them.
In the study of television coverage of this issue, the 
Glasgow Media Group regarded it as really unfair. The style of 
interview with managers displayed coherence and rationality, 
whereas the workers were presented as having brought troubles 
of unemployment upon themselves. Furthermore, in some cases, 
neither the television nor the press care to report or cover 
events relating to industrial relations. In fact, it is not 
surprising that recent studies have revealed the language of 
partisanship of the media and their lack of objectivity in 
reporting these issues.
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In their studies. The Glasgow Media Group argue that 
'industrial relations disputes are always about troubles for 
the management, for the nation but never for workers 
involved'. These findings, though contested, point out that 
the media tend to blame only the workers and their unions for 
economic problems. They promulgate and reinforce the present 
social values in a number of forms and occasions. The results 
are also seen as a fundamental challenge to the values, 
beliefs and practices of the British media because they have 
disclosed the unfairness of the news on industrial topics.
Hal lor an (1970) found that the media are isolated from 
antecedent conditions by conveying very little understanding 
of either root causes or aims. At a glance, it appears as if 
the whole interpretation will tend to convey a negative image. 
This picture was later illustrated by the events relating to 
the demonstration against the Vietnam war (1968) and May Day 
(1973), which saw the largest trade union demonstration of 
recent years. The press labelled that event “May Day Madness', 
fuelling a difficult situation and providing a negative image 
of events.
Similarly, Hartmann (1979) came to the same conclusion 
after discovering that news on industrial relations reflected 
a version of events relating to the interests of employers. 
Their treatment of disputes stressed effects rather than 
causes. However, even when the causes were explained, they 
were given superficially or explained in terms of
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personalities and personal motivation rather than in 
structural terms. In the end, industrial items were handled 
in such a way as to cast doubt on the legitimacy of trade 
union activities and aspirations.
In further studies, Morley (1981) set up a framework 
relating to the image of society in the media, which is basic 
social equality. His analysis shows that pictures of trade 
unions were presented as one in which they were motivated by 
their own interests. On the other hand, employers were 
regarded as representatives and defenders of the “national 
interest ', fighting against inflation and preserving 
industrial peace,
Seaton (1982) acknowledges the presence of sustained 
media campaigns against the trade union movement, blamed 
responsible for virtually all economic difficulties. Thus, the 
causes of industrial actions ascribed or inferred are rarely 
given in a balanced manner. The results are that the workers 
are described as troublemakers with suspect motives.
Hence, most studies have highlighted the lack of 
impartiality which characterises media coverage of industrial 
relations. Undeniably, the Glasgow Media Group’s findings are 
valuable in understanding the question of media coverage of 
industrial relations items. Even after a decade, they retain 
their initial importance. However, critics argue that their 
results displayed lack of understanding and failed to cover 
the area thoroughly (Harrison 1985). For his part, Tunstall 
(1971) admitted the presence of problems on press coverage of
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industrial items resulting from the fact that these stories 
were handled by non-specialist sub-editors. The reporters 
often lacked sufficient knowledge of industry or industrial 
relations in general.
Westergaard (1977) notes the existence of a tendency 
to exclude wider issues, results from the general balance of 
power between unions and employers. In other words, the locus 
of power has to be sought primarily in the limits which define 
areas of conflicts and restrict the range of alternatives.
In conclusion, the coverage of such issues has become 
almost as big an issue as the dispute itself. The media have 
created an unrealistic image of British industrial relations 
by displaying them as a uniquely “British disease'.
2.5) Outlines of McQuail's Research:
Some studies tend to emphasise either a single event or item 
within a short period of time or occurrence of events. In 
spite of this, these studies disclosed the existence of 
grievances and complaints. These are common leitmotif 
associated with the media in their treatment of these issues. 
It is generally admitted that more than 70% of the British 
press are pro-Conservative. Therefore they have no sympathy at 
all or very little towards the workers and the labour 
movement.
The research carried out by McQuail (1977) remains in 
some respects significant and complete. Covering the year
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1975, McQuail analysed articles of industrial relations items 
in 8 national newspapers. He found that the proportion of 
space allocated to this item ranged from 4% to 6%. Most 
reports were dominated by strikes whereas the management was 
almost entirely absent from the newspaper content:
Figure 2: Main Topics of Industrial Relations Items
36% disputes, stoppages and industrial actions 18% actions by TUC11% negotiations between unions and employers 10% unions elections 8% industrial or commercial development 6% actions by government4% actions by employers or their organisations 2% legal action2% worker control, participation and profit-sharing 2% general economic context 1% others
Source: Table B5, pll2 in: Analysis of Newspapers Content, Working paper, D.McQuail 1977.
These figures showed how the papers concentrated on 
one particular topic or aspect of the dispute and ignored the 
whole context of the situation. By stressing dispute and 
strike only, the coverage certainly lacked completeness and 
fairness. Too much emphasis was put on negative dimensions of 
conflicts rather than on constructive points. The coverage 
insisted on the effects of the industrial action, instead of 
looking at the real causes, compelling the workers to defend 
themselves from attacks.
This study also illustrates how the press coverage is 
related to the dimensions of timing, status and causes of the 
strike. Indeed these factors determine the average size of 
each item on the topic and the sample of the newspapers as
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McQuail had achieved. The figure (2.1) displayed industrial 
relations items in Daily Newspapers 24 issues in 1975 and 
frequency of each type:
Figure 2.1: Industrial Relations Items in Daily Newspapers
Type News items Papers Features Editorials Total
The Times 205 4 2 211
The Guardian 162 7 3 172
The D.Telegraph 189 - 7 196
The F,Times 293 4 3 300
Morning Star 230 6 12 248
Daily Express 92 1 6 99
Daily Mail 81 7 5 93
Daily Mirror 72 2 1 . 75
The Sun 90 1 7 98
Source : Table Bl, pl39 D.McQuail 1977.
What can be assumed from the figure, is that there are 
large differences between newspapers in the quantity of items. 
The variation is greater between newspapers regarding the 
types. The quality newspapers provide prominent treatment and 
coverage of industrial relations items compared with the 
popular press except the Morning Star. It is necessary to 
recall that coverage of such issues depend on their status 
and dimension in the society. These criteria dictate in some 
respects how the papers treat these items.
For instance, in the case of strikes, the newspapers 
concentrate on particular subjects and tend to ignore others:
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20% of articles referred to loss of production 16% to loss of work by non-disputants 12% to inconvenience to public
In the case of disputes, other than strikes, the newspapers 
allocated the following percentage of each subject:
13% to inconvenience or danger to public11% to discord in relations (union and government)09% to obstinacy or unreasonable behaviour of worker
The prominence of the articles concerns profit and 
efficiency with disregard to the social factor. Needless to 
remind us that the status dimension is an important parameter 
to define the public sector and official strikes to be 
covered. Further, bad language, picketing and violence are 
words frequently appearing on the front page. The popular 
press exercises its monopoly in reporting stories sustained by 
an emotional and sensational style.
The press treatment of industrial issues has to be 
seen from certain angles as Hartmann (1975) proposed:
1)The reporting does not necessarily implicate the paper 
itself in any judgment or interpretation
2)The absence of contextual evidence makes it impossible to 
equate a count of references with assessment of papers 
direction or bias
3)The level of unfavourability of presentation of unions and 
their activities
Over and above these points, there is an impression 
and trend of closeness of political and industrial reporting. 
In fact the political factor orientates and dictates the
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emphasis of topics and the amount of attention paid to them. 
Evidently, the validity of the version of the industrial 
stories does not depend on one criterion. The social and 
economic context, the owners of the media and pressure groups 
are other factors of influence with political power to affect 
the course of events.
In sum, the hostile climate of the media towards the 
unions has shaped public opinion which has asked for a curbing 
of the union’s power to cure Britain of this “disease'. But 
most of those who rebuke and criticize the unions have little 
or no experience of industrial relations. Thus their opinions 
are shaped only by the media, their sole source of information 
on the subject (Pimlott and Cook, 1982).
In further studies, Hartmann found the existence of a 
systematic difference between social classes and their views 
or attitudes towards industrial relations items. The middle 
class respondents, for example, tended to accept the media 
image of unions and workers more readily than the working 
class. The public is vulnerable to media images, but what is 
more important is to understand this vulnerability over time. 
Do people have the same attitudes and perception towards the 
media coverage of industrial relations issues over a long 
period of time?.
Indeed, some of these questions will be developed and 
examined as far as the social class and attitudes of students 
are concerned. However, it is important to remember that in
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1984, just 1% of those accepted into British Universities were 
from the unskilled social class and just 6% were from the 
semi-skilled class. Against this, 70% were from the top two 
social classes (Wicks, 1986). Will these figures reflect the 
students's responses in the present survey or will different 
perceptions emerge, which will disregard their social status 
and education?.
Regarding the press coverage of the Wapping dispute, 
the social survey looks into those questions and analyses the 
students' responses and attitudes towards the coverage. But, 
prior to this, the studies, definition and functions of the 
press are developed in the next section with respect to the 
public perception, use of papers and dimensions of readership.
E)The Press and The Readers:
l)The Press:
1.1) Studies of The Press
Although a study of the press is based on previous theories of 
the media, a specific treatment is required to examine some of 
the press' particularities. Thus, the newspaper has a sense of 
its own identity and a sense of being legitimately accepted by 
the readership. This double aspect as Willis (1971) put it is 
related to the “public persona' of the paper which contains a 
general orientation and particular values and defines broad 
areas of interest. The second aspect, however, refers to the 
“private persona' of the newspaper which is in fact the latent
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communication. Hence, the readers may be able to grasp both 
dimensions and distinguish between the two types of mechanism.
Taylor (1988) proposes some frameworks which provide a 
strategy for studying and understanding the press in their 
appropriate context.
a)The Authoritarian Theory:
This theory looks upon the press as a “loud speaker' of the 
state. The press disseminates and reveals what the government 
wants to be communicated. It justifies in advance any kind of 
censorship and punishment for deviation.
b)The Libertarian Theory:
This framework defines the functions of the press, to inform, 
entertain and mainly to assist in discovering the truth.
c)The Social Responsibility Theory:
This conception makes the press responsible for freedom and 
democracy, by communicating truth, giving fair pictures and 
full access to information by citizens.
\d)The Free Press Theory;
In this theory, there are a plurality of titles and competing 
groups between and within newspapers. It seems clear that 
there is a free press subject to free market forces, with some 
“independence' from the government. The journalists write 
about what they like as long as it is within the “voice' of 
the paper, generally consonant with the interests of capital.
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In sum, these conceptions contribute to understanding 
the press in relation to the economic, political and cultural 
system and analyse it accordingly.
1.2)Functions and Features of The Press;
The advent of printing has enhanced the importance of the 
press in society. From the early stages of block printing, to 
movable type then to the present writing, a gigantic step has 
been made. It has led the press to the era of photo­
composition, computers and satellites.
As a segment of the mass media, the press can be a 
powerful means of imposing a new social order and mobilising 
society. Further, as Singer (1981) suggests, it has functions 
of integration, to inform, entertain gind educate people.
In Britain, the press is characterised by a tendency 
towards concentration of the readership on a small number of 
mass circulation papers and magazines. On the one hand, the 
press appears to play the role of watchdog and on the other 
hand, there is an association between social class and 
readers. For instance, the readers with high income and longer 
education tend to read more papers than those with low income 
and who are less literate.
Blumer and Katz (1974) argued that the press helps to 
retain the existence of loyalty to their readers and has a 
dynamic attraction for uncommitted readers. It contributes 
to holding firm individuals, whose political preferences are
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in fact consistent with the political position of the papers 
they read. As a source of information in relation to its role, 
the press has created what Robinson (1972) described as “the 
knowledge of information gap'. In fact, this gap explains 
the difference between higher and lower socio-economic stratum 
in knowledge terms.
In addition to the powerful role of the press in 
society, personal contact can be more influential than direct 
exposure to the media source. The “opinion leaders' as 
Wackman (1979) called them, are more reliable sources for the 
local community than other means of media. They basically 
determine the attitudes taken by local residents regarding 
their community.
Nonetheless, the press remains essential for informing 
people about local issues. The features attracting readers 
lie in the existence of an extensive report in the newspapers 
where there is a sort of link between reader and press, eased 
by mutual understanding and co-operation.
Butler and Stokes (1970) carried out a survey on the 
press influence on readers' opinions and the results showed 
that;
73% of the readers shifted their opinions towards the party 
supported by the newspaper they read.
27% said their political allegiance was based on what they 
read in their papers. The press appears to retain different 
roles in changing society and conserving allegiances.
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V
1.3)Press Barons and Editors: The Dilemma?
The newspapers have an internal structure of commands and 
orders, which put them under different pressures. For 
instance, the newspaper editors may sometimes face a dilemma. 
On the one hand, they are considered as moral agents, 
advocating the ideas, values and aspirations of society. On 
the other, they are considered as artisans and interested only 
in making money. Thus, this dilemma reflects their relation to 
the owners and publishers.
However, an attempt to define clear boundaries between 
editors and publishers is not an easy task. Nor it is easy to 
dissociate the commercial aspects from editorial standards. 
The publisher has the right to set up his own principles and 
character in his paper. But this policy has to be clearly 
discussed with the editorial staff to avoid conflict of 
interests and interference. Several examples illustrate cases 
of censorship (a perspective which distorts the basic reality 
of the press as an entertainment industry and source of 
information). For instance, during the American intervention 
in Grenada, Murdoch (Chairman of News International Company) 
instructed his editor to support this action.
In sum, the owners decide about the presentation of 
the items, their judgement and so forth... Every editorial, 
word and picture published has to favour the owner's views. In 
spite of this, the diversity and the integrity of the press 
always depend on the independence and security of editors.
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This can easily be undermined by the short-term interests of 
owners. The editor faces pressures from different sides 
(political, economic, time, availability of material etc... ). 
His relation to the owner is vital as are the impartiality, 
the right for readers to reply, their credibility and 
confidence in the papers.
2)Readership and Readers:
2.1)Dimensions of Readership:
Readership is the most extensive area. It has served to 
determine who reads and what items are read?. What rewards 
and gratifications do readers get from their choices?. Recent 
studies have concentrated on structural considerations which 
stress the social and personal characteristics and functional 
ones, which look at the way readers use and perceive their 
papers.
Further studies have considered several aspects, such 
as the profile of the audience, which enables them to meet the 
choices and interests of their readers. Burgoon (1977) 
examined the lifestyle of the readers, interpreted the results 
and made his assumptions to meet their demands. Stamm (1980) 
suggests item-selection analysis, which provides a definition 
of who reads specific parts of the paper. Demographic, 
sociological and psychological characteristics of the audience 
also are defined to improve the newspaper circulation and 
quality.
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The other dimension of readership is to identify the 
non-readers and their reasons for not reading the newspapers. 
This method has considered the control, changes of the 
readers, their social and personal status (Chaffee,Choe
1981). Income, education, age and marital status are other 
variables of the readership dimension. Bogart (1981) found 
that the infrequent readers are younger, poorer and less 
educated. They are geographically mobile and more likely to be 
male or unmarried. Jackson (1982) adds that non-readers tend 
to be older, widowed or divorced. In the end, a positive 
correlation between social class and readership appears to be 
very relevant, though the level of education promotes greater 
taste for the print medium in general (Schramm, 1973).
In short, the structural explanation refers to the 
fact that the readers are very busy, not interested or have 
health problems. Newspapers content and preferences for 
television are other reasons explainingthelackof reading.
2.2)Public Use and Perception of The Newspapers:
What items are the readers interested in and read the most?. 
What are their attitudes and attachments to the newspapers?. 
Why do they read them?. These are basic questions in order to 
understand the relation between the readers and newspapers. 
However, the answers lie in the nature of this relation which 
is measured in terms of degree of satisfaction the readers get 
from the papers.
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The structure of the papers is important, as the 
front page stories tend to have much better readership and 
interest than pages at the back or in the middle. Curran 
(1978) finds that human interest stories (tragedy, sex, 
celebrities involved in scandal etc...) are the most read 
news items. In Britain, sex, scandal and sport have proved to 
be the most successful items, leading to an increase in 
uniformity of product. The popular dailies are mainly involved 
in attracting readers through offering them bingo prizes.
In fact, the amount of news available, the layout and 
the position of the paper determine the degree of influence 
and interest (Klapper, 1960). Other patterns of the readers’ 
interest are related to the stability of the content and the 
circumstances of the time (Stempel, 1978). In certain cases, 
the readers are engaged in a systematic search for what is 
relevant to them. This refers to the use and gratifications 
approach where the readers accept or reject messages which do 
not interest them. After all, the response of the readers is a 
multi-dimensional one. By this is meant, they define for 
themselves the area of interest and concern within the 
newspapers content.
The newspapers still retain a good deal of public 
confidence. The readers’ attitudes and opinions depend on the 
richness and distinctive features of the papers which offer a 
greater amount of flexibility in using them. Hence, a greater 
identification between the papers and readers takes place.
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This friendly relationship is reflected in the daily contact 
with the papers, an aspect not available in other media. 
Bogart finds that one out of three persons "feels lost", if he 
can not read or buy newspapers.
This relationship between readers and newspapers 
illustrates clearly the diversity of uses, perception and the 
nature of readers’ attitudes explained in terms of source of 
information, relaxation and security.
In a survey, Blumer and Katz (1974) obtained the 
following results explaining the reasons for reading papers:
Figure 2.2 ; Reasons for Reading Newspapers
69% read papers to keep up with events of the day 52% for useful information 42% for human interest 32% to satisfy curiosity25% to be able to discuss things with others 23% for advice04% to get reinforcement for their opinion
Source : The Uses of Mass Communication, Blumer and Katz, 1974.
In spite of this, the pattern of readership is not 
fully established, because of the variability of readership 
and the variety of reasons for reading.
Further and despite the good effects that papers have, 
there has been a gradual decline in readership due to the 
advent of television. The figure (2.3) displays which medium 
is closer to the audience.
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Figure 2.3 : To which Medium do you feel Closest?
YearMedium 1961 1982
Newspapers 40% 28%
TV channels 33% 40%
Radio stations 14% 15%
Bogart (1981) source: Audit and Surveys.
Amongst other factors in not reading newspapers are 
that sometimes, the readers tend to be turned off by the size 
of the newspaper This can be a focus of interest for future 
study which might also look at the product and functions of 
the newspaper. In the meantime, the next section looks into 
the recent state of the British press industry which has 
entered the era of new technology. Will the technological 
revolution in the press survive the challenge of the 
electronic media?. The future will confirm or disconfirm 
that. Meanwhile regarding the Wapping Dispute, Murdoch has 
already won a battle in the process of innovation and 
modernisation of his titles.
British Press Industry:
1 )The Press Industry: Crisis of Technology or Mismanagement? 
In theory, the press no matter where it exists should
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neither be subject to state control, nor left entirely to the 
unregulated forces of the market. In Britain, today attempts 
are being made to strengthen the internal organisation of the 
press industry to withstand market pressures, but reject any 
possibilities of improving it. Though newsprint is vulnerable 
to commercial and political pressures, the government has 
regarded it as an industry of exceptional political 
importance. During this century, the British government has 
made a policy of having no policy for it at all (Seaton,
1982). Despite the scandal about the closure of some papers 
like The Financial Times in August 1977 and The Times in 
November 1978, the government refused to intervene in this 
industry.
The British press industry is uniquely a national one. 
The current orientation towards a national industry means 
that the country has a peculiarly class-based set of papers, 
divided between the popular and quality (Goodhart, 1986), The 
low sale qualities contain more advertisements than high sale 
populars. However, both papers have been under strong 
pressure. The first faces pressures from advertisers to 
restrict its audience whereas the second has been forced to 
maximise its audience.
In the end, the papers that do not comply with this 
trend or do not head towards one of these two areas tend to 
disappear into the industry’s 'Bermuda triangle’ (Goodhart). 
At the same time, fast rising costs and outdated technology 
have forced papers to close or amalgamate as has the challenge
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of television, videotext, satellite and electronic media, 
which are certain to become the dominant means in the future.
It seems that the introduction of new technology is the 
only alternative in order to survive. Partisans regard the 
move to new technology as “the saviour of the British press 
industry'. Shifting from the “hot metal technology’ to the era 
of photo-composition and computers is a gigantic step with 
high risk. Even now and within the industry itself, there are 
major difficulties:
a)The industry faces an archaic structure of finance, 
production and distribution.
b)The financial structure itself is in crisis and private 
hands display an abusive sense of power.
c) There are ideological dimensions to the question and some 
resistance to changes.
Facing these problems, the industry has to define the 
strategy for overcoming them and clarify its attitudes towards 
the system. At the same time, it has to define how to 
encourage greater technological support and development.
In practice, new technology has meant different 
things to different people. Thus, some printworkers were 
opposed to the move on the grounds there was no prior deal. By 
resisting these changes, the workers, the owners argued were 
placing in jeopardy their jobs and the future of the industry. 
Now, few newspapers have introduced or are able to make the 
optimum use of the most modem methods available. Those that
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have succeeded have done so by confrontation with the unions, 
bringing about the closure of some papers (Jenkins, 1986).
Hence, how has the introduction of new technology 
become a national issue?. Some critics have made it 
responsible for the Fleet Street “diaspora’. Other have 
suggested that the crisis has been caused not only by the 
technological factor, but by the style of management. Thus, 
the managerial staff has treated the workers as if they were 
pieces of machinery to be disposed of.
In spite of these arguments, it is important to look 
into the political and economic context of the industry. The 
British press industry is immensely conservative. Wintour 
(1972) argued that this industry has always kept away from 
innovation or technological changes. Therefore, the debate on 
new technology is basically refuted and conducted almost in 
terms of deciding which manual workers should be laid off. It 
is also seen in terms of using what exists and not building 
anything new (Curran, 1978)
The issue is not about technical aspects, but about 
how people organise themselves to meet the challenges of a 
competitive future. If the workers are not well prepared to 
embrace new technology, the competition and challenge from 
alternative sources will spell the death knell of the press 
industry (Goodhart).
In brief, the question for the press industry is not 
whether it will be revolutionised which is inevitable, but who
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will play the bigger part in the industry?. The next section 
explains how Fleet Street has dealt with the technological 
issue.
2)Fleet Street ; The End of an Era?
It is worth remembering that the political and legal changes 
since 1979 have seriously curtailed the unions’ power and role 
and shifted the balance of power in the employers’ direction. 
But it seems that this has taken longer to succeed in Fleet 
Street because of the nature of the press industry. As 
conservative as Fleet Street is, the bastion of the British 
press has been kept alive and varied because of competition. 
However, it has had devastating effects, notably on managerial 
competence and innovation.
New technology has given birth to a huge alternative, 
employing small printers, though the environment in Fleet 
Street had been a powerful factor blocking modernisation and 
greater efficiency. Goodhart reckons that ’operating in Fleet 
Street means little or no opportunity to expand the business’. 
The place has been characterised by constant convulsions and 
the print unions veto has barred internal reforms. In addition 
Fleet Street’s management has not developed very effective 
methods for dealing with industrial relations.
Though some attempts were made to improve industrial 
relations, but without success as the unions were accused of 
delaying the process of introducing new technology (Martin, 
1981). The representatives of the workers responded that the
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management had breached agreements, which stipulated the 
introduction of a gradual negotiated technological package.
Fleet Street was planned to become one of the most 
technologically sophisticated places as far as the press 
industry was concerned. But troubles have prevented the 
achievement of this objective owing to the incompetence of the 
managerial staff, the intransigence and indiscipline of the 
unions (Cleverley, 1976). In the 1970’s, the situation reached 
its worst point. By 1977, the number of copies lost had 
begun to rise alarmingly. Not a single paper was free of 
labour troubles. In other words, there was an atmosphere of 
anarchy (Melvern, 1986). Shah (who owned the newspaper Today) 
admitted that Fleet Street was an area of intimidation where 
the management were as bad as the unions.
Economic, political and technological pressures have 
pushed the press industry towards a crisis. Critics argued 
that the difficulties were neither journalistic nor 
technological, but were rooted in industrial relations. The 
management has shown weakness and lack of ability to do its 
job properly. Corruption and violence were part of the common 
practices which created appalling labour relations (Magazine 
of the Student Industrial Societies 1987).
In fact, both parties were responsible for the crisis 
(Wintour, 1972). On the one hand the unions have had too much 
power and have opposed changes. The management, on the other 
hand has been ignorant of labour relations. Further, there 
has been the traditional struggle which exists between
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employers and workers in capitalist society. However, it is 
crucial to remember the presence of another traditional inter­
union rivalry, between the Nga and Sogat 82. The first has 
viewed itself as the elite, whereas the second group is merely 
composed of unskilled workers.
Consequently, industrial relations have reached a 
level of intolerance and anarchy. They have been worsened by 
the disastrous economic situation. The machinery has become 
obsolete, there has been a challenge from more sophisticated 
means of media.
Similarly, the structural dimension of the crisis is 
that the paper industry was founded on an autocratic and 
paternalistic basis where the owners kept the major decisions 
to themselves. The employers failed to introduce the new 
technology on terms and conditions desired by the parties 
involved in the newspaper industry. The owners were more 
concerned with market forces. This has caused an unacceptable 
reduction of newspaper circulation and quality standards and a 
concentration of ownership.
Martin (1981) described the situation in Fleet Street 
as conflictual, explaining that changes in the press industry 
depended on the way industrial relations were working. These 
relations are affected by the tension between politicians and 
the press. On one hand, the politicians accuse the press of 
invading privacy and low editorial standards. On the other 
hand, newspapers believe that politicians conceal the truth
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by hiding behind the "alibi" of secrecy and confidentiality. 
They threaten the press by using the official secret acts 
(D.notice committee). This climate has created mistrust and 
frequent sources of political bias and frustration for 
journalists.
Besides, the technical dimension of the Fleet Street 
"disaster’ has damaged the process of production and dispatch. 
The place has fast become a monument of industrial archaeology 
(Jenkins, 1979). Without the constant and adequate perfection 
of the delivery system, even the surviving daily papers will 
find themselves in danger of collapse. Owing to the deplorable 
state of the plant in Fleet Street, it has become literally 
impossible to expand further, causing lower editorial 
standards in the pursuit of profit by increasing circulation.
Obviously, this chaotic situation has reached a point 
of no return and the atmosphere of anarchy has prevailed for 
some time. As Melvern has described it, there was a law of 
the jungle. The owners were concerned to make money and the 
managerial staff weakened by the lack of confidence and power, 
was in disarray. The workers found themselves deprived of 
their rights. Facing a fait accompli, they had no choice, 
but to oppose such a move. In the last instance, the 
government has already paved the way for the employers, by 
tightening up the industrial relations legislation and curbing 
the activities of the unions.
The arrival of " outsiders" appeared to be the only 
alternative to quash this dilemma and impose the appropriate
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technological changes. 1986 was seen as the year for the big 
bang that would blow the clanking national paper industry 
into the electronic age (The Observer February 1986). In 
fact, 1986 was " year zero" of the Fleet Street revolution. 
Despite the resistance towards change, the newspaper "Today’ 
witnessed the first step towards innovation in the British 
press industry. In spite of its limited success, a new era has 
begun in the press industry in Britain.
The partisans of this development argue that the 
choices are harsh ones, but chapel officials have spent a 
lifetime offering owners, just such harsh choices. Undeniably, 
there has been a cavalier treatment of the workers by the 
press barons who claim that, it is the only alternative 
available to ’shake off years of corporation, compromise and 
decline’(Jenkins, 1986).
Overall, have these changes ignited the beginning of a 
real revolution in Fleet Street?. Do they offer the potential 
for a wider revolution in the structure of the British labour 
movement?. Will the British press, which has already had one 
revolution, come to terms with the battle for radical changes 
in the press industry?. The answers are problematic, because 
the future of this press will depend on the people involved 
(staff, barons, workers in the production and distribution 
process and readers). Other factors are also relevant in 
determining the future of the press.
After all these changes. Fleet Street remains an
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industry in uneasy equilibrium between the militant chapels, 
conservative readers and proprietorial motivation (Jenkins).
3)Docklands Option:
Eventually, the papers are likely to be extended. They will 
start to be electronically dispatched via cables, satellites 
and computers. This has to happen, but in the present context 
is not practical. Therefore most Fleet Street press companies 
have decided to move their business. Indeed the printing and 
distribution operations are moving out from the old bastion of 
the press in Fleet Street into the revitalised East London 
docklands, considered as the new land of hope and glory (The 
Economist February 13 1988).
Thus, most titles are now contemplating a mass escape 
to the new open space and investment tax havens. The Docklands 
option has become an 'elixir' of proprietorial vigour. The 
Daily Telegraph is to set up large printing plant, four miles 
to the East of the Isles of Dogs. The Guardian, The Daily 
Mail have already booked space in The Surrey Docks. The Mirror 
and The Financial Times have also done so. This move by the 
newspapers in the course of 1985-1986 threw the unions into 
retreat across the entire industry.
The importance of the new Docklands, as the employers 
argue, offers more opportunities compared with Fleet Street 
where the machine room chapels were source of conflict. 
Ironically, the decision to leave Fleet Street, was made only 
a short time before the balance of power had finally shifted
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back towards the management.
In conclusion, it is difficult to foresee the future 
of the British press in the light of the new perspectives. 
However, will the new framework provide an adequate safeguard 
against distortion and bias?. How many titles are enough?. 
How much concentration is required to yield improvement in 
journalistic quality?. Seymour-Ure (1968) has pointed out that 
'the more one asks how many papers are needed, the more the 
exercise becomes ludicrous'. To those who feel the press is 
inadequate, the answer as Jenkins suggests, is at the present 
with the will and whim of capitalist owners, editors and 
subordinate journalists. Above all, the British press has a 
valuable role in scrutinizing, criticizing, embarrassing and 
in the final analysis defending the principles of democracy 
and freedom.
G)The Mapping dispute:
1)Highlights of The Dispute:
The dispute sparked off by a year of violent demonstrations at 
News International's Mapping plant came to a head in January 
1986. The print unions were given six months notice that 
collective agreements covering more than 5,500 workers would 
be terminated following the failure of talks. In fact the 
negotiations concerned the move to Mapping and its impact on 
the future of the workforce. The dispute lasted for one year 
from January 1986 to the beginning of February 1987. The
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important and decisive dates which caused the breakdown of the 
talks and the beginning of the dispute can be highlighted as 
follows:
On the 12 January, the two unions involved in the 
dispute (National Graphical Association, and Sogat 82), 
decided to hold a strike ballot after the announcement that 
the Sunday Times supplement would be printed at Mapping. 
Murdoch, the owner of the company had threatened that all his 
four titles (The Times The Sunday Times, The Sun and The News 
of the Morld) would be produced at Mapping, if there were 
further strikes at existing plants.
On the 21st of the same month, the Nga and Sogat 82 
members voted in favour of industrial action. Later, the 
negotiations were deadlocked, in particular when the first 
offer of 50 million pounds by Murdoch was turned down, (though 
1,700 members later accepted the compensation). On the 26 
January, about 5,500 workers received dismissal notices, the 
jcurnalists were exempted from this notice (in fact, they were 
a decisive factor in this dispute, had they refused to join 
the Mapping, the strike would have been won by the workers) 
and their reaction was different. Some of them had joined the 
new plant and others turned down the move to Mapping and were 
sacked. The next day, the first edition of the Times was 
rolled out of Mapping. This decision was seen by the unions as 
a breach of previous agreements and led the trades union 
congress to order sanctions against the company.
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During the month of february, there was an increase 
of mass pickets and demonstrations at Mapping in order to 
prevent the production and distribution of the titles. 
Subsequently, legal action followed and the high court ordered 
an injunction to sequestrate 17 million pounds assets of 
Sogat.
In fact, the union movement was in discomfiture and 
both unions involved in this industrial action were deeply 
divided. The leader of national graphical association (NGA) 
lost control of the new plant and Brenda Dean, the leader of 
sogat 82 felt obliged to opt for a strike because she feared 
being dragged into one by her militants (Jenkins, 1986).
The first anniversary of the dispute ended in violent 
and bloody riots outside Mapping. It had created sentiments of 
intimidation on both sides with abuse and violence. The unions 
accused Murdoch of ruthlessness and deception by sacking 
employees without compensation.
The worse thing happened when the union movement 
witnessed the first radical challenge to its members. The 
electricians were clandestinely recruited to do the job of the 
printworkers. Increasingly, the crisis over Mapping became 
not just an unequal trial of strength between Murdoch and the 
print unions, but a war of nerves between the electricians 
(EETPU) and trades unions congress (TUG), Yet, in their 
Southampton district office, the electricians supplied gangs 
of casual workers, cleared of union militancy and likely to
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keep quiet about the nature of their work.
As regards the problem of transport and distribution 
of his titles, Murdoch had signed an agreement with his 
Australian ally Thomas Nationwide Transport (TNT). Yet, this 
company in which Murdoch held some stake had operated in 
Britain since 1972. It was an opportunity for Thomas company 
to challenge British rail newspapers distribution which was 
another breach of the agreement.
The Mapping plant itself looked like a police station. 
There was a heavy police presence (use of video camera, horses 
and other equipment). In statistical terms, the policing of 
the strike was very costly: More than 5.3 million pounds and 
1.2 million of police hours worked to secure the situation. 
By the end of January 1987, about 1462 person arrested, most 
of them were accused of insulting behaviour (Panorama BBCl 
19th January 1987). There were many injuries on both sides 
involved in the dispute with one person being killed by a 
lorry driver in unclear circumstances.
The police behaviour in the Mapping plant was subject 
to investigation and the Crown Prosecution service has 
announced that a number of officers are to face summonses. A 
decision on who will be prosecuted is to be made in due 
course.
These are some facts of the dispute. However, in order 
to keep this piece of research within the terms of 
impartiality and objectivity, it is necessary to look into the
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way the newspapers covered and reported it. How had they 
portrayed it and which aspect or dimensions received priority 
over others?. These questions will be carefully examined in 
the analysis of the newspapers content.
2)Fortress Mapping:
The atmosphere which had surrounded the dispute requires a 
great deal of attention. The Mapping plant appears to have 
become the Fleet Street of the future, in which the latest 
technology goes hand in hand with progressive labour 
practices. This perspective is in contrast to the old bastion 
of the British press, seen by some as a 'microcosm of 
Britain's industrial malaise at its worse’. The government 
and private enquiries recommended that Fleet Street should put 
its ’shameful house in order’ (Melvern). The move to Mapping 
was the answer to that. Further, it has enabled Murdoch to 
break the unions and wreak his revenge for the delay they had 
caused (the Mapping plant had been forced to lie idle for 2 
years since its effective completion in 1983).
There was a meticulous secret plan to introduce the 
latest technology in 'Fortress Mapping’. Electronic equipment 
(consisting of computers with each hard disc having a capacity 
of 300 million characters) was smuggled into this country in 
unmarked crates and secretly tested (The Listener January 22
1987).
If inside the plant, the era of high technology has 
been in progress, outside and surrounding it, was barbed wire
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of 4.000 meters, search lights, a 12 foot high fence and 
swivelling television camera which became a spectre for many 
people. Double fencing, razor wire and security guards are 
the new decoration of 'Fortress Mapping’.
Indeed, Murdoch has outlined his 'dash for freedom' by 
revolutionising the British press. Now it looks as if two 
hundred years of Fleet Street history is over. However, will 
this new era benefit the general interest and especially the 
integrity of the press?. It is problematic, as a former 
editor of The Times acknowledged. Evans (1983) reckoned that 
selling papers had in theory served to create the myth that it 
was satisfactory for them to be owned by foreign companies or 
groups. But in reality, it is a dangerous myth, from which all 
are suffering. The most serious threat that Murdoch posed to 
the rest of the industry was in the market place. The papers 
are compelled to improve themselves technically, otherwise 
they will face hard choices for survival in a competitive 
industry.
3 )Murdoch: The Tycoon and Citizen of The Morld
The chairman of News International was obviously a key figure 
in the dispute. He acknowledges that Mapping was a 
liberating experience. It had freed him from the "tyranny of 
the unions". Fleet Street was in fact, a frustrating souvenir 
for Murdoch. His move to the new plant, has made him a 
billionaire and secured him a place as the most powerful press 
baron. Now, he makes a profit of 2 million pounds per week 
from his titles in this country as well as owning publishing
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and satellite companies. In Australia, he owns the country’s 
only national daily papers, big city papers in Sydney, two 
television stations, book publishers, magazines, half an 
airline and an oil exploration company. In America, he owns 
national weekly newspapers, magazines, television stations and 
a major hollywood studio. Even in the Far East, he controls 
51% of papers and magazines (Far East Economic review). The 
figure (2.4) highlights Murdoch' empire around the world.
The building of Murdoch's media empire throughout the 
world has not been realised without fights and controversies. 
His opponents claim, however that Murdoch is a controversial 
figure. An aggressive and expansionist magnate, he was once 
nicknamed 'the thug of Fleet Street' (L'Express January 29
1988). Although this aspect of his personality is not of 
immediate concern in this study, it can be an indicator for 
understanding and interpreting how he dealt with the crisis 
at Mapping, After all, he is the tycoon, the strike-breaker 
and citizen of the 'global village' (The Listener 22.1.1987).
After these highlights of the Mapping dispute, the 
next two chapters present the empirical approach of this piece 
of research, which applies the content analysis and social 
survey methods. So far, the critical review and discussion of 
recent studies has examined the partial and unbalanced 
character of the media coverage of industrial relations. This 
dimension is developed in the next section with particular 
regard to the press coverge of Mapping. But the question 
relating to the viewers' or readers' attitudes or opinions
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Figure 2.4: Murdoch’s International Empire
Britain U.S.A
Newspapers The Times BostonHeraldSunday Times
Australia
Over 120 regional titlesToday Express
Pacific Basin
South China Morning
Fiji Times
The Sun News of the Morld
News Synday Times Post Courier
Magazines and Books ElleSky
TimesSupplements
AutomobileElle
New York 19 other Titles
TV Meek Pacific Australian Islands Monthly Family Circle Better Homes and Gardens
Geographia Harper, Row Publishers Others include Travel Guide
Batholemew Salem House Bay Books
Nicholson Zondervan Augus, Roberston - Herald and Meekly Times Books
TV, Films Sky 20th Century FoxChannel Fox Broadcasting TV Stations in:Dalla, Houston,Los Angeles,Chicago, Boston,New York, Washington D.C
Printing Bemrose World Printing Over 20 Companies -
Source: The Guardian August 9 1988.
towards the media coverage of those issues appears to be 
neglected or disregarded. Hence, it seems appropriate to look 
into this aspect to have an objective picture of how the press 
covered that item of Mapping and how the readers perceived and 
understood it.
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specifically, the Mapping case is examined through two 
aspects. The first one concerns the analysis of press content 
of items relating to this strike, in terms of distortion, bias 
and impartiality. The second aspect assesses the impact or 
influence (if any) of the coverage on readers’ attitudes and 
opinions.
G)Analysis of newspapers content:
Basically the purpose of the content analysis in this piece of 
research as already mentioned is to examine whether the press 
fairly covered and reported the issue of Mapping. In other 
words, which aspects or dimensions of the strike were stressed 
above others and which side had the prominent coverage?. How 
were the workers portrayed and what were the editors' views 
towards the dispute?. How were the causes and effects of this 
item presented and what was the distribution (number) of 
articles and editorials devoted by each newspaper to this 
dispute.
These are some of the questions, and the unit of 
analysis which is the most important item that counted in this 
method, will concern the selection of titles, dates and 
articles on this strike.
1) Selection of The Newspapers
The research concerns the analysis of articles reporting on 
Mapping in six newspapers. In fact the selection of the 
newspapers obeys in some respects the principles of sampling
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technique as it will be implemented in the survey. Three 
quality newspapers and three popular ones have been chosen 
according to different criteria.
Thus, the first category of newspapers includes The 
Guardian, The Times and The Financial Times. The Guardian is 
selected for its political orientation. This newspaper is 
considered an independent paper, it has no proprietor. Owned 
by a trust, whose main objectives seem to ensure the continued 
existence and independence of the paper. Rival to it is The 
Times, which is owned by Murdoch. This newspaper was in the 
centre of the row at Mapping and regarded as a right wing 
paper. A third view is provided by The Financial Times. The 
paper of the city is concerned primarily with business matters.
The second category of newspapers includes The Sun, 
The Mail and the Mirror. Here also. The Sun is part of the 
dispute and well known for its comical, sensational and 
sexist style. The second paper is The Daily Mail, perceived 
by some people as a loyal conservative paper, but it was not 
involved in this dispute. The third angle of coverage is 
suggested by The Daily Mirror, considered supportive to the 
labour movement and sympathetic to its causes. The left of 
centre tradition of this title has actually managed to survive 
the passage of years and changing corporate ownership.
Obviously, the selection of these newspapers is still 
problematic because of the difficulties of categorising. In 
spite of this, the criteria in selecting them are based on
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the category of papers in terms of popularity and quality, the 
political orientation, the circulation and the quality 
standards. Overall, the list is not exhaustive, but in a way 
depend on the hypotheses of the research. Though the number 
of newspapers selected remains small, a thorough analysis is 
carried out on their content to achieve conclusive results.
2)Techniques Applied:
After having defined the aims of this research, the issue and 
the sample, the next step consists of selecting articles and 
editorials to be scrutinized. Although the majority of the 
British press shows little support for the labour movement, a 
proportional number of items on the issue was drawn from each 
paper to analyse their way of reporting the events at Mapping.
During the year of the dispute, a great number of 
articles were published, as the issue itself went through 
different moments of tension. For example, when the strike 
broke out, there was an extensive coverage during the first 
two months. The strike calmed down the next month but 
reignited after the negotiations were deadlocked. The scenes 
of riots took place in April and May. Afterwards the low 
tension period followed and lasted throughout the summer 
(though there were picket lines every Saturday). The tension 
regenerated again in September and reached its climax in 
January 1987 which marked the first anniversary of the 
dispute.
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In general, most newspapers reported the Issue of 
Mapping irregularly from beginning to end. There were some 
differences of interpretation and emphasis in reporting events 
between the two categories of papers.
For instance, the quality papers seem to display more 
interest and published more articles on the strike compared 
with the popular press. In the first two months of the strike 
the quality papers reported and published almost twice the 
number of articles and editorials compared with the popular 
papers. The figure (3) shows the number of items published by 
each newspaper about the issue during January and February 
1986; '
Figure 3: Frequency of items (January and february 1986)
Papers Numbers of articles
The Guardian 20
The Times 17
The Financial Times 18
The Daily Mail 10
The Daily Mirror 12
The Sun 11
It seems that the unequal number of articles between 
these papers was due mainly to the types of each paper, the 
nature and characteristics of the dispute and the course of 
the events relating to it. In spite of this, a systematic and 
representative sample is selected according to the data (for
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each month and each paper).
After having counted the total number of articles and 
editorials on each paper published throughout the one year of 
the dispute, the next step consists of selecting items 
published each month. Then, articles and editorials are 
sampled, stratified according to each week of the month. 
Afterwards, from each week, items were sampled for each day of 
the week. In the end, a representative sample of articles and 
editorials is chosen for each paper and for the entire period 
of the strike (figure 3.1).
It is vital to remind ourselves that the distribution 
of the items varied from the beginning to the end of the 
dispute. When the strike broke out, as already mentioned a 
large number of articles were published, then the number tends 
to decrease from one newspaper to another and varied in 
relation to the course of events.
Figure 3,1: Sample of Articles in Each Newspaper
Papers Number of articles and editorials
The Guardian 11
The Times 10
The F.Times 12
The D.Mail 11
The D. Mirror 10
The Sun 11
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Although the basic orientation of the majority of the 
British press is known for its allegiance to the Conservative 
Party, there was some difference in style and approach between 
the newspapers in their coverage of the strike. For example, 
the quality newspapers appear to be more factual and rational 
with fewer pictures. The popular papers, however, excel in 
their emotional, sensational style sometimes sustained by 
pictures of violence (in the Mapping dispute, the photographs 
display scenes of violence and armoury of weapons used 
etc...).
But prior to further comparison between the two sets 
of papers, it is essential to set up the category scheme 
design to analyse the content of articles. Yet, the choice of 
a system of enumeration of categories is not an easy 
operation, because the media define what types of events are 
significant and also offer different interpretations of how 
to understand them (Hall, 1977). This system has to be 
explicit and relevant to the hypotheses of the research.
In this study, the scheme of categories concerns the 
quantitative and qualitative approach. The first approach 
refers to the distribution, the frequency of occurrence of 
words and the space devoted to the dispute. The second 
conception, however, looks into the substance of the text with 
regard to the style and vocabulary. The third approach is to 
combine, compare results of both approaches and eventually 
interpret them for further analysis.
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In addition to the scheme of categories, the analysis 
has to assess the degree of partiality and bias (if any) in 
both types of papers. In fact, the term bias has a consistent 
meaning from one author to the next. The difference between 
bias in a test and unfair test use is fundamental to an 
understanding of the purpose served by different methods for 
detecting bias (Berk, 1982). In statistical analysis, bias is 
a technical term which is defined as a systematic error in the 
measurement process. However, in the present study, the term 
is used to denote unfairness, partiality and unbalance.
The main problem is not a single one of whether for 
instance, the coverage of Mapping was biased or not. However, 
we must begin by enquiring 'bias in relation to what?’, and 
looking for a number of dimensions along which the ensuing 
enquiry can be pursued (Harrison, 1985).
Indeed it is difficult to establish a true neutral 
point in the analysis. Foutaine (1985) reckons that we cannot 
work with a model which see two sides and between and above 
them a group of media professionals seeking to report in a 
balanced and unbiased way. Every report, every picture, every 
word put out necessarily favours one side or the other. Hence, 
the 'ideology of neutrality’ is impossible to be achieved in 
the analysis (Glasgow Media Group, 1982).
In spite of this, a set of categories for measuring 
the bias in both types of newspapers is suggested and includes 
the space, the placement of the items and their lexical
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devices. In this context, the bias element in the press 
coverage of the Mapping issue is defined through the following 
ways:
a)by explicit argument or opinion favouring one side
b)the use of facts or comments in a controversial way
c)the use of language, which reveals an implicit preference
d)the omission of points on one dimension over others
3)Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches:
In fact, both approaches are inter-related and interdependent 
in the sense that the analysis applies both of them in order 
to achieve complete and objective results. Throughout this 
section, they are implemented simultaneously for the analysis 
of the texts. The first element in the quantitative approach 
concerns the distribution of words.
3.1)The Distribution of Mords:
This element deals with records, numbers of types, number of 
token and average sentence length in the text. The definition 
of record is related to the sentence, which is obviously 
divided into groups of words. Each word is called a token and 
each different word is a type. The division of the number of 
types by the number of tokens generates the type token ratio 
(TTR).
The TTR is one of the most common coefficients for 
analysing the complexity of texts and a reliable indicator for 
examining vocabularies, assessing the psychological state of 
the writer or reporter. Mochmann (1987) defines the TTR as
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'an instrument to identify the easiness or not of the people 
when they write or talk'. This concept also reveals emotions 
and ideas of those who report and the time of occurrence of 
each type of words used within the text.
Specifically, the concepts are operationalized through 
the implementation of the textpack program (figure 3.2). Thus, 
the average sentence length in the entire text for each paper 
is worked out through the division of the total number of 
words in the text by its number of input records (sentences).
Figure 3.2: Distribution of Words
ItemsNewspapers Records Types Token Average sentence Length TTR
The Sun 161 1034 3081 19.13 0.34
The D.Mail 220 1436 4720 21.45 0.30
The D.Mirror 154 988 3193 20.73 0.31
The Times 364 2700 9128 25.08 0.30
The Guardian 312 2450 8432 27.03 0.29
The F.Times 238 2393 8036 33.76 0.30
3.1.1)Average Sentence Length: (Number of Words/Records)
The average of sentence length in the text for each paper can 
be a valid indicator to assess the space allocation and length 
of articles regarding the issue and published by each paper.
Hence, the previous figure displays that the category 
of popular press had low average sentence length, which is due 
mainly to the proportion of space and the format of the pages.
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In fact, the pages in these papers have a small format, 
therefore less space is available. In addition, the 
photographs are included on the same page.
With regard to the length of articles and quantity of 
words, the quality papers tend to devote more space and words 
to the events. The Financial Times had a higher average 
sentence length (33.76), which means more information and 
coverage was provided by this newspaper. The two other quality 
papers fall in the same tendency. They had almost the same 
average sentence length (The Guardian 27.03, The Times 25.08).
The popular papers have less average sentence length 
than the quality one. In this category of papers, though The 
Mail has a high sentence length (21.45) than the two other 
titles (The Sun 19.13 and The Mirror 20.73) is still smaller 
than the quality papers. This reflects the style, vocabulary 
and the smaller sentence length in the tabloid press whose 
pages format is almost half the size of the pages in the 
quality papers.
In brief, the parameter of the average sentence length 
has enabled us to compare differences between these papers 
with respect to the quantitative approach and prominence of 
items.
3.1.2)The Token, Type Ratio (TTR):
Considering this factor in the analysis, the results tend to 
confirm previous findings relating to the average sentence 
length. For instance. The Sun had the highest ratio (0.34),
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this explains perhaps how the state of the reporter is 
restricted or it is just a deliberate choice of restricted 
vocabulary for a down-market readership. The Mail and The 
Mirror have almost the same ratio, which reflected the type of 
vocabularies used. But, the lack of a large number of words 
and a variety of vocabulary in these papers was supplemented 
by more pictures. The quality newspapers had the same ratio as 
the tabloid press, except The Guardian (0.29), which means the 
tendency of this paper to provide various articles using a 
variety of words. Overall, the more the ratio is higher, the 
less the texts are rich and varied.
3.1.3)The Frequency of Occurrence of Key Words:
This parameter enables us to define which words are frequently 
repeated and the vocabulary used by different papers. At a 
glance, it appears that most of them concentrated on some key 
words such as Murdoch, Wapping, Unions and Papers.
The figure (3.3) shows the frequency of occurrence of 
each word in the paper. In the Sun, the rate of occurrence of 
words such as, Wapping(3), EETPU (3) was lower compared with 
other words. The word Police seemed to be of high occurrence 
(28). The Mail focussed on the action of the unions in this 
dispute and the intervention of the police. Both words were 
very often used in this newspaper. However, the electricians 
union which played a key role in the strike (when its leader 
signed a single union deal with Murdoch), appears to be 
diregarded.
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Figure 3.3: Frequency of Occurrence of Some Key Words
Paper : Sun Words (Number Mail Mirror and percentage) Times Guardian F. Times
Wapping 3 28 21 36 20 51%Percent 0.09 0.60 0. 66 0.39 0.24 0.63
Murdoch 3 26 28 11 24 14%Percent 0.09 0.55 0.88 0.12 0.28 0.17
Unions 27 45 42 53 39 55%Percent 0.88 0.95 1.13 0.58 0.46 0.68
Police 28 29 9 28 8 15^Percent 0.91 0.61 0.28 0.31 0.09 0.19
Court 25 24 10 22 10 12%Percent 0.81 0.51 0.31 0.24 0.12 0.15
EETPU 8 9 7 17 33 31%Percent 0.26 0.19 0.22 0.19 0.40 0.39
Papers 12 19 13 46 10 30%Percent 0.39 0.40 0.41 0.50 0.12 0.37
Instead, the Mail emphasized the illegal action of the 
unions (45). At the same time (though a few times), it 
praised and legitimised the EETPU decision. In The Mirror, the 
word Unions had a higher rate of occurrence which perhaps 
illustrated the sympathy expressed by this paper towards the 
workers. Words EETPU, Police, Court and Papers were also 
used.
In the other category of papers, most titles stressed 
words Newspapers, Court, Police. These words are related to 
facts of the dispute. In The Guardian , the word Wapping (20) 
had a higher rate of occurrence. Words of Unions (53) and the 
Papers (46) were very often mentioned in The Times whereas
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words of EETPU (17) and Murdoch (11) had the lowest rate of 
occurrence. The Financial Times, however, tended to have a 
wide range of words such as Murdoch (14), Police (15), Court 
(12), EETPU (31)and Papers (30). Words Mapping (51) and 
Unions (55) had the highest percentage of occurrence.
In addition to these results, some assumptions can be 
drawn for a qualitative approach. Thus, in The Sun, the words 
Mapping, Murdoch and EEPTU were used very few times compared 
with other words. Was it a form of restriction and censorship 
or another tactic to direct the coverage on particular words 
and areas?. The word Unions was of high occurrence: Was it an 
important word or an intentional manner to focus on it as it 
was at the basis of this strike?. In fact, throughout the 
issue, this paper emphasized in its coverage the necessity of 
moving to the new plant, regardless of the social impact on 
the workers, who are blamed for the scenes of violence.
The Mail mentioned the EETPU (9) as an example of 
moderation. This newspaper praised its action of signing a 
single union deal. The Mirror cited few times the EETPU and 
Police, but Unions remain the key word (42). It seems the 
prominence of the word Unions was related to the social and 
economic implications of this strike.
In The Times, the words Murdoch and EETPU seem to 
disappear from its vocabulary. Here again, was it a form of 
manipulation of the news to present and interpret them in 
their 'appropriate context’?. This paper had in fact praised 
the benefits of new technology and its efficiency, but at the
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same time, blamed the workers and legitimised the police 
intervention. In contrast. The Guardian highlighted the 
single union deal between electricians and Murdoch and its 
repercussions on the courses of events. Words Court, Papers 
and Police were frequently cited. The inter-union rivalry also 
was very often discussed item. In The Financial Times, the 
words Police and Murdoch were less frequent. However, most of 
its focus was on words relating to Unions, the new plant of 
Mapping, the action of the EETPU and Papers,
It is important to mention that these words are only 
significant within their appropriate context. In other words, 
each key word has to be analysed within its sentence and 
meaning in the context. For instance, the two papers involved 
in the dispute (The Times and The Sun) focussed on the illegal 
action of the print workers by referring very often to the 
police and the courts. The rest of the papers tend to widen 
the list of words in relation to their perception and vision 
of the dispute.
In short, each paper seems to favour some key words 
over others to cover and portray the events according to their 
interests and policy. This division was apparent between the 
popular press and the quality. The first category stressed 
the sensational and violent side of the issue, whereas the 
second category tended to be more extensive and looked at a 
wide range of aspects. However, these results are not relevant 
unless they are considered and combined with other 
techniques. Hence, the use of the Textpack package allowed us
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to define accurately the length of articles, time and the 
frequencies of occurrence of some key words.
It is also necessary to remind ourselves that the 
analysis of items on the Mapping case requires a combination 
of techniques and approaches. The section on the distribution 
of words has to be perceived and analysed in terms of types 
(characters), the position of articles in the newspapers 
(front page, middle or back page) and the nature of 
photographs (size and content).
An objective and complete analysis of articles on the 
Mapping issue, as already mentioned is based on the comparison 
of the results obtained from the distribution of words, 
analysis of headlines and photographs etc...
3.2) Analysis of Headlines:
The wording in the headlines indicates in some respects 
the nature of the editors’ and reporters' attitudes towards 
the dispute and specifically towards the workers and Murdoch 
in terms of favourable, neutral or unfavourable. A set of 
criteria was set up to define and classify headlines according 
to facts and personal opinions and views, style and use of 
language. The categorisation of headlines also depends on the 
political orientation of each newspaper. It is also 
appropriate to analyse these headlines with respect to the 
texts, wording, style and the photographic discourse. Thus, 
after recording the headlines, the next step consists of 
classifying them accordingly.
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Figure 3.4: Categorisation of Headlines in The Sun
Headlines Attitudes towards workers Pro Neutral Con
Rent-a yob blamed for picked violence - - +
Whopping blow for Brenda - - +
Arsenal of the hordes — - +
Arsenal of terror - - +
War at Mapping - — +
Sky filled with missiles - - +
Print thugs slash Times man - - +
Print Union's 17 million pounds seized — + -
Riot mob tried to burn police horse alive — - +
Print union in new threat to black The Sun — - +
Weapons of mob and hate — — -f
Hero Sun drivers keep on trucking. They ignore union boss’s orders
+
Hate campaign hits Hammmond — - +
The wording in these headlines expressed a negative attitude 
towards the print unions and workers. This was sustained by 
some strong and offensive words such as: Arsenal of the Hordes 
Weapons of Mob and Hate and Riot Mob Tried to Burn Police 
Horse Alive. The last headline, for instance was relevant to 
encourage hate and anger from the British public, known for 
its love and care for animals. The purpose behind this
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headline was to distract some readers' attention from the main 
issue of the strike. In most headlines (9), the attitudes and 
opinions expressed were against the workers and their 
representatives, stressed the violence but nothing else on the 
other aspects of the dispute. 7 headlines were published in a 
large type to attract more attention and located either in the 
front pages or the second one (see appendix). The dramatic 
picture drawn by The Sun of the events through the series of 
photographs gave the impression that the workers were engaged 
in war against the police and Murdoch. In the end, the plant 
of Mapping became a battlefield.
Figure 3.5: Categorisation of Headlines in The Daily Mail
Headlines AttitudesPro towards workers Neutral Con
Union risks 17 million pounds 'clout' - - +
Murdoch claims print 'victory' - - +
Potted plant and computer that say hello - + -
The arsenal of hatred - - +
Fanatics behind battle of Mapping Rampage of terror - -
+
+
In this paper, the same characteristics found in The Sun apply 
here (offensive and exaggerated language, written in a large 
character and located in front and second pages). Some of the 
headlines (figure 3.5) expressed attitudes of disapproval and 
hate at the workers by using an emotional and extreme wording.
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The causes of the strike were hardly mentioned in these 
headlines, which imply that the new plant became the theatre 
of violence and riots.
Figure 3.6: Categorisation of Headlines in The Daily Mirror
Headlines AttitudesPro towards workers Neutral Con
Now Murdoch puts 1,000 rail jobs on line + - -
Mapping massacre — + -
Pickets in new siege of Mapping + - —
Unions put cash on Labour + - -
Murdoch bid goes to vote - + -
Turmoil in Fleet Street - + -
Not such a Mapping offer + - -
The weapons of Mapping - + -
Printers in court - + -
Mhopping trouble - +
At least in this paper, there was a quite fair and balanced 
wording in the headlines. For instance, the headline of 'Now 
Murdoch Puts 1,000 Rail Jobs on Line’, illustrated the wide 
range of views and aspects of the strike and its impact on the 
workers' social and economic life. It also showed some kind 
of sympathy and understanding towards the strikers. However, 
the headline of 'Pickets in New Siege of Mapping', which seems 
to be anti-worker, was in fact categorised as a pro-worker one 
as the pickets lines were officially allowed, though held 
under siege from the police forces. In some respects, this
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paper looked at a variety of dimensions surrounding the 
dispute. It was the least unfavourable paper compared with 
The Sun and The Mail, which unilaterally opposed employees and 
unions.
Figure 3.7: Categorisation of Headlines in The Times
Headlines Pro Attitudes towards Neutral workersCon
Murdoch set print union a new problem - - +
Hard lessons for Mapping — + -
A very dangerous error — — +
One year at Mapping - - +
Fleet Street:Now the truth can be told - + -
Using the law - + —
To Mapping with principles still intact — — +
Though the wording in these headlines (figure 3.7) was not as 
bad as in The Sun and The Mail, nevertheless they expressed an 
incomplete picture of the actual events which occurred during 
the strike. It is useful to recall that The Times was 
implicated in the row and the editorial staff was committed to 
defending Murdoch’s move. Thus, little concern was shown for 
the workers' hardships and two headlines,'One Year at 
Mapping', "A Very Dangerous Error' appeared to favour Murdoch 
and blame the workers for what happened.
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Figure 3.8: Categorisation of Headlines in The Financial Times
Headlines AttitudesPro towardsNeutral workersCon
High stakes in the battle of Mapping - + -
Mapping row union finds it pays to be polite with the law + - -
Mapping may lead to tighter union law - + -
Crunch near as Murdoch and union brace for war - + -
The Times gives ultimatum to 12 rebel journalists — + -
Murdoch wins first round in the battle over Mapping — - +
Printers make concessions + - -
Hard times for the Mapping journalists - + -
Murdoch vows never to use print union at Mapping — + ""
In the headlines (figure 3.8), there was a variety of ideas 
and aspects. Both employer and employees seem to be mentioned 
very often, though the focus of this paper was on some facts. 
By looking at a wide range of points. The Financial Times 
offered in some respects an objective image of the events, 
state the positions of both parties such as, “Printers Make 
Concessions’, “Murdoch Wins First Round in the Battle of 
Mapping’, “Crunch Near as Murdoch and Union Brace for War'. 
Further, the newspaper of the city mentioned in the headlines 
(see Appendix) the impact of the move to Mapping on the future
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of the British press industry and industrial relations.
Figure 3.9: Categorisation of Headlines in The Guardian
Headlines Attitudes towards workersPro Neutral Con
The final throes of Mapping — + -
Two sides of trouble - + -
Law - + -
Seven days of hard thinking - + -
The law after Mapping — 4- -
Another hot night in the East End — + -
The hard sell at Mapping + - -
Mapping: The issues fall into place - + -
Mapping: The point of no return - + -
This paper tended to be less critical towards the printers. As 
it claims itself independent. The Guardian seemed to be more 
concerned with civil rights and the social and economic 
difficulties of the workers. With regard to the headlines 
(figure 3.9), the wording was balanced and less controversial, 
both sides were responsible for acts of violence. Thus, 
negotiations and common sense have to prevail in relation to 
the force of the law.
In sum, in this section of headlines, three newspapers 
were critical of the print workers, namely The Sun, The Daily 
Mail and The Times, which supported Murdoch's move. The rest 
of the papers shared attitudes of approval and disapproval for
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both sides in this dispute, blaming them for the riots.
3.3)Analysis of Photographs:
In addition to the press and broadcasting, the photograph is a 
medium of communication. Conventional wisdom tell us that a 
good picture is worth a thousand words. Sometimes, it can be 
worthless or misleading (Wagner, 1979). The picture research 
is in itself another subject of study, nevertheless a brief 
analysis of the pictures in the Mapping case is proposed to 
enable us to have an objective interpretation of the events.
Thus, Besides the analysis of the text and frequency of 
occurrence of words, the content of images published in the 
papers defines messages in terms of bias, error and validity. 
The pictures are a photographic discourse and reflect some 
aspects of the context. Considered as an omnipresence in our 
everyday social life, the pictures contribute to the 
production and dissemination of meanings which are inevitably 
subject to cultural definition in a society.
The aims in this section is neither to scrutinize the 
meanings of the images nor to apply the theory of photography. 
It is important, however, to mention that the content of 
photographs checks the reliability of what one is intended to 
say with the images which generate information.
Thus, the picture research obeys the same frameworks 
as the texts in the media and press. The semiotic is the 
appropriate frame to define and interpret pictures. In this
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context, neither the wording of the text nor the language of 
photographs are free from the determination of the language 
itself (Wagner, 1979).
In the titles sampled, there were differences of style, 
vocabulary and pictures among the papers. For example, the 
quality papers tend to insert less photographs, whereas in 
the popular press, the pictures are legion. It is clear that 
the absence of a great number of words in the popular press is 
supplemented by an abundance of photographs. They offer “a 
visual imagery' of the events. Regarding the Mapping issue, 
for instance, in The Sun three pictures displayed scenes of 
violence and riots. They presented the weapons, stones and 
missiles used by the strikers to attract the readers on one 
particular aspect of the issue and highlighted their illegal 
and violent action.
Though a verbal description of the photographs appears 
to be inadequate, nevertheless some assumptions can be made 
from the series of pictures published in each newspaper (see 
the appendix) and compare different images and backgrounds. 
The results were that the pictures present the “appropriate 
window' of the dispute for each newspaper, which were selected 
in line with the written messages. The example of The Sun as 
already cited, is relevant to the manipulation of photographs. 
The pictures of violence shown in this paper overshadowed the 
social and economic repercussions on the workers, by focussing 
on the side of violence and riots. The readers ended up with a 
picture of a battlefield where police and thugs were involved.
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However, one may ask whether the photographs are more 
convincing, attractive and relevant than pages of words and 
literature. It seems that pictures are significant and 
accurate to show one personal dimension of the events. In this 
context and besides the written messages which have supported 
Murdoch’s move to Mapping, the pictures contributed in some 
respects to justifying and legitimising the move to the new 
plant by discrediting the workers and their unions through the 
display of images of violence. In the end, photographs become 
a core meaning and essential part of messages in the tabloid 
press, the vacuum and the way of reporting the events.
As already found in headlines and prominence of items, 
the pictures did not show all aspects of the dispute. Three 
titles (popular papers) presented the images of riots and 
attacks. The pictures of weapons and missiles were greatly 
zoomed and little was displayed of the workers’, hardships. By 
this is meant, that these papers concentrated on negative 
aspects of demonstrations between police and protesters. 
Evidently, the words and images carefully chosen, were 
combined to send the “objective picture’ of the dispute to the 
readers.
In contrast, the quality press displayed less pictures 
and few photographs on the scenes of riots. Shields, batons 
and police against bricks, bottles and poles were shown. There 
were pictures of key figures in this dispute such as, the 
general secretary of NGA, TUC, Sogat and NUJ etc... In fact, 
the quality papers devoted a great amount of articles (words)
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instead of pictures as it was the case for the popular 
newspaper in their coverage of the issue.
In the end, one may wonder which technique or rather 
view is efficient and effective?. Which method is accurate as 
far as the impact on the readers are concerned?. Do the 
readers prefer long articles to the pictures or both?. Again 
these questions required further analysis to assess the 
effectiveness of pictures or texts (words) on the readers's 
opinions and attitudes.
After all, the photographs can contribute to both 
understanding of the world as well the art of communication. 
There is no neutral photograph, each picture is defined in 
some respects by the ideological and cultural organisation in 
the society (Wagner).
In brief, the framework of analysis of pictures is 
vital to examine their validity and reliability. In the case 
of Mapping, the pictures sustained the messages and came to 
terms with the line drawn by newspapers in reporting in their 
“appropriate way' this industrial action. Texts and images 
were complementary and led to presenting the “proper imagery' 
of the dispute. The pictorial message seemed to be carefully 
chosen in relation to the social and economic context.
3.4)Summary:
In the previous section, the quantitative analysis has defined 
the length of items, the frequency of occurrence of words and
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the vocabulary. It has enabled us to make some statistical 
inferences. The quality papers emerged as the more serious and 
factual papers than the popular ones. The prominence of events 
was also higher in these papers, though the interpretation and 
emphasis was not identical. This was subject to the perception 
by each paper and the way of reporting this issue.
The Times misrepresented some important aspects of the 
dispute and supported the move to the new plant unequivocally. 
The Financial Times, on the other hand, reported a range of 
sides of the problem, including economic, technological and 
social dimension. The Guardian, however, questioned the 
parties involved to express more comprehension to reach 
agreement, which can satisfy both sides.
The anatomy of the popular newspapers in comparison, 
displayed that these papers devoted less space to the issue, 
but supplemented this by a large number of photographs. 
Furthermore, the style, wording and vocabulary were 
sensational. Little concern for the reasons of this strike and 
its impact on the workforce was shown, which is evident for 
the popular press, though The Mirror gave different views of 
the events.
Thus, it can be implied from the previous analysis 
that within the same category of papers, there were some 
differences of attitudes and prominence of events. The 
wording and the style were also different within the quality 
papers as well as the popular ones. Thus, the tabloid press 
has the reputation of dishonesty and bad taste (Jenkins,
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1986). However, supporters of this category of papers argue 
that these aspects are all desired by readers, who would 
otherwise stop buying them. In practice it is perfectly 
possible for a newspaper to be popular, honest, inquiring and 
informative.
The popular press has the notorious character of using 
inappropriate language. The Royal commission on the press in 
its report found that, though The Sun is the most widely read 
paper, it is seen as short on news, sensational in its 
coverage of issues and inclined to bias and inaccuracy. In the 
same way, Jenkins admitted five of the six tabloids in this 
country, are unmistakably conservative, three are almost 
carbon copies of each other.
In spite of this, most readers prefer the popular paper 
and particularly The Sun, though admitting that they would not 
miss it much if it was not there. But they still bought it 
because it was “enjoyable’. What is the enigma of the 
“success’ of The Sun?. Is it because of the gossip stories, 
page three girl or the bingo?. Yet, the bingo war has left 
the popular press mimicking each other’ ideas, stealing each 
other’s staff and avoiding any material that risked being 
boring or seriously engaging their audiences (Jenkins).
4)Categorisation:
4.1)Scheme of Categories:
The set of category deals with the analysis of texts in each 
newspaper with regard to the style, vocabulary and the
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prominence of items reported within the appropriate context. 
Because the strike broke out on technological grounds, it is 
appropriate to set up categories for this aspect and the 
social and economic implications for the workers. The strike 
went through the process of negotiations and talks then 
failure and confrontation, followed by legal action. These 
different steps of the dispute are defined as a category, the 
other aspect concerns the press coverage itself in terms of 
facts and personal opinions.
Hence, this is the scheme of categories proposed in 
this research and more categories can suggested for further 
analysis. As the more the number of categories is higher, the 
more likely, the scheme of categories is relevant to the 
study.
The next scheme of categories was obtained from the 
process of categorisation, which required coding, counting, 
classifying then analysing accordingly;
a) Negotiations b) Disagreement and confrontation
c) Social dimension d) Economic, finances and technology
e) Legal action f) Personal opinions
1) The category of “negotiation’ created from words, which 
denote deal, agreement, conciliation and talks etc... These 
words emerged from articles in papers, by looking at the 
entire list of words in the text for each paper then counted 
and classified.
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2)The category of 'disagreement and confrontation’: The 
same process applies and the words of failure, confrontation, 
rupture, deadlock, disagreement and impasse were counted and 
classified accordingly.
3) The 'social dimension’ category deals with aspects which 
cover social implications for the print workers such as; 
unemployment misery and hardship etc...
4) In the ' economic, financial and technological category’ 
the words relating to efficiency, profitability, new 
techniques and rationality were classified.
5) For the category of ' legal action’ concerns decision of 
the court to sequestrate the unions’ assets and words of 
injunction, judgment etc...
6) Finally, the last category 'personal views’ covers ideas 
and opinions about the dispute. The words expressing personal 
judgment or not related to the facts of the strike fall in 
this category.
On the basis of this scheme, the process of coding the 
texts took place and the following results were obtained. In 
fact, each category is rated with respect to the number of 
words related to it in the total number of articles and 
editorials selected for each newspaper (figure 4).
4.2) Results and Interpretation:
The figure 4 shows the percentage of occurrence of categories 
and their prominence in the items selected in each newspaper.
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Figure 4: Frequency of Categories in Each Newspaper
1Categories i a 1 1Papers 1 1
b c d e f
The Sun 8% 27% 7% 20% 12% 26%
The D.Mail 18% 27% 7% 18% 10% 20%
The D.Mirror 19% 23% 13% 19% 8% 18%
The Times 18% 20% 11% 25% 6% 20%
The F.Times 20% 17% 15% 24% 5% 19%
The Guardian 21% 19% 15% 20% 8% 17%
a)The Sun:
In the proportion of space devoted to the dispute, the 
category of disagreement and confrontation had the highest 
score (27%). This tendency demonstrated how this newspaper 
stressed the sensational and violence dimension of the issue. 
Instead of looking at the possibilities of reaching a deal. 
The Sun fuelled a worsening situation. The style applied was 
personal (26%) and expressed more personal opinions rather 
than facts. Besides, some strong words were used to describe 
an official strike. For instance, words such as mob, thugs, 
fanatics, extremists and trotskyists were used in the actual 
context of the dispute.
It can be asked whether this description was accurate 
and reflected the actual situation. Are items of industrial 
actions occurring in Britain or elsewhere, equally treated by 
this paper?. It can be implied that The Sun, for instance, is
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keen to Interpret troubles and disputes in Poland and Rumania 
as violation of human rights. In Britain, however, industrial 
troubles are the instigation of 'the loony left' or militants, 
whose aims is to usurp and undermine the democratic society as 
this paper put it. The Sun is well known for its fantasy as 
his chairman likes to admit, 'After all we are in the business 
of leisure and entertainment'.
Although, some intruders (not concerned by the strike) 
were involved in these riots, it is not an excuse for using 
such a degrading language. These words reflected sentiments of 
cynicism and disdain towards the workers.
Further, The Sun stressed the legal action against 
the workers, playing at the same time the role of judge and 
jury. Subsequently, this has overshadowed the social impact 
of this issue on the workforce and its future. Indeed, it 
seems that the social and economic implications for the 
workers was an item of less concern (7%). A large number of 
items were concerned with the negative aspect of the dispute 
(disagreement and confrontation). The language of conciliation 
and negotiation disappears with only 8% and was replaced by a 
cynical and offensive wording to describe the strikers.
The Sun had already confirmed the trend of partiality, 
revealed in the previous results. Through its way of 
reporting and treating the events, it was singled out as the 
most biased and controversial paper. The negative aspects of 
the issue were applied to run its campaign of smears.
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allegation and intimidation against the workers.
b)The Daily Mail:
The Daily Mail closely followed The Sun in its way of 
reporting the events. It highlighted aspects of disagreement 
and failure of talks (27%), presented in a sensational manner. 
This paper focussed on the move to Mapping and introduction of 
new technology in the press with particular reference to the 
case of Mapping (18%). Although, this aspect was equally 
shared by other papers, it seems The Daily Mail ignored the 
social repercussions of such a move on the workers (7%), 
dismissed by Murdoch. Thus, the prominence of items of 
violence overshadowed social and economic consequences of 
this issue, the conciliatory option was not a main concern and 
relegated to a secondary position (7%). The Mail had in some 
respects the same perception or view taken by The Sun, It is 
not surprising that the coverage ought to convey the 
partiality and unfairness of these papers, as already proved.
c)The Daily Mirror:
Basically, the findings reveal a more balanced presentation of 
the aspects of this strike. Though, the legal action had the 
lowest score (8%). The other categories were almost equally 
reported. This paper mentioned the items of confrontation 
and violence (23%). The process of negotiations and talks to 
to reach a deal was in fact an item of concern (19%). The 
technological dimension of the issue and the necessity to 
modernise the British press in general and Murdoch's titles 
were also reported (19%). At the same time, their concern
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for the fate of the workers was similarly treated (16%).
Thus, the coverage tended to look at all aspects of 
this industrial action, in a less sensational manner. The 
personal style was less prominent (18%) compared with The Sun 
and The Mail. The coverage of the events was balanced in some 
respects and gave the varied aspects related to the dispute.
d)The Times:
Evidently, the economic, financial and technological aspects 
were fully supported (25%) by this paper. Since, the editorial 
staff had agreed to carry on working in the new plant, they 
had committed themselves to supporting Murdoch's action. Thus, 
the prominence of this dimension was based on the journalists' 
attitudes to back down the print workers. A great amount of 
items were characterized by personal views and opinions (20%). 
Disagreement and rupture of talks were also embodied in their 
opinions (20%). The social aspect (11%) and the legal action 
(5%), however, seemed to be of less concern. The trends showed 
that economic and financial aspects were highly rated (24%), 
with disregard for the social implications for the workers.
This paper displayed a lack of impartiality and the 
focus on fewer aspects over others led them to present a 
partial view of the dispute. The flavour of the British press 
appears to be in decline and Evans (1983) admitted that since 
Murdoch had owned this paper, its quality standards and 
integrity were no longer his chief concern. Indeed, the 
coverage of Mapping appeared to be a vivid example of this 
tendency, pursued at the expense of journalistic qualities.
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e)The Financial Times:
Understandably, business matters are the central items of this 
paper. It focussed on economic and technological issues (24%). 
Other aspects of the strike were also reported with a fair 
coverage. For instance, the process of talks(20%) and its 
failure (17%) were reported, followed by scenes of violence 
and disruption. The effects on the workers were not 
disregarded (15%). The move to Mapping and the introduction 
of new technology were other areas of interest.
However, the legal action of the court to sequestrate 
unions' assets was not of great importance (5%). Apparently 
this aspect was not crucial as were the future of industrial 
relations and unions. Overall and throughout the year of the 
dispute, this paper preserved and maintained some objectivity 
and completeness in its coverage.
f)The Guardian:
This newspaper reported the dispute in almost the same terms 
and way as did The Financial Times. The main aspects were in 
some respect thoroughly treated and commented upon. Thus, the 
category relating to negotiations had the highest score (21%). 
This explains how this paper stressed the possible ways of 
reaching a deal, without causing industrial disruption. 
Though, economic and technological aspects were forcefully 
advocated (20%), the social dimension of the strike was not 
ignored (15%).
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The Guardian blamed both employees and Murdoch for 
their intransigence. Although it argued that the action of 
Murdoch to modernise his titles was inevitable, this process 
had to be bilaterally negotiated and not at the expense of one 
side. This was the way this paper perceived the issue and 
presented it, which was to some extent a fair picture of the 
events. It also drew the public attention to civil rights and 
difficulties of the workers.
In brief, it is seldom that such a view is advocated, 
as The Sun, The Mail, The Times and The Financial Times 
emphasized the technological option. Moreover, the scenes of 
violence and confrontation which for some time characterised 
the strike were prominently reported by some papers without 
discussing the facts and causes of it.
4.3)Synthesis:
The figure (4.1) illustrates the prominence of categories, in 
terms of the average of percentage for each category in the 
papers. For instance, the rate of occurrence for the 
categories relating to disagreement (22%),- economic, finances 
and technology (21%), personal style and opinions (20%) had 
the highest score. The press focussed on these aspects, which 
were considered as prominent and ignored. The tendency showed 
also that items relating to efficiency, profitability and 
technology were highly reported. By contrast, the social and 
human aspect seemed to be of less importance (11%).
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Figure 4.1: Average Frequency of Categories in All Newspapers
Categories Percent for all papers
a)Negotiations 17%
b )Disagreement 22%
c) Social dimension 11%
d)Economic, technological aspect 21%
e)Legal action 8%
f)Personal opinions 20%
Thus, the under-representation of this aspect was a 
pertinent example of distortion and bias, creating an 
incomplete and erroneous interpretation of events. In the 
same way, the press defended the present economic policy 
through its way of covering the Mapping dispute.
It can be assumed that editorials and articles in the 
quality press were longer, detailed and sometimes factual. In 
contrast, the popular press highlighted the events without 
further development or analysis. Moreover, in this category 
of papers, the vocabulary and style were sensational and the 
commentaries were hardly made.
5)Conclusion:
5.1)Trends:
The combination of the results of both approaches displays a 
tendency of partiality in reporting Mapping. It was implied 
that some newspapers covered and reported this item in a
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manner to convenience the present system.
Both parties were not equally treated, notably the 
workers, who regarded as troublemakers. The focus of the 
papers was on negative aspects at the expense of some positive 
actions such as the possibilities of negotiations and talks to 
reach agreement, the social conditions of the workers etc... 
This style of coverage created a certain climate of mistrust 
and indignation. The readers reacted differently to the 
workers as they received an incomplete version of events.
Neither the causes nor the effects were properly 
reported, and the way it was presented sustained an offensive 
wording in the popular newspapers, which reflects its down­
market editorial. In fact, the popular papers have more 
fundamental journalistic implications and undermine the will 
of proprietors to own more newspapers (Jenkins).
In effects, some headlines as already stated expressed 
an attitude of hate and disregard to the strikers. Even some 
of the wordings were carefully selected to illustrate the 
'appropriate perception of the events’. Some key words were 
used to maintain and direct the way of presenting the issue. 
The content of editorials emphasized particular aspects. 
Moreover, it has emerged in the analysis, that three papers 
(The Sun, The Mail and The Times) reported the issue in a way 
to discredit the workers and their unions.
The focus was to legitimise the move to Mapping, 
regardless of the social and human repercussions. This way of
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perceiving the events was put into effect through a selective 
wording and vocabulary to support such action. The negative 
attitude of the editors and reporters towards the strike 
helped to maintain an image of distortion and bias. Even the 
pictures were chosen to describe scenes of violence and riots. 
It was hardly possible to display positive aspects of the 
issue.
In the end, it appears that some newspapers covered 
this item in accordance with their interests and policy, which 
match with the present political system. Although, the strike 
itself concerned one aspect of the future of the British press 
each paper ought to define and take the appropriate decision 
for its future. This new move was the result of the present 
economic policy which stresses more competitiveness and 
challenge.
The present findings confirm previous studies which 
revealed the lack of objectivity and impartiality of the press 
in reporting items on industrial relations issues. Thus, their 
interpretation have to be considered within the present 
political, economic and social context. The system had 
implicitly or explicitly helped this press to perpetuate an 
apathetic attitude towards the workers. The arsenal of 
legislation on industrial relations was put into effect 
through a campaign of smear and disinformation against the 
labour movement. It looks as if the system and the press were 
colluding to wipe out the 'British disease'. Similarly in the 
Wapping dispute, the government did not bother to intervene at 
all. Instead, its passive attitude had exonerated Murdoch to
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carry on his move to the new plant. Apparently, the economic 
and political system had 'swallowed' such a shift without 
objection.
Though Murdoch's action was a breach of agreement with 
the unions, little opposition and concern were displayed by 
the majority of the papers. In reality, they approved 
implicitly or explicitly the transfer to thenewplant.
5.2)Findings in The Popular and Quality Press:
The content analysis method has enabled us to achieve some 
results regarding the objectivity of the press in reporting 
items of Wapping. It can be concluded that three papers 
(already mentioned in the previous section) covered and 
presented this issue in such a way as to distort the reality 
and discredit the workers and their representatives. This 
picture was highly noticeable in some articles, editorials and 
images about the dispute in The Sun, The Mail and The Times.
In the first instance, the tabloid press excelled in 
its reports of the negative version of the events. In fact, 
throughout the coverage of the strike, this press had 
maintained a level of unpopularity and disagreement towards 
the workers. The quality press, on the other hand, though 
less cynical, contributed to building up sentiments of anger 
and hate towards the strikers. Other positive aspects of the 
issue were only mentioned by a few papers, which had a small 
circulation. Thus, their impact is very little compared with
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the whole number of papers supporting Murdoch.
In the light of these findings, it is quite clear that 
the media and namely the press has in its way of covering the 
issue, translated the present economic and political policy. 
Through the coverage of Wapping, the papers expressed their 
allegiance and support for the present system. The readers, 
on the other hand, found themselves having little choice, but 
to perceive the events through the few media available. The 
only version they have is that offered by the newspapers they 
read. Though they may not believe in what is written, it was 
the only image or dimension of the situation reported by the 
press.
Above all, the question is whether the papers are free 
to express different views from the government, or is it a 
form of policy to allow few papers to criticize it to preserve 
a kind of democracy and freedom of the press?. The answer 
lies in the complex relationship between the political and 
economic system and the press, the internal structure and 
organisation of the press industry.
Nowadays, the preservation of the papers depend on the 
circulation, revenue and profitability of commercial concern. 
The advertisement is the main source of profits and it is 
remembered that threats were wielded against The Guardian to 
withdraw advertisement from its pages, in reaction to its 
disapproval of the British intervention in the Suez crisis 
(1956). This is one part of the answer, which shows the 
dependency of the papers. Caution and restraint are therefore
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necessary for these papers, if they are to overcome the 
pressures of the establishment and survive from challenging 
industry. In the end, what happened in Wapping, seems to fall 
in this perspective of analysis.
5.3)Levels and Dimensions of Analysis:
The dispute is examined through two levels of analysis. The 
macro level which concerns the political and economic context 
of the issue and the micro level which refers to the timing 
and the status of the dispute.
At the first level, the political system ought to 
preserve somehow its interests by “suggesting’ the way of 
presenting the events. The press as Boyce (1986) put it is 
an extension of the political system not a check or balance 
on parliament or the executive. Although, the press is 
proprietally independent, it has integrated itself into the 
political establishment rather than stood against it.
In the second instance, the analysis refers to the 
events and their interpretation regarding the status and time 
of their occurrence. Throughout the year 1986-1987, several 
strikes took place, which had more social and economic impact 
in the society. Other stories overshadowed the prominence of 
Wapping in the media print. For instance. Challenger disaster, 
the overthrow of Marcos in The Philippines, the Westland 
affair, the assassination of the Swedish Prime Minister and 
the American raid against Libya were important events which 
happened, while the Wapping dispute was in progress.
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In effects, these stories had occupied for some time 
front pages and headlines of the papers, reducing therefore 
the impact of the dispute and its intensity. Indeed, once the 
readers are informed of the dispute, they tend to switch off 
to new stories by showing little interest in previous stories. 
Hence, the editor has to investigate for a more attractive 
scoop, even though the Wapping strike is in progress but 
relegated to a minor event. Thus, the timing of occurrence 
of the dispute is an indicator to measure its impact and 
prominence of coverage.
The dispute has to be rated and considered with 
respect to its status. In other words, the series of industrial 
actions, which occurred at the same time as the Wapping one 
(British Telecom, Teachers’ strike. Nurses, Customs etc...), 
are also factors of consideration. The press coverage of the 
printers’ strike can be presented regarding to its importance 
in the industry and place in society. In reality, these 
elements determine its weight of influence and impact on the 
society.
Considering these factors, the Wapping issue was of 
less urgency and delicacy than the nurses' or British Telecom 
strikes. Subsequently, the public tends to be less concerned, 
as it did not affect them directly. In the end, the strike 
was confined to a specific social group (though there was a 
great publicity by different unions and their sympathisers).In 
fact, it lessened the effect on the public opinion tired of
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industrial actions. Indeed, the coverage of the strike itself 
had become insignificant and boring, although the dispute was 
in progress.
However, it is vital to define a strategy of analysis 
of the papers content and their interpretation. As already 
stated, the present study is concerned with the internal and 
external dimensions of the dispute. Thus, on the one hand, the 
internal dimension remains, confined strictly to the way the 
papers reported and covered the issue, in terms of style, 
vocabulary and prominence of items. On the other hand, the 
external aspect reflects the political and economic system, 
in which the dispute takes place. This factor influences and 
defines in some respects the way the issue is presented and 
also how it will be resolved.
It will be worth analysing the coverage of several 
items with the same ground to understand the difference in 
coverage and reporting. For instance, how an issue of social 
interest is presented, with comparison to moral, political or 
foreign items?. Do the papers report the same issue, with 
identical approaches or are there differences of style and 
concern?. These are proposed areas for future studies.
The timing and status of the dispute are the other 
important dimension to define whether the issue will have a 
fair and prominent treatment or not?. Previous examples have 
confirmed that issues on industrial relations are more likely 
to be partially reported as the majority of the newspapers in 
this country shows little sympathy to the labour movement. In
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the end, the industrial relations issues remain controversial 
and sometimes crucial because they can determine the fate and 
survival of the political and economic system.
H)Readers’ Attitudes and Perception Towards Press Coverage
1)Prelude:
The second aspect of the empirical approach is the social 
survey which seeks to analyse the readers’ attitudes, opinions 
and perception towards the press coverage of the Wapping case. 
The findings show that the year of studies, the nature of the 
courses students are taking, and the social background can 
affect their perceptions and attitudes towards the media and 
in particular the press.
Though in certain cases, the findings were not very 
significant, nevertheless the general trends fall in the same 
direction as confirmed in recent studies. Thus, it can be 
assumed that students seem to be generally hostile to the 
government. Their social origin tends to be in this particular 
case relevant. Furthermore, students from arts and science 
faculties were more critical to the establishment than those 
in faculty of technology regardless of their social class.
The survey confirms the correlation between different 
variables tested throughout this exercise. In spite of the 
unrepresentative quality of the sample, the results highlight 
the correlation between year, nature of studies and the social
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background on one hand, and students' attitudes towards the 
media and the press on the other. Each variable within its 
weight and influence can contribute to building up one’s 
personal opinions and views.
However, it is important to mention that the findings 
have to be understood regarding the approaches discussed in 
the literature review.
Thus, the use and gratification approach appears to 
apply in this context. In certain circumstances, the students 
use the media and press in relation to their own interest or 
preferences. What they get as gratifications are implied 
accordingly. Further, the interpretation of these findings 
have to perceived within the present social, political and 
cultural context. In fact, the Thatcher era has certainly 
shaped the social and economic life of this country. Attempts 
to understand and interpret the findings require a reference 
to Thatcherite policies.
Specifically, the next sections illustrate techniques 
and methods applied with regard to the sample design, its 
characteristics, the questionnaire and interview. A series of 
tables and figures are presented to display the correlation 
between different variables tested. Though, the correlation 
is not as significant and positive as it should be because of 
the sample size. The tendency shows that the results fall in 
the same direction as those obtained in recent studies.
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2)The Social Survey:
The purpose of this survey is to find out how far the year, 
courses attended and social origin affect students' attitudes 
to the media and in particular the press. Thus, regarding the 
press coverage of Wapping, do these variables have influence 
on students' perception of it?. Further, do they select and 
understand this item with respect to their interest and 
experience, or are they much more likely influenced by the 
media treatment of that issue?.
2.1)The Sample Design:
The present sample concerns male students at the University of 
Surrey. Evidently, it is not an ideal and representative group 
compared with the whole population, nevertheless the students 
are considered as an important social category as they are 
future members of the elite. Then, probably their values and 
opinions will influence somehow the economic, political 
institutions in this country. Overall, this sample represents 
the attitudes and perception of the students at the University 
of Surrey.
In spite of the unrepresentative quality of the sample 
it is appropriate to recall that the student sample was the 
only kind realistically available because of the lack of time 
and resources. As a foreign student, a sample extended to 
other social groups of society is more likely to be impossible
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(lack of understanding of the colloquial language, and bias).
Thus, the sample was chosen from the official list of 
British undergraduate students registered for the academic 
year 1986-1987 and grouped in first, third and final year. In 
fact, the “year of studies variable’ is considered to assess 
its effects (if any) on students’ attitudes towards the press 
and implies their age. Thüs, the age of students in first year 
ranges from 18 to 19, whereas those who are third and final 
year, are aged 22 and above. The two variables can be 
confounded.
Then, the sample was stratified by faculty, and year 
of studies. This is carried out firstly by grouping the 
sample frame into faculty and secondly within each faculty 
group students into year of studies and within each year of 
level into age accordingly. In order to have a homogeneous 
group, the sample concerns all male and full-time students. 
Hence, the sampling frame has been grouped, then the normal 
systematic sample is used to select the appropriate proportion 
of students within each stratum.
The aim of a stratified random sampling is to increase 
precision by taking advantage of prior information about the 
population concerned. As already stated, the population is 
divided into stratum. Afterwards, each stratum is sampled 
independently. In the end, the sample group emerged with 
regard to the variables and reduction in standard error.
Initially, 72 students were chosen. But for a variety
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of reasons, some students did not fill in the questionnaire. 
Others were uncontactable (in industrial placement). However, 
the problem was tackled by a follow up at different times. In 
the end, 58 students (20%) of non-response) accepted the offer 
to complete the questionnaire and were interviewed.
Table 5 : Characteristics of The Sample
Year of Studies
First Year Third and Final Year Total
1i Sciences 8 6 14
Faculty
11}Arts 10 8 18
i1 Technology 16 10 26
Total ! 34 24 58
Although the sample was too small, nevertheless the 
comprehension and understanding of the students contributed to 
a high and satisfactory rate of responses. Indeed, the easy 
access to students enabled us to collect relevant and valuable 
information regarding this piece of research. Throughout the 
period of conducting this survey, informal discussions were 
held and a kind of friendship and confidence was established 
with some students. This friendly atmosphere facilitated the 
personal contacts and permitted to carry out this survey 
without difficulties.
The survey was conducted during the period of March to 
July 1987 (five months) at the University of Surrey. The first
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interview took place exactly one month after the Wapping issue 
and lasted for five months. Obviously, the interval from the 
first to last interviews provides opportunities for changes.
Though such changes have not been measured, prominent 
coverage of Wapping by the media notably television, (which 
displayed scenes of violence and riots) may have kept some 
viewers aware of this issue for a long time. Indeed some of 
them still remember series of street violence in Wapping even 
though a long time had elapsed. One of them spoke of 'Saturday 
Night Fever': An image shown on the small screen and
represented riots every Saturday night.
Concerning the relationship between the questionnaire 
and interview, each respondent filled in and sent back the 
questionnaire either to his department or through the internal 
mail to my office. The next step consisted of fixing a date 
for the interview. Aware already of the purpose of my 
research, the interviewee responded in his own words to some 
questions put to him. In the end, the responses were gathered 
and categorized. But, prior to that, answers in the interview 
and questionnaire for each respondent were examined to have a 
clear picture of his perception and attitudes towards the 
topic. This approach helped to categorize the variety of 
answers and analyse them according to the hypotheses.
As far as the dispute is concerned, it will recalled 
that it had lasted from January 1986 to the beginning of 
February 1987, The end of the strike was the appropriate
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occasion to conduct the survey as all aspects of it appear to 
be delimited and no major new developments were expected.
Besides, the period of one month was chosen to see how 
within this short period of time, the dispute had echoed. Do 
students still remember the dispute and how did they react?.
2.2)The Questionnaire Design:
A set of preliminary informal interviews had taken place with 
fifteen students. The discussion was very open ended and a 
large amount of opinions and suggestions were collected. This 
was followed by a pilot questionnaire of 18 students. It was 
the opportunity to remove the ambiguities and inaccuracies in 
the questions, their wording and meanings etc... On the basis 
of the results a self-completion questionnaire used for a 
proper survey was built up and distributed (a copy is in the 
appendix).
As mentioned in the introduction, the questions in the 
social survey cover areas of year of studies, social status, 
education, cultural activities and students’ attitudes towards 
the media and particularly the press. How will these variables 
influence their opinions and ideas towards the media and the 
press coverage of Wapping?.
l)How the factor year of studies can affect their 
responses. These variables will be operationalized through a 
comparison of the two groups of students, those who are in 
their first year and third, final year. Does the year of 
studies make differences in their perception of the media and
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the press in particular?.
2)Does the social origin which is defined through 
different parameters such as, parents' occupation, types of 
accommodation and lifestyle, dictate students' attitudes 
towards the media and press report of the Wapping Dispute?. 
In fact the social dimension enabled us to assess how this 
aspect can be a factor of identification for students as far 
as their opinions towards the present item were concerned.
3)Do the education and nature of studies contribute to 
forming students opinions towards the media and the press?. 
How these variables affect their perception, understanding and 
interest of the press coverage of Wapping?. In other words, 
are students in arts and sciences more interested in using the 
media and the press than those who are in technology 
faculty?.
In addition to these variables, the social, political 
and cultural activities of the students were then examined to 
understand about their personal involvement at the University. 
Their degree of satisfaction from the place they live and 
study was also explored. How great is their confidence in some 
British institutions were other questions put to them. In the 
same way, a set of questions was asked to find out about 
students' attitudes towards the media (radio, television and 
press).
The emphasis in this piece of research is on the 
press. An extensive series of questions was asked with
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respect to the students' frequency of reading, the set of 
papers they read and different items within the paper they 
prefer and so forth. The aim of the questions was to examine 
whether the selection of items -i.e. current affairs, 
business, sports, arts, etc... is associated with students' 
present studies. Is it more likely that students from faculty 
of human studies read more papers and topics?. Do they prefer 
items and articles within their immediate area of study 
compared with students from the faculties of science and 
technology?.
At the same time, the questions were intended to 
obtain some information as to whether students' opinions about 
the dispute are made by the media or not. Their perception of 
the press coverage may vary from one to another?. Some of them 
can be deeply involved, others are not (lack of interest or 
time?). Further, is there a systematic association between 
social class and attitudes towards the press coverage of 
industrial relations issues?. In sum, the questions were 
intended to locate the social and cultural environment of the 
students and how it affects their opinions towards 
institutions, media and press.
2.3)The Characteristics of The Sample:
The characteristics show that nearly sixty percent of the 
sample of students were in their first year and forty percent 
in third and final year of studies (table 5). In fact it had 
been a difficult task to obtain a representative number of
131
students from the third and final year, as some students were 
not available owing to their industrial placement. Hence, the 
sample certainly lacks some representativeness as far as this 
aspect is concerned.
Just over half the students were from the middle class 
and nearly one third were of skilled manual origin. This 
reflects the figures obtained by Wicks (1986), which show that 
70% of students accepted in British Universities are from the 
middle and upper class. It appears that this tendency is 
still maintained and prevailed in this sample. The social 
origin seems to privilege one specific category in society, 
and offers few opportunities to students from the working 
class to get access to universities. In spite of this, the 
relative numbers of students selected reflect to some degree 
the proportions in the University of Surrey as far as the 
social origin variable is concerned.
Indeed, the social origin in Britain filters, selects 
and defines the type of education to be obtained. The 
diversity of schools offers more opportunities for some 
parents to choose between private, comprehensive, grammar and 
technical school for their children. In the present sample, 
sixty percent of students previously attended comprehensive 
school. Here it will be practical and homogeneous to have a 
fair proportion of respondents from different schools. But 
this seemed unlikely as most of them had taken courses in the 
comprehensive school.
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Similarly, half the students report that their parents 
support the Conservative Party. The rest of them are split 
between other major political parties (Labour, Alliance), In 
the same way, the geo-political situation of the University of 
Surrey can be a parameter to define its political orientation. 
Situated in the “healthy and wealthy’ South East region, the 
town of Guildford is a Conservative area and its support for 
the Conservative government appears to be taken for granted 
with respect to recent elections. This tendency has somehow 
shaped and formed the cultural and political climate at the 
University,
However, the number of students who come from this 
area has not been worked out to understand their political 
allegiance and and compare them with those who come from other 
regions. It is however, more likely that the students' social 
and cultural activities remain, confined to the activities 
available within the frame of the university. The results 
show that more than 42 students are involved at least in one 
social, cultural and political activity. This explains the 
degree of commitment and participation at university.
2.4)Preliminary Results:
The questionnaire covered areas of social status, education 
and political, social and cultural activities of the students. 
In sum, around 32 questions were included in the questionnaire 
and the following trends were discovered:
a)Students' Confidence in British Institutions:
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To the question whether the students have confidence in some 
British institutions, the table summarizes the results:
Table 5.1 : Percentage of Students’ Institutions [N = 58] Confidence in British
Number Institution Percentage
01 Council 67% (39)
02 University 62% (36)
03 Trades Union 57% (34)
04 Parliament 53% (31)
05 Justice 52% (30)
06 Police 50% (29)
07 Government 48% (28)
The table shows that the degree of confidence in council and 
university is higher than the court, the police and central 
government. The trade unions and parliament also appear to 
have a high percentage of confidence.
In fact, the purpose of this table is not to apply the 
significance test to assess the results obtained for different 
institutions. As in the exploratory analysis (which this is) 
significance tests are inappropriate, but that the small 
sample size should be borne in mind in interpreting the 
findings. Hence, the difference of percentage saying they had 
confidence in various institutions has to be analysed with 
caution. Inference or generalisation of the results are only 
problematic because of some statistical issues (Henkel and 
Morrison, 1970) such as, the sampling, population, level and
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techniques etc...
However, when it comes to compare for instance the 
students’ confidence in trade unions with the central 
government, the results display some difference of perception 
(10%). Indeed the government has the lowest rate of 
confidence, which may reflect students’ anti-establishment 
feelings and lack of enthusiasm for the present government.
Though their feelings are not very strong as generally 
known, nevertheless their attitudes towards some institutions 
of the establishment are less sympathetic with respect to the 
other bodies. Above all, these figures offer general views 
and feelings towards some institutions. Any further analysis 
requires a review of the sampling issue, the nature, analysis 
of the hypotheses and their degree of significance etc...
It would be practical to compare the present results 
with other studies. For example, the trade unions seems to be 
more popular than the government. These findings tend to fall 
in the same direction as those carried out in a survey by The 
Listener (December 1987). To the question whether the trade 
unions are a good thing for the country?. 71% of those asked, 
agreed and an overwhelming majority (88%) saw them as 
essential to protect the workers.
Clearly the difference of responses in this survey and 
the Listener’ survey is great (about 14% of difference). Is it 
perhaps because of the wording of the question?. Thus, in the 
Listener, the question was whether the trade unions were a
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good or bad thing, whereas in the present survey, it is more 
about students’ confidence on this institution. Above all, 
the students’ perception of the trade unions is relatively 
favourable and share the same perception as those expressed in 
the Listener.
In the end, is the popularity of the trade unions, the 
result of the present economic and social policy of the 
government?. Has the series of labour legislation to wipe out 
the “British disease’ strengthened and boosted the unions?.
In general, students’ anti-establishment attitudes are 
not a secret. Though the bodies relating to the establishment 
are less popular, nevertheless further research is necessary 
to analyse students' political tendencies within the climate 
at University. It might also be helpful to find out whether 
the political, social and cultural context of the region -i.e: 
Surrey, affect students' attitudes towards the establishment.
In the same way, it would be appropriate to compare 
the present students' responses with the answers of students 
from other universities (where for instance, the Labour Party 
has some of its strongest support in the North of the country 
and Scotland. The Independent newspaper (February 5 1988) 
suggests that voters in the North and West are more likely to 
support the Labour Party than those in the South or East). Can 
we distinguish between the differences of perception and 
confidence in these institutions with regard to the respective 
environment?.
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b)Students' Attitudes Towards The Media:
The next question concerns the students' attitudes towards the 
media (television, press and radio). How important are they 
in their personal and social life?. For instance, with regard 
to their studies, half of them find that the media are not 
very important. In spite of this, 95% said they listen to the 
radio, 93% watch television at least once a day and 57% read 
more than 4 papers a week. This illustrates how prominent are 
the media in the students' life in general. The radio and 
television are the most preferred media. In the same context 
to the question: Among the main mass media, which ones are you 
the most inclined to believe?. The table (5.2) highlights 
which medium is prominent source of news and most credible 
one.
Table 5.2 : Prominence and Credibility of the Media
Category
Medium
Source of news most credible medium
Television 66% (38) 68% (39)
Press 62% (36) 19% (11)
Radio 47% (27) 38% (22)
Though the press remains the second source of information and 
news, ironically it is the least credible one. One may ask 
whether this ambiguity is due to the tabloid papers contents, 
with different stories and gossips or the more students read
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the newspapers, the less they trust them?. With regard to the 
table, the television is the most powerful medium in terms of 
credibility and popularity. The advent of electronic media 
(video-recorder, television etc...) has increased its role and 
consequently reduced the newspaper readership and trust.
Indeed the present results seem to confirm that 
tendency, besides the survey conducted by Bogart (1981), which 
discovered the same trends. He revealed that the television 
channels have gained more in popularity (40%) whereas paper' 
readership and credibility has declined from 40% to 28%.
In Britain, the television plays a central role 
regarding the time spent in watching (about 27 hours per week. 
Official Handbook Britain 1986). It is quite clear that the 
small screen has attracted more attention and become the first 
source of news, reference and relaxation. The students seem to 
conform with this view with respect to the number of those who 
watch television (93%).
However, it worth considering whether pictures on the 
television have played a key role in boosting its credibility. 
The press, notably the popular papers have done considerable 
damage to the public. For instance, in 1987 there was an 
increase of complaints to the Press Council of 12% compared 
with previous years (World In Action: February 22 1988). The 
popular newspapers, permanent source of complaints from the 
readers, are not considered serious and reliable, though they 
are the most widely read ones.
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The radio, on the other hand, remains unchanged in its 
popularity and credibility (38%). But the television seems to 
take over other media with respect to the present results.
c)Students' Frequency of Watching Television:
The following figure displays the frequency of watching the 
small screen by students during their term and vacation time.
Table 5.3 : Frequency of Watching Television
Status
Programmes
Term 
watch > Frequency 3 times a
Vacation
week
Difference
Current affairs 22% 45% 23%
Entertainment 28% 67% 39%
Documentaries 07% 20% 13%
Films 31% 50% 19%
Sports 29% 40% 11%
In both contexts, the exposure of students to the small screen 
remains considerable. Thus, in term time, most students are 
busy, they spent less time watching television. In vacation 
periods, they tend to spent almost twice the time when they 
are studying. In the end, television appears the prominent 
source of documentation, information and relaxation.
The multiplicity of channels, the proliferation of 
different forms of entertainment on television, have created a 
multitude of various possibilities for the viewers. In this 
context, though the press has never been very important for
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entertainment, it is facing a fierce challenge from the new 
electronic media.
d)Students’ Reading Newspapers:
In the present research, the emphasis is on the press coverage 
of the “Wapping dispute' and how the students perceived it. 
Prior to the analysis of these results and to the question, 
which newspapers do you read?. 78% (45 respondents) said they 
read the popular press and 35% (20 respondents) read the 
quality newspapers. The next table illustrates the type of 
newspapers they read and the frequency.
Table 5.4 : Frequency of Reading Popular and Quality Papers
Category of papers Frequency Number of(very often) readers
Popular Press 78% (45)-Today 76% (34)-The Mirror 36% (16)-The D.Mail 25% (11)-The Sun 18% (08)-The D.Express 16% (07)-The Star 09% (04)
Quality Press 35% (20)-The Guardian 90% (18)-The Times 65% (13)-The D.Telegraph 65% (13)-The Independent 55% (11)-The F.Times 45% (09)
The figure shows the frequency of readership for both sets of 
papers. Thus, the popular press has a higher rate of reading 
than the quality one. Over 78% of students prefer reading the 
tabloid press and almost a third of them (35%) read quality 
newspapers (in which The Guardian is the most read paper 90%,
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which represent 18 respondents for the total number of 20 who 
said they read quality newspapers). In certain cases, students 
read more than one newspaper, they may read two popular papers 
or either one popular and one quality newspaper. They read 
these newspapers for different reasons such as; the content of 
the popular papers (sport, gossip), or the structure of them 
(small items and great deal of pictures) and the format of the 
page.
It is necessary to remember, however, that the popular 
press has the highest national percentage of circulation and 
readership. For example, during the period from July to 
December 1986, the average total of Daily popular newspapers 
was almost 13 millions copies a day, whereas the quality was 
only two million and half copies (Audit Bureau of Circulation 
1987).
In this context, the students are keen on reading it, 
as already stated in the section of students’ reading papers 
and the table 5.4, either for hobbies or academic interests. 
The paper 'Today' is the most read one in its category (76%), 
whereas in the quality press. The Guardian has the highest 
rate of readership (90%) in its category. Despite the growing 
competition from The Independent, The Guardian remains the 
most widely read quality newspaper.
Thus, to the question (see in the interview). Which 
newspaper do you think give most information about industrial 
relations, disputes?. In their responses, the students believe
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that The Guardian gives the most news about this item (33%).
e)Selection of Items from Newspapers:
After having found out the most widely read newspaper in both 
sets of paper, the table (5.5) focusses on the frequency of 
reading each item within the newspaper.
Table 5.5 : Frequency of Reading Items in Newspapers
Items Frequency (very often) Number of Readers
Current Affairs 72% (42)
Sport, Leisure 67% (39)
Social Issues 41% (24)
Finances, Business 35% (20)
Arts, Theatre 26% (15)
Trade Unions 21% (12)
Scientific 10% (06)
Others 07% (04)
It is important also to recall that the respondents may read 
more than one item, therefore they can offer more than one 
answer. The item of current affairs tends to be the most 
selected one. Do the students prefer to be aware and informed 
of what is occurring in the world?. Items on sports are also 
of great interest. Is it because of their age as a young and 
active person or are they personally involved in different 
activities?.
Although the questions relating to the reasons for 
reading these items were not put, nevertheless the tendency
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displays that articles on current affairs, sports, social 
issues and financial matters are the most widely read.
f)Students' Faculty and Selection of Items:
The figure (6) highlights the relationship between students' 
faculty and the articles and items they prefer reading.
Table 6 : Relationship ( Frequency of Reading Items/ Faculty)
Faculty Arts Sciences Technology 0 y? P
Items Î 1Arts 44% 23% 17% 0.24 3.84 0.14
Society 50% 23% 45% 0.20 2.42 0.29
Sports 57% 69% 72% 0.14 1.25 0.53
Business 43% 30% 31% 0.11 0.84 0.65
Unions 31% 8% 21% 0.20 2.42 0.29
The table shows that students from Arts faculty tend to read 
more about arts, social issues, trade unions matters and 
business than those from sciences and technology faculties. 
Others prefer items on sports, leisure perhaps for pastime and 
regardless of the nature of their courses. The frequency of 
reading seems to be defined by some dimensions such as: 
personal interest or students' courses etc...
g )Readership and Faculty:
In the same context as the previous figure, the next table 
shows the correlation between the frequency of reading 
newspapers and the nature of studies (table 6.1).
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Table 6.1 : Relationship (Frequency of Reading Papers/Faculty)
Frequency of reading a week FacultyArts/Sciences Technology All
Read < 3 papers 28% (8) 59% (17) 44% (25)
Read > 3 papers 72% (21) 41% (12) 56% (33)
Total 50.% 50% 100%(29) (29) (58)
0=0.29; X^=4.49; P <0.01
The same conclusion for the previous table seems to apply for 
this one as well. Students from Arts and Sciences faculties 
appear to read more newspapers than those in Technology. Hence 
it can be assumed that the first group of students read the 
papers because they are perhaps relevant to their studies. The 
second group, however, may read them for entertainment, 
pastime or other personal reasons.
2.5)Main Results and Analysis:
The early conclusions drawn from the questionnaire confirm the 
correlation between different variables of year of studies, 
education and social origin. The main questions concern 
whether the social class, the education and year of studies 
affect students’ attitudes towards the media and in particular 
the press. Regarding the press coverage of Mapping, how they 
had perceived and understood it?. Prior to this, the next 
table shows the relationship between social class and 
education.
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a)Social Class and Education 
For instance, to the question whether the social background 
has an instrumental orientation on students' choice of their 
courses. The table (6.2) confirms to some extent the tendency 
of association:
Table 6.2 : Relationship (Faculty and Social Class)
Class Background Upper/Middle Working All
Faculty Arts/Sciences 57% (18) 37% (10) 47% (28)Technology 43% (13) 63% (17) 53% (30)
Total 60% 40% 100%(31) (27) (58)
0=0.30; X^=2.30; P< 0.15
In spite of the consistency of the results with regard to the 
correlation between social class and education, they have in 
fact failed to reach a conventional level of significance, 
therefore they should be treated with caution.
As already stated, recent studies have confirmed that 
social class determines in some respects the type of education 
and academic orientation. It is probable that students from 
the working class, if they succeed in getting access to 
university tend to opt for technological courses owing to the 
social or financial promotion. The second group from the 
middle class may select their courses with regard to their
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parents’ occupation, economic reasons or personal interest. 
Although, the relationship between social class and education 
is not very significant, nevertheless its direction shows a 
tendency of association and correlation.
The results display that social class may also affect 
one’s personal attitudes towards the media. They show the 
social origin’ degree of influence on one’s person opinions 
and how the nature of studies can do so.
Thus, to the question: Do you think the studies, the 
person attends has an effects on his attitudes towards the 
media?. The results display that only 14% think so, but when 
it comes to the question relating to a person’s social origin, 
does it determine his attitudes towards the media?. 69% of the 
respondents agreed.
In further analysis, the variations of the responses 
depended on students’ social class and faculties in which they 
are studying now.
1) To those who think the social origin affect one’s person 
attitudes towards the media. For those who agreed, their 
responses actually varied according to their present courses: 
Students in Engineering agreed with 69% (18 respondents), but 
those in Human Studies approved with only 19% (4 respondents) 
and those in Sciences did so with 46% (6 respondents).
The results show that students from the Engineering 
faculty have the highest percentage and believe that social 
origin has an influence on personal opinions towards the
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media. For the same question, the results also vary according 
to the social class. Thus, of those who agreed that social 
class affected one’s person attitudes towards the media, 69% 
were upper and middle class and 74% from working class,
2) To the question whether the nature of studies has effects 
on one’s person attitudes towards the media. Again the answers 
varied according to students’ social class and faculty. The 
trends show that students in the faculty of Science do not 
think so, neither do the two other groups. Among the whole 
number of students (14% which represent 8 respondents) agreed 
that the nature of studies has effects on one’s person 
attitudes towards the media (4 students in Human Studies, 3 are 
from Engineering and only 1 student from Science faculty). In 
the same context and with respect to their class, students 
from the upper and middle class approved the effects of the 
nature of studies with 20% and only 5% from the working class 
did so.
In sum, the social dimension appears to affect one’s 
personal attitudes towards the media (source of information and 
documentation) and in particular the television which is the 
most credible and popular medium.
In the same context, to the question how important are 
the media for your studies?. Students from the faculties of 
Science and Human Studies find the media more important in 
comparison with students from Engineering faculty. The table 
(6.3) illustrates the trends:
147
Table 6.3 : Relationship (Importance of the Media by Faculty)
Media Arts/Sciences Faculty Technology All
Irrelevant 59% (17) 86% (25) 72.5% (42)
Important 41% (12) 14% (4) 27.5% (16)
Total 50% 50% 100%(29) (29) (58)
0=0.29; X^=4.22; P< 0.01
Here, the conventional level of significance is achieved and 
it appears the correlation between the two variables is 
positive. It can be assumed that students from Arts and 
Science rely more on the media than those from the faculty of 
Technology. Perhaps the series of programmes on television 
and articles in the press provide the necessary material for 
their present courses. By contrast, in the Technology faculty, 
the importance of the media is irrelevant. Is it because of 
lack of interesting articles and programmes or is it because 
the courses are more practical and implemented in the 
laboratory?.
b )Year of Studies and Frequency of Reading:
The variable 'year of studies' can be a factor in the reasons 
for reading the newspapers. The table (6.4) offers an image of 
this relationship. The year of studies variable appears to be 
an aspect for increasing the frequency of reading papers. 
Indeed this dimension has already been confirmed by Bogart and
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Jackson (1981) in their research. The results were obtained 
from the question put about how many days a week on average do 
you read a newspaper?.
Table 6.4 :Relationship (Frequency of Reading/Year of Studies)
Frequency Year first year of Studies Third, final year All
Read < 3 papers 47% (16) 38% (9) 42.5% (25)
Read > 3 papers 53% (18) 62% (15) 57.5% (33)
Total 59% 41% 100%(34) (24) (58)
0=0.09; X^=0.52; P < 0.46
As confirmed by Bogart (1981), the old and highly educated 
person tends to read more papers than a young one with a low 
level of education. Though the relationship between the age 
and year of studies has not been examined in terms of impact, 
one may question how students' year of studies can interact in 
forming and shaping opinions?. With regards to the table, the 
age (which is implies from year of studies) means perhaps more 
consciousness and maturation whereas the year of studies can 
increase knowledge. In the end, both variables appear to 
increase the frequency of reading the press.
In the same way, social class is the other dimension 
of defining the readership (figure 6.5). It can be assumed 
that students from the upper and middle class read more papers 
than those from a working class background. Here again, this 
tendency confirms Bogart's findings about social class as a 
dimension of readership. Therefore social status offers more
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opportunities not only for reading the press but for other 
satisfactions as well.
Table 6,5 : Relationship (Frequency of Reading/ Social Class)
Frequency of Reading Social Upper/Middle ClassWorking All
Read < 3 papers 42% (16) 46% (8) 44% (24)
Read > 3 papers 58% (19) 54% (11) 56% (30)
Total 65% (35) 35% (19) 100% (54)*
0=0.03; X^=0.06; P <0.79
* Number of Observation Missing= 4
In brief, the social background, the year and nature 
of studies contribute and determine students' attitudes 
towards the media and the press in particular. However, it 
will useful to collect more data and conduct further analysis 
to measure the impact and influence of each variable on 
shaping students' attitudes and opinions towards the media.
c)Attitudes Towards Press Coverage of the Wapping Dispute. 
The variables tested in this research have enabled us to see 
how they can contribute to forming students' opinions about 
the press coverage of the dispute. Indeed most students said, 
they had known or heard of this issue compared with other 
strikes, which occurred at the same time (Teacher strikes. 
Nurses, British Telecom). Undoubtedly, this issue had an 
extensive media coverage but it was not necessarily an 
objective one (see previous chapter). The television
150
frequently showed scenes of violence and its impact was 
probably greater compared with the press and radio. The 
viewers still remember these pictures of conflicts between 
police and protesters and events of 'Saturday Night Fever’ 
still remain in the memory.
However, it can be implied that television may have 
shaped students’ opinions and attitudes towards the dispute. 
Some students acknowledged that their views on the issue were 
made on the basis of what they saw on the small screen which 
has became virtually a universal feature of people’s lives. It 
looks as if the students’ perception of the dispute was in 
some respects prejudiced by what they already watched. In 
this context, the relation between the press and television is 
not an easy one and the interaction or rather the inter­
dependence on each other requires further research.
As the study concerns the press, the results of the 
interview revealed that students believe that the majority of 
the British press is pro-Conservative. Hence the coverage of 
social issues and particularly Wapping is inevitably one-sided 
and partial towards the government. In their responses to the 
question: How would you describe the coverage of the Wapping 
Dispute by the media and in particular the press?. The figure 
(6.6) sustains the previous statement about the orientation of 
the British press. At this level, results were ranged 
according to students' faculties. The table (6.6) displays 
the correlation between the two variables of nature of studies 
and coverage. The association between students' faculty and
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their personal judgment on the press coverage existed.
Table 6.6 : Relationship (Coverage of the Dispute by Faculty)
Nature of Facultycoverage Arts/Sciences1 Technology All
Unfair, biased 72% (21) 49% (13) 62% (34)
Fair, unbiased 28% (08) 51% (16) 38% (24)
Total 50% 50% 100%(29) (29) (58)
0=0.26; X^=4.54; P <0.03
Basically, students from the faculties of Arts and Science 
tend to be critical than those from technology. Is it because 
of the content and nature of their courses, which somehow 
shapes their opinions, or other factors?.
For instance, social background can be a factor of 
identification and may affect one’s personal opinions about 
the coverage. Thus, in general a person the from working class 
shows more critical attitudes towards the coverage than the 
one from the middle or upper class (Hartmann, 1979). However, 
in the present case it seems the results show a small 
difference between the two groups. Though, 61% of students 
from both social classes found that the coverage of the 
Wapping issue was unfair and biased against the workers. 63% 
of the respondents (which represent 12 students are from the 
working class) said that the the press was partial, whereas 
60% (21 respondents are from upper upper and middle class) did
152
so. Here again, the difference in percentage between the two 
groups raises the question of the test significance which has 
already been discussed about table 5.1 in: Students’
Confidence in British Institutions. Hence, the results have to 
be interpreted cautiously.
The table (6.7) shows that social class defines and 
determines in some respects the students’ attitudes towards 
the press coverage of the Wapping case. By contrast, some 
newspapers (see previous section) stressed that the employer 
(Murdoch) and the police were the real victims in this 
industrial action.
Table 6.7 ; Relationship (Coverage of the Issue/Social Class)
Nature of Social Background
coverage Upper/Middle Working All
Biased, unfair 60.% (21) 63%(12) 61% (33)
Unbiased, fair 40% (14) 37% (7) 39% (21)
Total 100% 100% 100%(35) (19) (54)*
0=0.03; X^=0.05; P <0.82
*Missing Observations= 4
Indeed, the findings appear to confirm those obtained by Paul 
Hartmann, which revealed that middle class respondents tend to 
accept the media images of the unions and workers more readily 
than the working class. In the present survey, as already 
noted, the results remain representative of the students’ at 
University of Surrey, therefore they should be treated in
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relation to the appropriate context. Above all, 61% of them 
found that the press report of Wapping was unfair and 
partially supportive of the employers.
Indeed, throughout the interviews, the majority of the 
respondents emphasized the partial and biased character of the 
media and the popular press in its coverage of Wapping. 
Allegiance of the British press to the Conservative party was 
very often stated. Some students thought that the 
probabilities of having an objective coverage on social issues 
were slim. The Wapping issue fell in the category of issues 
where the coverage was subject to distortions, bias and 
misrepresentation of events.
I)Conclusion:
Industrial relations are shaped by the political and economic 
system in which they operate. In capitalist societies like 
Britain, they work under the conflicting relationship between 
employers and employees. Their context is determined by the 
state of the industry and the present economic policy of the 
Thatcher government. Hence, industrial relations issues are 
controversial and the media coverage of them is partial and 
unfair. Recent studies have highlighted this tendency and the 
Wapping case has merely confirmed it.
Throughout the year of the dispute, the media stressed 
scenes of violence between workers and police. The television 
which has become a powerful and credible medium, emphasized 
this aspect with disregard to the social and economic
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implications of the dispute. In reality, it is not surprising 
that they should not do so, as the media are considered part 
of the establishment or sympathetic to it. By playing the 
watchdog, they tend to perpetuate their hegemony within the 
capitalist system. Regarding the Wapping Dispute, the press 
maintained a high level of unfavour ability and unpopularity 
against the print workers. Distortions and bias were common 
in its coverage of that issue.
In fact, it is an open secret that the majority of the 
British press is known for its allegiance for the Tory party, 
therefore little sympathy is displayed to the Labour party, 
because of its support for the trade union movement. It is 
also rare to have a fair treatment of industrial relations so 
long as the media are concentrated in few hands (whose main 
objectives and motivations are the maximisation of the profit) 
and industrial relations are determined by market forces and 
employers’ interests.
Despite the diversity of the media and the 'free 
press’, the political system and economic pressures compelled 
the media to cover and portray industrial'disputes in such a 
way as to support employers’ positions by discrediting the 
workers and their unions. In this context, the 'British 
Disease' is no more than a fabric of the media to curb unions’ 
activities and disapprove industrial action. This picture of 
the unions and industrial relations is inflicted on the public 
representation which has little choice but to accept what is 
offered by the media. Though in the present survey, students
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i
I
have criticised the press coverage of Wapping. I
The technological dimension appears to be the only 
alternative for the future of the press industry. This option 
wins approval and support from most newspapers in forecasting 
their own changes. Above all, the press is forced to compete 
in a challenging industry and fierce opposition from the 
electronic media.
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Appendices and Bibliography
Appendixl; Self-completion questionnaire
Code name : .. Number :
Section A; Social status
Q..:a)What is your father’s occupation?:...............
b)What is (are) his responsibilities?:.............
c)What was his last occupation?:...................
Q..:a)What is your mother’s occupation?:
b)What is (are) her responsibilites?:
c)What was her last occupation?:,,..
Q..:Most people see themselves belonging to a particular class
could you tell me which class you say you belong to:
(Tick one please) Upper class ( )---------- -----  Middle class ( )Upper working class( ) working class( )
Section B: Education
Q..:What types of school did you go:
Comprehensive( ) Private school( ) Grammar school( ) other, specify...... ( )
Q..:What was (were) the subjects of your 'A' level?:
Q.. : Which factors do you think have led you to attend the
present courses?:
(Please tick that apply) Teachers ( )------------------------ Personal interests ( )Parents ( )
Academic prospect ( ) others, specify ( )
Section C: Social, Cultural Activities
Q..:a)Are you member of any club, association or society?: 
yes ( ) no ( ) 
b) If yes, which ones? :............................ .
Q..:Do you attend meeting of students union at least once a 
month?: yes ( ) no ( )
Q..;How could you describe your participation?:
(Please tick one) very active ( )  active ( )passive ( ) not at all ( )
Q..:Do you attend debates and discussions at University?:
yes ( ) no ( )
Q..:Are the debates you attend?: political (social (cultural (scientific (other,...... specify.(
Q..:Do you talk to your parents about political issues?:
yes ( ) no ( )
Q..:What is you parents's political tendency?:
Please specify : father conservative( )mother labour( )alliance( ) none ( )other, specify.  ( )
Q.. : Where do you live in term time? :
(Please tick one) campus ( )---------------  parents's home( )share with friends ( )other, specify......... ( )
Q,,:I am going to name some institutions. As far as the people 
running these bodies are concerned. Would you say you have a 
great deal of confidence, some confidence or hardly any?:
a)British Parliament a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly any confidence
b)Government a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly any confidence
c)Council a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly any confidence
d)Court a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly any confidence
e)Police a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly any confidence
f)Trade Union a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly any confidence
g)University a great deal of confidence only some confidence hardly nay confidence
Q..;For each area of life, would you tell me the number that
shows how much satisfaction you get from that area of life?:
a)The city or the place you live in:a very great deal (Please tick one) great deal---------------  somequite a bit a fair amount little none
Q,.:How much satisfaction would you tell me you get from?;
b )Your family:
(Please tick one)
c)Friendship: 
(Please tick one)
a very great deal great deal quite a bit a fair amount some little none
a very great deal great deal quite a bit a fair amount some little none
Section D; Attitudes towards The Media
Q..:How often do you read University Newsletters, Bare facts?:
(Please tick one) very often ( )------    often ( )rarely ( ) not at all ( )
Q..:How often do you read National Student magazine?:
(Please tick one) very often ( ) often ( ) rarely ( ) not at all ( )
Q..:How important are the media for you studies?:
(Please tick that apply) very important ( )----------------- -quite important ( )not very much ( )not at all ( )
Q..:Could you tell me where do you usually get your news?:
television ( ), radio ( ), press ( ) other, specify...( )
Q.. : Among the main mass media which ones are you the most 
inclined to believe?:
(Please tick that apply)
television ( radio ( newspapers ( none (other, specify...(
Q..:How many times during one week do you watch the following 
programmes?;
Situation Vacation Term
Programmes
Current affairs ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2 ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2
Entertainment ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2 ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2
Documentaries ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2 ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2
Films, series ( )+3, ( )2-3, ( )-2 ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2
Sports ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2 ( )3+, ( )2-3, ( )-2
Q..:How many times a day do you listen to the radio?:
a)In vacation ( )3 hrs, ( )2-3 hrs, ( )less than 2 hrs
b)In term ( )3 hrs, ( )2-3 hrs, ( )less than 2 hrs
Section E: Attitudes towards The Press
Q..:How many days a week on average do you read newspapers?: 
please write a number: (..)
Q.. : Among the following items which ones do you like to know 
about most?: current affairs (Please tick that apply) sports, leisure------ ------- ------ ---- theatre, artssocial issues trade union, labour finances, business others, specify......
Q..:Do you read commentaries, editorials,letters to editors?: 
yes ( ) no ( )
Q . Which newspapers do you read?: 
very oftenFrequencynewspaper often rarely not at all
The Guardian ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The Times ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The Independent ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The D.Telegraph ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The F.Times ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The Sun ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The D.Mirror ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The D.Mail ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The D.Express ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
The Star ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
Today ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
Q..;Do you read Sunday newspapers: yes ( ) 
If yes, which ones?:..................
no ( )
Q..:Do you read?: Political weekly ( )Technical magazines ( )Academic periodical ( )
Q..:Do you think the nature of studies the person attends has
an effect on his attitudes towards the media?:
yes ( ) no ( )
Q..:Do you think a person’s social origin determines to some
extent, his attitudes towards the media?:
yes ( ) no ( )
lam grateful that you have been contributing to the progress of my research. I thank you very much and all the bestyours,L.Zaghlami
Appendix2: Interview
Code name:... Number:...
Press Coverage of Industrial Relations Issues:
Q..:Which newspapers do you think give most information about 
industrial relations, disputes and strikes etc...?:
Q,,;Could you tell me one or more events related to industrial 
relations issues, you have heard of recently?:
Q..:How have you heard?:
Q..:In your opinion, how was it covered?:
a) fairly ( )b) unfarily ( )c) can’t say( )
If unfailry, could you expand your opinion?:
Q..:Did you agree with the way the dispute was solved?:
Q..:What do you think of the employers’s position?:
Q..:Do you agree or not with the idea to encourage Non-British 
citizens to run a business in this country?:
Q..:Have heard anything about Wapping Dispute?:
Q..:How have heard?:
Q..:Do you think of yourself: a) well informed ( )b) just informed ( )c) not at all ( )
if not at all, why?:
Q. ,:How could you describe the coverage of the Wapping Dispute 
by the media and in particular the press?:
Q..:Did you talk to your parents, friends or classmates about 
this dispute?:
Q..:Do you think the dispute could be avoided?: 
yes ( ) no ( )
Q..:How it could be?:
Q..:How far do you think your opinion about the dispute was 
affected by the media?:
Q..:How could you describe British Press?:
a)The tabloid papers:
b)The quality papers:
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be speaking to any journalists employed by R u p e r t  M u r d o c h ’s newspapersWhen the other jour­na lists emerged  • from  their own private brief- m g about 15 minutes later, one said: "You  d idn 't miss mack. They w o u l d *  *t ( e l l  u s  anything.''
SOCIAL D e m o c ra t chief Dr David Owen and Liberal boss David Steel last night lashed Labour’s decision.Dr Owen said it was "scandalous.” He said M r-Kirmock had “com­pounded his folly ” af­te r his (lop in the W e stla n d s  C om m ons debate. '
of a *'no violenca” ord er from t h e ir  n a t i o n a l  u n i o n  bosses.Drivers employed by the TNT nrm have to run a gauntlet when they emerge from press t y e o o n  R u p e r t  Murdoch's h igh- tech  printing plant at Wap­ping, East London.And despite the mag-" nifteent. efforts of tfte police to safeguard the production of your Sun, the catalogue of terror Is mounting
A  In a vidous assault on ^  two 'drivers delivering in London's Commerdai Road,a thug hit a driver and puMed off Ids specta- eles.
A  A white van with no ^ n u m b e r  p l a t e s  knocked down a TNT ana who suffered a bad- fy-eoahied wrtsc
mBRENDA DEAN, le a d e r  o f^ S r i ta î r iV  b ig g e s t 
p r in t union S o g o t '8 ^ , w a rn e d  y e s te i^ o y  tf io t i t  
rs "a p o c a ly p se  now ”  en F lee t S tre e t. '
Miss Dean, speaking on BBC radio, said tha t Fleet Street is in a "state of turmoU."
■ Asked about the problems a t Mirror Group News*, papers, she said: "I take each day as it comes wiüi Mirror newspapers.’’
■ She said her members In Glasgow will continue to honour the NUJ pick.-
3y TERRY PATDNSON Indsstriai Reporter
cts outside the Anders ton Quay plant which prints . the Daily Record and Sunday Mall. . • ■
Journalists in Glasgow .are opposing' the com­pany’s plans to axe 55• NUJ jobs and introduce a five-day week.
She was also asked ’about the Maundy Thurs­day dispute involving her m e m b e rs ,  w h ic h  p re -  - vented the publication of many editions of ycster- day’s Daily Mirror.
• Agreement
She replied that m an­agement had failed to  ..honour an agreement giv­ing "her members double• time and a day off in lieu.
Mr Robert Maxwell’ Publisher of the Daily Mirror, replied last night: 
^  Miss Dean's state-. m e a t s  a b o u t  th e  Mirror are totally inaccu­rate. An agreement was reached with her National Officer, Mr Bill Miles,, vrtilch w ould.. have al­lowed the Mirror to pub­lish in London yesterday.
I t  was accepted by' m ost Sogat Chapels at the Mirror but repudiated by the London Machine Branch of the union.'
Once again, the effect was to deprive millions of Mirror readers., of the .-newspaper .they wanted, and to increase the circu­lation of ouf rivals, partlc- . ularty Mr Rupert Mur­d o c h , ' w ho - s a c k e d  thousands of Miss Dean's members without com­pensation.
Miss Dean also made It - clear' tha t she supports.. the refusal of her mem- . bees in Glasgow to report ' for work a t the Daily
R ecw d and the Sunday Mail, despite the fact tha t they are not in dispute.
• 'I n  backing them in  not crossing NUJ picket lines, she is lending her author­ity to defiance.of a High Court order which can only have, the gravest consequences for Sogat 82, as well as being re­sponsible for depriving the millions of people in Scotland p L  thetr favour­ite’ best selling news­papers, the Daily Record and Sunday Mail.
Because of this Intoler­able situation In Scot­land. I have had no alter­native but ■ tb'^ suspend publication of the Daily ' Record and Sunday Mail, indéfinitely_or unkl such' time as S d i^ t 82 agrees to  conduct its industrial Relations within the law.Flouting
Because , of the con- «tinued failure of Sogat 82 to control its London and Glasgow branches and its .d e l ib e ra te ,  f lo u tin g  o f c o u r t  o rd e r s i" |M i« o 4 ^  Group Newspapers is now giving - urgent -consider- . -ation to ending the.closed' sh o p  a g re e m e n t  w ith  Sogat and to transferring '.the more substantial part of th e j printing -of its newspapers from Holbora Circus-And Glasgow m - t o  M a n c h e s te r .  <1 ' ^
mntDOCH BID GOES TO VOTE
S prto ballot its members on publisher Rupert Mur­doch’s £50m redundancy offer to end the battle  of Wapping. •
’The union’s executive voted 15-9 for the ballot. But they are  making no recom mendation on the
DEAN: Lost owns
offer, w hich would give w orkers up to £62# for Ttvery year of service.
Sogat general secretary. Brenda Dean said last night: “We have fallen short of ou r aim s of jobs and union reeoràition  at Wapping and Glasgow.” 
And leaders of sacked clerical workers are to urge the ir members to reject the offer.
MIRROR COMMENTN o t l u c h T ^  Wapping offer
RUPERT Murdoch's new offer to  his 
sacked print workers is better than - nothing because his first offer WAS 
nothing.His second offer was of some old printing presses and £15mlllion. His latest— and apparently last— is of some - more printingr presses and £50million.Tbe printers can either accept what is offered or hope the courts will serve them better.The Daily Mirror, naturally, has an interest in Mr Murdoch’s^ success or failure because he is our bluest rival.
Anything we write be will dismiss on the 
grounds that we would say it, wxyaldnt we? 
Nevertbele^ we will say it.• What Mr Murdoch is offering his former workers is roughly what they would have earned over the past_few_-months if he hadn’t sa;cked them.• It is a third of the U.K. profits he expects in the coming year. -• It Is worth only a quarter of his shares in Reuters, the international news agency,, which he picked up for nothing when be bought The Sun, The Times, the News of the World and The Sunday Times.If Mr Murdoch claims he has been generous, his accounts show he could have been more generous.
But Britain, since he became an 
American citizen, means no more to 
him than a source o f profit to m eet h is ' 
heavy U.S. debts.When he announced his new proposals, his parting words said everything: “That’s it, I am catching the next plane home.”
Then he left for America.
3  lUrâRCK. Jemmr, 3d
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By GEOFFREY 
GOODMAN BRITAIN TIDY—BUY THE MIRROR
TH E w of fejctweert th e  
p r i n t'Unions a n d  Ru- 
. .  p e r t .M u rd o c h 's  N ew s 
I n t e r n a t  io  n o  I l o s t  
n ig h t tu rned  in to  a  le- 
.gol. b a tt le  o ver un ion  
'i r ig h ts .  :
Mr;::'Murdoch won a . ‘High-’ Court injunction ' uSgainst: the giant Trans- ^port and General Wor­r ie rs ' ^Union .preventing -them from instructing "truck drivers not to cross ' picket lines a t Wapping an d  G lasgow  p r in tin g  plants. .
: After the union's deci- Jaion, Mr Murdoch . said:. ; "This move is illegal. We - shall take the Transport Union to court.”
The case could turn. Into an historic judgment covering a whole range of Britain's industrial rela­tions.
Sacked
Even the Government's legal experts were far from clear about the like­ly outcom e..
The Judge will have to consider the implications of two Acts—the Prior A ct of 1980 and the Teb- •bit Act of 1982. And it is far from clear whether the unions are breaking el-Iher of thern..........
The Transport Union’sÇïneral secretary. Ron odd, appealed yesterday i .to the union's Ll/i million members to boycott the Murdoch papers — The T im e s , Sun ,  S u n d a y  Times and News of the World, . ^
. During the pit strike
THE SUN claim s its move to  London's dockland is a success —  oporf from  d rs tr iE û tîo ü "p f^ ïê lp s .‘ T h e  p o p er is 
cleorly being d istribu ted  in London's Epping Forest w here hundrecLs o f co p ies w ere  s j ^ f t l^  da inped  i n j i  d i t c h i ^
TODD: Tough
the transport union had asked members only to respect picket lines.
"This time Tm not tap­ping on the window with; a  sponge," said Mr Todd.
“I am saying I  instruct
you not to cross picket lines."
'The jobs of 5,000’ print workers were a t stake, he went on. -
"We are talking about ’Industrial devastation."
“  Mr Todd said: ’ "The time has.ymme to show: Mr Murdoch th a t we mean business.
"We m ust fight this a ttack  on trade unions even if it means coming into conflict -with the law."
The Transport Union and the Labour Party have followed the TUC by ' banning- contacts with re-
am AS KINIUOCK SHUNS THE SUN
News International po rte rs .,
Nearly. 1,000 Transport Union members are em­ployed by the road haul­age firm TNT which Is d i s t r i b u t i n g  Mr  Murdoch's papers.
i Later, T N T  chairman, Alan Jones claimed tha t Tils _ drivers _w ould._not- obey the Transport Un- . Ion's instructions.
LABOUR leader Nell Klnh%&:; ■was Involved in a row with Par­liam entary Lobby jonm alistsf las t night after his party decided , to  . boycott Rupert Murdoch's. ' News In ternational Newspapers. .
T h e  lo b b y  c o r re s p o n d e n ts  ; w ithdrew  th ier weekly invita- ' tion to him to address them •while the ban continues.
'.' Labour’s ruling nation­al executive had told MPs and party  members yesterday to boycott M-ÇDrters on TJ»e Tiroes; he Sun, Sunday Times and News of the World because of the dispute over the Wapping plant.
Mr KInnock wrote to Lobby chairm an Chris MoncrielT to . say* he w o u ld  n o t c o -o p e ra te  w ith News International reporters.
. He said that lie would
^NNOCIC,' -•
d
L A
not accept , questions, or other ^approaches from them or ofTor them  infor­m ation. ‘ T : L
Mr^ M oncrletf replied th a t the LobbTlcould not allow conditions ! to  be imposed on i t  .at i t s  m eet­ings. A
He w ithdrew  an inv ita­tion to M r. KInnock to speak to the  Lobby today and so long as the boy­cott lasted. - -  ,. .
Alliance leaders David Owen and David Steel accused the Labour Party last might of Interfering w ith the freedom  of the Press. <'
Dr Owen said  th a t jour­nalists om -the Murdoch papers had held  m eetings and voted dem ocratical­
ly- • "
Blow for Murdoch
By ALAN LAW and PHfUP BELSHAM 
MILLIONS of'copies'of the News of the World "ond“of~the SundoyT4i»«‘were‘losry«;terday.
Prcxluction problems at Rupert Murdoch’s "Fortress Wapping” and Glasgow print centres were to blame.
P r i n t  un ion  l eade r s  claimed that only half of the papers produced were distributed to wholesalers around the country.
 T hc^isastrm is blow tothe News International' printing empire came as its dispute with 5,000 sacked NGA and Sogat 82 workers entered its second week.
The company’s produc­tion shortfall—two million copies of the News of the World and 500,000 of the Sunday Times—amount­ed to more than a third of the p a p m  it normally produces.
BiU Miles, the SOGAT
M O R E -an d  m o r e  r e a d e r s  a re  (u rn ing^(o  T h e  M ir ­
r o r . . . t h e y  know  i t ’s the  p a p e r  they can  d e p e n d  
on. New sagen ts  re p o r t  th a t  th e i r  cu s to m ers  a re  fed 
u p  w ith  the  Sun .-w h ich  tu rn s  up late, or n o t  a t  a ll .  
L ab o u r  and  the un ions  have  cal led  for a b o y c o t t  o f  
the  Sun and  the  new s is th a t  read e rs  a re  c h a n g in g  
to t h e - p a p e r  they  c an  t ru s t .  L is ten  to w h a t  o u r  
new sa g en ts  say:
Pickets iield after scufflesF O U R T E E N  p r i n t e r s ,  ineludix^ a 16-year-old apprentice,  were charpcd y e s t e r d a r  f o l l o w i n g  p i c k e t  l i n e  s c u f f l e s  •  u t s i d e  t h e  W a p p i n g  p r in t  centre.
The charges involved t h r e a t e n i n g  b e h a v i o n r  # a n d  o b s t r u c t i n g  t h e  police and highway.
L a s t  . n i g h t  s a c k e d  printers stepped up their
blockade of the heavily- protected plant.
Hundreds of pickets jeered and chanted as coaches drove out of the gates.
The ugly scenes at the week end  have angered the leaders of the print unions, who have called for peaceful picketing.
DEAN; Standing firm
o f f i c e r  In c h a r g e  of national newspapers, s a id . tha t the areas worst hit by the lack of Murdoch papers were most of Scot­land, .Wales, the West itry, aj of London.The union’s general sec­r e t a r y ,  B r e n d a  D ea n ,  said: "We are no t pre­pared to walk away from our 4,500 members who have been sacked by Mr Murdoch.”She said her u n io n . would not "duck and dive” when faced with taking secondary action.So far, the News Inter­national Group have tak ­en out six court InJurK- . tions against SOGAT— but Miss Dean said: My members come before money.” _____
• Mirror orders have b e e n  I n c r e a s i n g  steadily. It has become THE p o p u la r  n e w s p a ­per.
— Mikt O/rfNxn, Cardiff.,
© R e a d e rs  u n a b le  to  get the S u n  b ecause  o f  the  d ispu te  h a v e  t a k ­e n  T h e  M i r r o r  — a n d  they 're  s tay ing  in th  it.—f Hotdawm, Merthff’
T ràfrt.
• A lot o f  people  are  s w i t c h i n g  to  T h e  Mirror—a n d  I th in k  th ey  iciU be s tay ing  uhl/i The  Mirror.
— Vince Johnson. C okhestef.
• The .Mirror arr ives r e g u la r  a s  c l o c k ­w ork . . . and folk arc glad of a regular paper.
— M k h o e l  W h ite m a n . S o u th  i^eUs.
• Many of m /  most r c g | | |a r  cus tom ers  h a v e  s j f i tc h e d  to the  o b v i o u s  a l t e r n a t i -  ve—The Mirror.
—^rion Colemon, kugby.
• Su n  readers a re  f e d  u p  —i t ' s  l u c k y  w e  h ave  The M irror th ere  on the  counter  f o r  them .  
— John Ho^ett. Sormkh.
♦ *
AN oil ouf strike by ,
5,000 print workers 
failed lost night to  holt printing of to ­
day's Times and Sun.
But there was still doubt as to how many pa­pers would reach ' the readers because of d istri­bution problems,
Rupert Murdoch’s News International used electri­cians in Its new high-tech plant at Wapping ' in London  s d o c k l a n d  to beat the walkout by NGA and'SOGAT 82 members.
Mr Murdoch claimed th a t 3.6 million copies of the Sun came off the
By ALAN LAW
Wapping presses, plus800.000 in Glasgow.
The first edition of The Times also went ahead even though its National U n i o n  of  J o u r n a l i s t s  members were still metd- ing to decide whether to go to Wapping.
W a p p i n g  was  u se d  yesterday to produce the Sunday Times and the News  o f  t he  World .  Distribution, particularly of the Sunday Times. Was patchy although pickets a t the new £100 million - centre were ineffective.
There were 15 arrests as
demonstrators tried to stop huge lorries carrying papers out. Only three were charged.Although the 1.2 million Sunday Times run was only 150.000 short, the total News of the World print in London and G l a s g o w  wa s  t h r e e million instead of the usual five.
Now the company is to lake legal action against the print union SOG.AT ’82 which ordered its members in Manchester n o t  to  p r o d u c e  two million copies of the News of the World.The c o m p a n V ha s banned the NG.A -and
SOGAT from Wapping and is going for a single­union no strike deal with 
the electricians.Calls for the suspension o r  e x p u l s i o n  o f  t h e  electricians from the TUC will be pul to the TUC general council tomorrow.
Harry Conroy, general secretary of the National Union of Journalists, said: “ News In t e r n a t i o n a l ' s  action is union busting.Qii the American lines.”
#  Newspaper boss Eddie Shah is to step up s e c u r i t y  a t  h is  Manchester plant after it was damaged by lire 
yesterday.
ALAN LAWTHE print w ar over Fort­ress Wapping will move into the High Court this week in a  series' of 
actions.
Print union Sogat will appear there today in contempt proceedings for failing to obey an order to s t o p  b l a c k i n g  R u p e r t  M u r d oc h  s  p a p e r s  a t  •wholesalers. _Mr Murdoch. owTier of the SunTThe'Ttmes. News of the World and Sunday Times, is seeking to have Sogat'5 assets seized.He is also planning four other contempt actions
against Sogat, NGA and •the Transport Union.
Thev face fines for not obevihg earUer court or- deri made . since the three-week, dispute s ta ll­
ed.
Blacked
The postmen's Union of Communication Workers, which has blacked the de­livery of 23 million Sun. bingo cards, will be taken to  court today by the Post Office.
Three police officers, were hurt and 29 demon­strators arrested in the siege of Fortress Wapping on Saturday night, , Mounted police rode. Into 3.000 chanüng pro­
testers outside the £100 million printing planw i-y 
East London. _
One policeman was In the face with a bncK-_. and two others wer^. punched and kicked . t h e  w o r s t  n_ight o— violence since the disp.u 
started.
THE MIRlTUGPpsss I strike#
By TERRY PATTINSON
STRIKING printers wUl get the full backing of the TUC today when the gen­eral council asks unions "  riot-, to  cross picket lines St R upert Murdoch’s new new spaper plant a t Wap­ping. E ast London.
L ast night Mr Murdoch^ Won a High Court injunc­tion banning the print tm ion Sogat ’82 from try­ing to halt distribution of papers from his new plant.
The Times and the Sun were printed by electri­c i a n s  y e s t e r d a y ,  b u t  .new sagents described dis­tribution as "patchy ”.
Mr. M urdoch’s News In ternational has banned m em bers of Sogat ’82 and the NGA from Wappirrg.
T h e  p r i n t e r s  w e re  sacked from plants a t G rays Inn Road and B ou ve r i e  S t r e e t  w hen  they went on strike last week.
•  Sunday n m e s  journal­ists voted 68-60 last night to  move to Wapping.
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ONE YEAR AT WAPPING(
as been puMislicd T o work in the crossfire of The lo n g -a w a h e d .- t^ ig n -mes h h
t r e e  sites during i t s % )^  
Tstory. O u r first hom e. 
K ing's Printing H ouse 
shadow  o f St P aul’s, 
id for 189 o f  those years; 
kond , by King’s Cross, 
plve. Today we celebrate 
one year in our third, a 
fred-brick form er rum  
by the form er Royal
hardly less distin- 
fed part o f  London than 
b r ia rs  ai>d a great deal 
so than  the G ray’s Inn 
the high-tech office on 
fn ia  S treet in which this 
is being written was 
&ct, only a few 
fd es  after the first copies o f 
new spaper appeared on 
Cip< streets. To future 
a tions W apping m ay, in- 
be seen as merely the 
station in  the passage o f 
’ Times. But it is not so seen
»y-
; squalid riot outside our 
on Saturday night was 
i latest in a  series o f violent 
cks on newspaper workers 
the M etropolitan Police 
t have taken place th is  year.
|ce its p rcdecesso rs jtjS Jo  be nounced and fd e p lo f^ J  O ur
contradictory political views is 
a com m onplace for us. To live 
in the crossfire has, under­
standably, been too much for 
some. G iven the choice, most 
newspaper m en and  women 
would rather m ake news by 
reporting it than  by being it. 
We are no different. But in our 
case there was no choice.
There are certainly Fleet 
Street reporters who have 
enhanced their reputation by a 
brief im prisonm ent; there are 
periodicals that gained prestige 
by a brief banning. The Times 
has no need o^ o t o r i e ty. It has 
built its fame over two centu­
ries on being first with the
m ent o f the left has not yet 
occurred, but beyond the dan­
gers o f  Labour’s non-nuclear 
defence policy and the Icader- 
shipdjyi^QBS that still ham per 
the (W lian c^  there are  pro- 
granuT iw fbr action to  which 
we will give the m ost detailed 
analysis in the m onths to 
come. Britain needs to  be be 
better educated, better m oti­
vated, better em ployed, better 
able to  learn the skills of 
breeding excellence. I t  needs a 
more consistent concern for 
the environm ent, a new pact in 
the eternal conflict between 
town and country.
Those to w hom  the fine
[But the nq|iiical nature o f 
d ispute between News 
gternational and its ttriking_ 
lier w ork~fbT O niâ!f'Iông  |
I beyond the activities J 
m ilitan t agitators hiding j  
the b a j jic rs -n f  onccy  
nu t uninnV For large sec- 
sns o f  the respectable Leff 
k'apping has becom e sym- 
alic o f  a Thatcherijc-B ritain  
I which cat>italis<TnthlessDcssl 
as to  be m et w ith repressive 
anfrontation. And tor some 
" the Right, W apping has 
m ade a model for the 
indu:
in  a world w here trade 
have no place and the 
I atnoi^  m arket rules all. ^  
■W eaM entto neither o f  those 
views. T he simple facts (which 
should never be buried by 
violence o r the reaction to  it) 
are tha t o u r change o f  address 
has freed us from  proven 
a n a c h ro n is t ic  p rç d u ç f in n  
nlethods. proven a narchic
unsustainabiJily. was n e ^  
quite proven hm  which on. a 
num y f  6 f  Q c t^ ions  had com e 
too close to  p ro o ffo r com fort. 
The peculiar cause and  rem ecy' 
o f  th is  parlous past are now 
well know n, not least because 
the inove has also f a ed usm t____
from m nion c e n so rs h ip  
TheTim es has p ro s ^ re d  at 
W apping. It has retained and 
•U y ig lh a n ed  its  e ssen tia l 
cnaracier. We have received 
^  m ost rem arkable support 
from o u r loyal r 6 d e ^  — along 
with your custd lriarystream  o f 
®tricism and advice.
events o f  this year have 
y *  ■ mixture o f  im pacts upon 
journalists o f  The Times.
im portant news and jtoim em r- prin t o f a Social D em ocrat 
on being a igiiy independenr~  housing docum ent is a thing to 
paper, on being a truly na- be missed at all costs m ay find 
tional pa p e r., 1987 to be the year for
changing ways. The m aspcct 
o f a hung parliam ent i s [ ^  It 
is a better tim e for p e rce^ io n  
than for dogma, a tim e in 
which The Times will play its 
traditional independent part in 
the country’s enquiries.
It is too early to say what 
h iÿorians will m ake o f  this 
year gone by. How, for exam ­
ple. will they view th f  spiked _ 
ball bearings, the N ackened 
g o lfjja lls , the fireworks and 
fl&TS? As w eapons from a 
p r o to - re v o lu tio n a ry  a rm s  
cache or (in term s taken from 
our shared anniversary with 
the death o f  Kipling) as some 
ghastly object-letter from  the 
ineffectual and the hardly 
literate? We know w hat we see. 
N one but the fool (and cer­
tainly not the journa lis t whose 
trade is scepticism ) should say 
how history will see him .
We are safer to  restrict 
ourselves to w hat we are 
today. This anniversary  finds 
us som ew hat w ealthier thap 
we were before, noT css wise 
(and we m ay hope, a little 
wiser), but, m ost o f  all, health­
ier. It is m ore than  a material 
health. It goes beyond the 
technological processes for 
which W apping has become 
we" known but is also part of 
them .
The Ti mes was bom-owt o f  a 
desire to  test a new printing 
process. At Blackfriars we had 
the first steam press and  the i 
first rotary press; a t G ray’s Inn 
Road we were the first national 
newspaper to  have an all- 
electronic com posing room. 
N evertheless, as journalists we 
had become increasingly reluc­
tan t to  involve ourselves too 
deeply in the m arvellous 
m eans by which our news­
paper was nightly made. Art 
was art and craft was craft and 
rarely (and only under protest) 
the twain did meet.
A year ago, as well as the 
overm anning, the exploitative 
“ Spanish practices”  and the 
iniierfupted 'pfoduction , there 
was a sense o f  gfiggatigp in our 
air. T hat has now  gone. We 
trust it will never return. We 
cannot be com placent but we 
do feel m ore confident about 
ourselves. And, w ith the cau­
tion that m ust be ever by our 
side, we feel m ore copfidant 
about Britain.
t i l  . .
W ithout the move to 
W apping, one year ago today, 
traditions would be in 
ril. They would be in peril 
only here but in the homes 
o f  younger im itators and 
com petitors who, w ithout our 
example, would not have the 
chances that they now enjoy.
To be constantly in the 
news, as we have been, is to be 
— given one’s own fixed place on
and  sym pSiiy  goes 'be crude political map by
again to  those injured by 'vhich the nation steers its
. spear, dart and  petrol course. O ur views change as
on the fro n L lin eo fa ftee  our perceptions o f B ntain’sproblem s change. But our 
viewpoint is no different from 
east London than it was from 
further north.
We see the international 
arena as especially little 
changed — with the ham m er o f 
Soviet com m unism  still lying 
over Eastern Europe and with 
every apparent shift needing 
the m ost sceptical eye. The 
greatest stain on the history o f 
The Times was left by__qur 
appc^ m e n t  o f  tyranny. That 
iSTTorsomething we will forget 
O u r anger for the victim s o f  
totalitarian oppression — for 
refugees from A%hanistan to 
Thailand, for the forgotten 
boat people in  Hong Kong, for 
the prisoners o f  the gulag — 
may sound to_som e as a 
m onotonous f m tSS j Let it 
rather be a monotonous thun­
der until the ir plight be eased 
by all m eans in our power. 
Closer to home there is an 
im pending general election, 
with the diversity o f  the polls 
predicting a year o f opportu­
nity to  all who would take on 
M rs Thatcher’s m antle, con­
tinue her achievem ents, mod­
ify them , make new ones or 
unm ake Tory mistakes. There 
is good and ill within the m ain _ 
contestants. W e should be on 
the alert for any new 
a u t^ ja i i i a r ia m sm  in  th e  
C o n s e rv a t iv e  P arty . T he 
totalitarian strain within La­
bour has been clearly seen in 
its leaders' attitude to  us this 
year, in the removal o f News 
In te r n a t io n a l  n ew sp ap ers  
from their nornuJ place on the 
libi3Qc.«hcives, in the hound­
ing o f  the Ruskin College 
lecturer M r David Selbourne, 
who dared write in The Times 
o f  the M ilitant threat to Liver- 
pool.
TIM S
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' ■ ■ ' " ' if^;qÿciiy.T à^ sh ;_Wcf^s*iNi#e\#Q6ac:rb*±(AIn&cL(hccmÿtldÿî^ -^ , ,: -& -*1^  ih ^È ^b fÔ w  TS^ çtfr flïtt _. Wftfkeis -had ? been tio a  1(Q£:*mbiUoR or'è <Hg-héaded % \  SV i. 4 : ; : A <mmp«iü(ML:À Coù-V ripe^to breâk'4n. bncoogéntal^®oyé lo ^ 'ip p ir^  Jui'u^ScqBemly üw job* *ep* ToA Wrdjiq know.'bApaponûovA^ one. jibas‘ ’ loo Ihe: coanéiEtion b^: ,:;;»-ÎTiÇ';*Mr^fs-. bave found, IkràSvricomed^ Aosc.Wio '  tween itrikcs and job fo e ^  • sonfo l^fiusiastic__^bcdfeUows.  ^remained resolutely uniuade.'- --''MrrNeil Kinnock’s dcctsfon to The newspaper industr/^.bbkk journalists from _Ncws  ^of course, immune fo i^ l : Intefnâtional's- papers - ■his* direct intcrnaUôhal •owoperitajalbrandofsecond' -Gompeutition.' Z.c-_ Monde/-ary^aétion •- is an unusual n-Scitntn. it ùnproving. The'^whatever its merits, waa no. even from fois'
cnûâsBi has come V no kss sulstitutc for The Tinres But famousmlgutkcr of the publicIpmdiciaMy-fromcommercé .jhcre remained the dispropor* mobtLJ-The. MLilurc pf^thcopptMients '  u to  four ; trade frooatc wages that the workers ,■■ National Union of jounialisCt' — j . —  .^1. : —  had won; also the exaajerated v w> tee its .interest in behaving 
loyally that the members like n^eahgtif^ Jmodern trade to their chapd ofBoew.b^ tnsfog^.^tupporting aminimum loyally against pa-thetr real em ploy^ Thua on ujBajtundreds of itsyew the fatalism in the initida -•-'foonberr’arç employed, is as of newspaper managers. ' - saifry 'predictable. For the> As l{jn*,.as there was n o ;,-T I^ # # ^ * o le ^  iscme more,, alternative place lo-ptinT tr "Issbd wttbi^tvhich . A. must ; natkxal newspapis- and no ' '  strufmk before j l  eait grasp a guarantee that, the tyciatmn of- new future. Hdàrevermtichthc d iK u e .,^ th ..  its '.a n  alternative site could not be government a ^political dppo-'- of iatfifiCnem blacked secondary action nehts and iwyouS supporters' against distributors and ^try to preanil'Wapping as a- supplicts. Acre was nothing "wateishcid,ksa proof that the that could be done. Only, when .  tratkimipo movement is now there was such a site and stich a ^  an , emdangctpd species that" guarantee, was there thejm»: -.*ttpifret > |p e ^  protection, pect of change. ’ % : .  . jlN^unM n p t w i ^ ^  is not . __  _ • ThejobsofAeprintwoA(«'.itt$t4fael^di#thaschangedit
[y. otorapeouS ten- > wimse . representatives' and of the' ib wrisers to ieeture '  political supporters are hurling public abouL*tùon power ..apen? may be Wg- ay/Brenda Dean may '
a o t  oioki-style trade umon-. ;um.'lhd Rdpçrt Murdoch an doodafolc t a t ^  for her smik
see it gs-a vindication of the gov^mmeni's stance' towards trade mutms.. It '-has been * wefoomed by those who see a.’ ego that the industrial climate
umas% from those who sup- poatSilfrade unions whatever AA^ andfoorewborelyon thdmforÆnancial and political sagppit The debate has been carded bn everywhere at a d«#*llngly high volume. ^asM A e aoue b f the battle rÿllpW)afob.<amœoap;^
axifrW norem  r- Britatn's
almighty precticesT. und finandal Metformancc, it seems ) candidate; Add in of a paper's .influence and-the
m eat
itty about its économie cabdiaatei&decied the;ppsîtww'or pioblaQ’'. auch a stanit# point it easy for critics 1 0
^ ^ p d ^ # io n  ieSkr as .Miss «ifamog -Daan has been met , baite d wire barricades,.control o f her union nmd can do little to Cfollow. ttfdn uhionists -
daily abuse (and recently more ' lethal iniisives) - outside thè' * - .Wapping plant have bëeh lost in precisely the same way 'as those of their union coUeagues ^ in the British colour prfotimg . , ■industry which '  for yeatf' the dupute Mseeped slowly to AmMerdkm'',;.^WWg tÿ jw  (me wick in atm&ngapore Thediflerenoc ■?iWl wft which has nacn is that they disappeared all at . ineaorably between Ae unions once. The fiction that after a and the p u l^ . Compared strike there was always a job to with the miners stnlw  and the come back lo was revealed as '  winlcr ofdiflcontcni it may not just that - a fiction. ' ; even turn out to be a very large; The casual observer could < \  / j  /• "for ; h *  case, ^ t ^  be .forgiven, of couise, for harsh foce of old t r a ^ ,flre.whWebalanceofT thinking that this revelation .runioft. poug; is_ not to w i  Sd A w ts tmsatisfocr #*as made in rather a brutal '  J8..rfeW Street it atiU-shpSkf he. changed, /way. For thf*. print worfcen manifests j^pdf/in corruptton^. •- 'whose fomilies were entirelydependent on their wages from.News International it was indeed traumatic. Even for some of the entmloyees'trhp' kept their jobs , i t  was -g'. disturbing exixricnce. ' ' ' .But what appeared to the public as a swift and dinicaUy based'-'executed operation had beenicfl as ; reoognised as attrition by the  ______ _tnipt union leaders for some ...wowkt b e l  ttaw. Benda Dean comtdains, both ssdto
wipw'wwd mot only by foaders : ^ o  see a the stréog popular for foe goverêmeat’s pioo ; lapa; could : be
tbehptbein ev-
and oentoifoip,;lB the rest, of « industry it reVpab iW f m î tigidly eaforeed.'fcreniSioBS^ pad m adegh^ preûlucflvtty. Î 
I ;  The unioam' tiiadiiiomal re-1 spoiise to pfotoge h «  been to jreefr the-hiw out of industrial ; lpiMfoU- /Tbe Wapping dis­pute began v*eo New; Inter-1 nsittouai-foiled to negotiate Obntncts pf enmloyment that' y binding oo pot a< buses*,foat her union bas been *'le- » duwsse but * deal to which mugged**. But it should ' frefoaiifogitowWhehcWinlaw/ remeimwred that six daya' ^fopfofoire^foeufiioa mmve- -•re she and her coWeagnes \mgq^foere#ow fre wrA shore _  A w  members fo» W g h f^  Id t a ^ tg g #  Aey had reeo the &st ^  w *  Ppp(*#iii*&. They ‘-*“^uct of.ihe Wapping print '  ha re  baye to karii to use the k a  specWrepgdement qf fouL The ^ tdmaftvc istogo op
ym mm # J^es^ journaiists’ fe e lin g s /o5
: ihc-pidwM xtMa omu^
Beyood the  picket UiMi: joHrmiKsts prodtitinx today's eaition >i
îOtact
for '.fiai
po**»Nf ■ wijhout the almost mante dcierminetioR. o f  report-- • m , K)t>«diton. '. photographers 
and the rwt o f  the* treed  to  '  owîoomc timocnae and immedk '  
ate obstacles and frustrations 
The ethos of the ' profession is 
that the news must gn  through; K.- d n m  us now. and is nothing to 
d o  wtA ,ihe  ebmracter • of a particular employee Jountahsts 
tieticsc uv journabsnl, and arc , ' near addicted to  (he daily charge - 
o f ^ r m a f n  i^hringw  V ' .Those-who try and s u à #  h#:x ■» they im srHua,vt3ay i* ic jiig .;iw : -  -
sympaiheiie yodm*. o p r mtmagc- . -At fo r'the  prvttCts. on tm kc- h r  teuKnj disputes, 
meat. the. prtpl trriKms. o r  our... «nd .dttmrtaesL 4eep is our-, w w ld be to negoiiatc 
own NUJ. #re . prohfem t. %n /CM tfutioil as. 16 the Tightness of -, But * Ac managemeni Jc- which are instinctively ifeptoy ait, their cause. 'They; have their » maaded we move, and n had :hc 
OUT lagRtdityjiO aw w it V i th o u tp o in t s ,  as does their adwrsarv, -  Jaw oo As wdc An emmeni VC .that dnvtag (otce. it is .h itd  to “ out proprietck. Rupert Murdoch. - was bnefed and consulted b> this 
a re  how Tne Ttm h  would have And feb. oÎF ail j""™aW&..air* ,'ehapcl *nd m measured terms. ap g d S ^  fee ihe.posi tapeJu...^;; capdf*m ed to csaiHiamfedm&s.% wnh chapter and verse, he 7 .Almost aM yramaUm to geefog every side o f ts e ry  cmworeWed us that our contractsksed at ;some time, thmdgh , argument, and to the professional rcpuwcd us to accept a new place 
Itiw t indAirial disptiics b e tA e eh "d ^C h in c n t .whtcti gives .us the . or work, and new -worVing prmimg umoos and lôèntge-,; automatic ttte il o f. nou-mvolve-... method». Our management mas 
menti The trick i»(o(m doesitïal, m e n t  iitroiher peopte's'crises. ,  have bad a moral isNigation to ^ ■ f id  to' stand on, while bo th \g - ThaL and prioe in.«chp we arc." seelro deal with us iVsi. ana even sides try  to drive Its. iiiio their has (MiMced at Wappirig 01 it was 1.4 kyal obligation under ibe 
camp That is , how we -cam e . houpd W d d  There is mo shame grfeyance procedure in each 
thspugh (he It moath ekmrre b f . ‘  h t .eoatitsuing to  do tk  for The ■ individual coniraci c f  emoloy- O ti pewsflBper in, 197*. Journal- Timtt. foe we are, T V  rtmeti , ment, but u took leading counsel 
ista send nor mucti-to UVe thctr - That ii* a  strength Ifrat has not -mo; frme at all to find in our inaaagemÀii». - nor r jgseady.,.4o4 beer» shaken»•“ A n d i|h a i is the-’ .hodha agrrentem the familiar 
adnura the orgaoizmtiund'which \  bond tetweeh diosc who obeyed* .•b'waso-"Th»s agreement is bind 
tepcncni the pnaters. K attu*f,7 'our Biaangemèaj iMher than o u r * ®  honour only." Wc were imioL and those wptsidc wftn* "**8 w dt the unpleasant irony r e s o ld . t h e  coodlct t h e - o j h e r h a d  our agiwmcni been 
w»y. They are hoàowràblc and . b"»du>* -  an *dea alien tothey accuse u* o f  go diA onour. ^  wnaio ' but favoured byeither. M ufrkch -  we could have
i.O ttr gfpdkatnrèpi. o f - Ittm in his tracks As u
.. .   ............  ....... ________ days, stems ( lo rn -décisions lefux  to go to Wappmgagreement*. CoJIectivcJy. we h n n \- , oMrn.Ibs agrv wheii, the-.aatidnal*,.;R«jW,ha»c been a breach of our 
ourtefves • mh« -* 'j«hrm d/i and. / f te n r tr v e  o f o w  smioo. in tha and pounds for instant
wBecitrefy. through the (feapri-'. .TUC< prioMta fodwery (fwnrnitr. And wc bad no doubt..tye neguiiaic new «mes. At fedit,' 'jge. aaraed tw a ccfinsarv. çaefoyer knew this wo
.ihai'-waii whwlwc thom ghaw edii . .  towgrns M wddeh# -oW at 'ft , *_We Jtavcoo t beca much m the frv 'd ;fhe dtstuehaure.uM vntg-'W oppta^  (i wmg deoijed. w h e » ^  «food As ask i t  but Kuncone else bcheC and the cpKMMi^ thotfest none-oTas cou ld -tom  tmagmed, ngy.Aak: what che. m theseegpscd.shav has taken«idkfotigh she-eoakaquefKcv; ,sh«'. no one,, thanwimnce». could Murdoch
*e'orideW W  the ÿasi jM v rn A  wiuo.n - showW .odgdw ate: a  hm cdpm t? How could he have
A# otrf jHacsiid etohel dlTicm .t. Wapping. dn tT  atilfgs. *8 w qg'. hw pured  a, hoaac agreement
. l ^ ^ - , j ^ e ^ t ^ | ^ n g  produfiloo
■ /KMod and round 
look*# for thedWt OUT feet to stand Oh. moaeT While ow  eyes words “honour" in is q  .vagrcemeat the 
‘'“ l i  eyes were no leu  
•“odty". in that I gtinag ‘Tpodidc ta ttooow 
" ) IT MkMA IP febour
«ympathies are wnh ocnkec. T h r  A'auogat Umon ofv Jouraolisi» tos rtever en>(i)oyod the deothrca- 
tKa6_and , customary indantrial - p w r r e s  kx whirk- tha pno ito t 
unions reg rersowand. -*, •• * T‘- ' At The , frm esnino.ktcp utu
I i  twniMcCWip i ta ic e »  .:.wap (ag.(M if au f l aq w q . mmmourem a, bouse agree ent 
tk c to J  .jBowagiaqg ragnoad ■ dpfog-aa jAtlerty. ihs-Abg enstS -  mitodl.required him to ncgouste
3?
m :
/ttoleghri. Bd hrect pT
i.'i: wc >cl! I tvtund m unatcm cni. 
A c 'till fc-.'l ..':at.
V i t  t t ic rc .  'I n c  lu rv .le  -v s r tn rc  
o f  r n r . t i r c  t:ivpii:-.-\. Me. m u s t  
th in k  AC ..rc  '. i iv c  Vhe icM  w e  
c a n  rc p iv  -1 r o .  »o irc  '’o n n u r -  
a h t c  I I'tii s n u rn a iis t.v . » n d  n o w . 
a.v ! ;ir  o u r  . lo r io u t,  >c v a r  th e  
a d d i t i o n a l  s ; - , - in i  o f  o c r ia n c c  o i 
o u r  i m n  j n i . m  ,  n c iru c t io n v .
Hill the '•'taJ . \ i \ c i i i 'c .has 
hardly v -^n cd us --.-.I either It 
has aonh.-d o as .nvtnjc;i<>ns 
ir.auc .11 ..,ic v, ; 11. ,iTi.iirr.btances
h a s  v o u e n t  -vi’.n o u t  " . c r  o n s u i t -  
in ç  u s  to  p u t u s  " I t :ic  - i- jc  .at th e  
p r in t  u n io - .v  .n a in s t  N e w s  n tc r -  
n a i io n a i  it n e 'e r  'i f c r c o  u s  a 
h a i lo i ,  a i  .:,c ' n n t  u n io n s  
i h c r t i b c l 'r s  I ,a d  h e ld ,  , l  a i le d  to  
h e lp  u s  n c ï o n a t c  -Alien w e  
n e e d e d  .til I ts  -u c iih f .  in s t e a d  it 
s t o o d  ry -tw ccn  is  a n d  o u r  
e n i m r j x  'in i l  -to-*. A n h  n o  
l 'ifii(.-iY i f e r '- .v is  in  l a l l i n e  a s  o u t  
( if  'AU«.inR. knowing .i t t i t  we 
break o u r  c o n t r a c t s  tl  w e  c o m p ly .
It c a l ls  o n  n t i r  r e a d e r s  to  ix iy c o i t  
u s .  a n d  c a l ls  -m  o u r  j o u r n a l i s t  | 
c (d le a g u e s ,  f re e la n c e s  a n d  p r e s s  , 
o l  f i l e r s ,  to  ret u s e  us ih rtr
H o w . then, is tl representing 
our interests, w h^h NI U raies 
declare to he its fundam ental 
obiiv iive '’ H o w , then, is it 
defending press 'reedum . to 
'Ah*cn It sa y s  it s ecm niitied '’ 
Perhaps we shall he told, it has lo 
he rtrcoroed how eter. that sym­
pathy tor the , \L J  e srcu liv e 'i 
own predicament m u -n s  the 
Tf <■ IS not slning in the Timer 
M . J chapel, it IS ijeticraify keJt 
that thev have chosen 4d es  in 
this battle tixi soon, and never 
asked the peopie concerned -  
ourselves
finally  there must be questions 
about we constitution ol The Inner itsctt Ouarariteet were 
given at me tim e u f the 
acquisition ol tfre paper by the 
piescut iifopnesor about the 
protei tion ol its au thonly . qual­
ity and editorial .irerdum i Them  
p nn cip lfs  are m fact ingaci a t 
W'appirqt. Bui it is not easy l o  
rrcoficile them with the threat to 
tiism iss us ail if we would pel 
move. The pohrd in Time» 
N rvuspapm  induues nation*! 
director» wttove roie ts to -pToicd 
those prtnciprcv ù  is a max ter lor 
them
7 hey are entitled to sa t -  we 
woufo not want tliem lo  say 
otherwise -  that •hr fart that 
such an  an K lr as this may appear 
m our pages at toy Tqucsi; ,n the 
c u d  St ol this cross is mamileal 
evtdettcT o f t h e  safely iW that . spm l o f indepeodence add f re e ,
'  *|WKh wJiKii those guajantre#„  are til about.
i - jT k r  swcbpr, Jtii.jio ta  t.-i/tai/s;
/  Vor/e^punetenr a  tie  n ew tfa ik e r W J  ihapW w  The 3 i« # g .;
I Tkit u  a  js n rs o n u / H |b r ;
Two sides o f trouble
[ \ N o  o n e  ■ p o s i t i v e l y  a p p r o v e s  o f  ,  t h e  M o ;
l e n c e  a t  W a p p i n g  l a s t  w e e k e n d .  N o  ■  o n e  
■  b e l i e v e s ' t h a t  t h e - d i s p u t e  t h e r e -  w i l l ,  b e  
s o l v e d  b y  s t r e e t  f i g h t i n g .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n /  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  r a t h e r  s e c o n d - r a t e  a t -  
.  .  t e m p t  t o  u s e  t h e  e v e n t s  a s  a n o t h e r  s t i c k  
i  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  ;  b e a t .  t h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y  f e l l  
p r e d i c t a b l y  f l a t  i n  t h e  C o m m o n s  y e s t e r d a y  
"  a f t e r n o o n .  . T h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  d u l y  t r i e d  t o  
,  .  b l a m e / e v e r y t h i n g ,  o n  L a b o u r .  L a b o u r  . i n  
r e t u r n  v a i n l y ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  g e t  t h e  H o m e  
S e c r e t a r y  t o  s e t  u p  a  p u b l i c  i n q u i r y .  I t  w a s  
i  a l l  r a t h e r  e r s a t z  s t u f f . ,  Y e t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o n  
. S a t u r d a y  w a s  a  s e r i o u s  e v e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n .
j k h e  r ÿ a p p l n g  d W p u t e t ^  t h e  u S t d o i K  a z v e g w e n  
a m b i v a l e n t  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  r a l l i e s  a r e  
a  p a s s i v e  g e s t u r e  o Ç ^ p ^ e s t  o r  a n  a t t ^ p t  
\ ; f j t o  b l o c k ;  M r  M u W o w ' ^ o r r i e s % 4 M y ^  t o  
^ r c é  h î ^ j n ^  t o i i S ^ o n s .  t h e
! ^ u n l b n  l ë é i ( A i ^ ^ % ; à n a t W s t  < r f ^ $ l 5 » i n S a n d  
f i l e  h a v e  b e e n  « È B i s t e n t l y  l a w - a b i d i n g ,  t h e y  
' h a v e  n o t  a l w a y s  d i s t a n c é  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  
I  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  w h o  
I  f a v o u r  t o u g h e r  m e a s u r e s .  I f  t h e y  j j a d - d o n e  1: 80% m o w  f o r c e f t i U y ,  t h e i r  J ü e r t è r . b ç à i b l â i n t s  
r a b o ü t  p o l i c e  v i ^ n c e .  w o i i l 4 i < f i h ( l ‘ . n f ' ^ d i e r  
a u d i e n c e .  -  Y e t .  t h e -  p o l i c e  a r e  a h / f a u l t ,  i t o o  
P r o m t  t h e  s t a r t ,  t h e y  h a v e  a c t e d . '  o r  a l l o w e d  
‘ t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a p p e a r ‘ a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  
a c t i n g ,  a s  M r  M u r d o c h ' s  f o r c e .  T h e y  h a v e  
u s e d  . d u b i o u s  l e g a l  t a c t i c s .  T h e y  h a v e ,  u s e d  
u n n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  f o r c e .  ‘  T h e y  
. h a v e  s h o w n  l i t t l e . . o r  n o  s e n s i t i v i t y i  t o  t h e  
g r i e v a n c e s  o f  t h e  s a c k e d  w o r k e r s -  a g ^ s t  
M r  M u r d o c h .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n , -  w h a t - « h a p ­
p e n e d  o n  S a t u r d a y  —  t h e  a t t a c k ^  o n  t h e  
p o l i c e  a n d  t h e  a t t a c k s  b y  t h e  p o l i c e ^  w e r e  
.  b o t h  d é â d i n g l y , ,  p r e d i c t a b l e . .  ' •  '
V  ;  "  ’  T h e .  c u r r a i t  c a l l s  -  f o r  % a n i n q u i r y ,  i n t o  
-  i t h a  v i o l e n c e  a r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e -  b u t  a l m o s t  
• “ / c e r t â l n l y  f r u i t i e r .  T h e  d a y  o f  p u b l i e a t i o n  o f  
i ,  ;  L a y f i e l d  . t -  a n .  e x e r c i s e  •  w h i c h  h a s  " . d o n e  
J  v  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  t o  r â r s u a d e  . ' m i n i s t e r s  
:  a g a i n s t  a n y  f o r m ,  o f ' p u b l i c - c o n s u l t a t i o n  o r  
'  •  :  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  — -  i s  t  r » t  '  t h e  d a y  ;  t o  p r e s s  
• ;  >  s u c h  i d e a s  o n  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s .  i K  o n  t h e  
. / o t h e r  . h a n d ,  B r i t a i n  a l r e a d y  h a d ' a :  p r o p e r l y  
i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i c e ,  i n s p e c t o r a t e , '  a s  w e  h a v e  
V . .  a d v o c a t e d  -  o n  o t h e r  ,o c c a s i o n s , ,  t h e r e .  ;  w o u l d  
•  b e  n o  n e e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  G o v e r n m e n t ;  t o  ^  s e t  
'  u p  s u c h  a n  i n q u i r y .  T h e  I n s p e c t o r a t e  c o u l d  
'  a c t  u n i l a t e r a l l y ,  a n d  w i t h  s o m e - -  h o p e ;  o f  
:  ■  ■  h a v i n g i t s  f i n d i n g s  i m p l e m e n t e d , '  t o o ;  '  I n -  
■ .  s t e a d , '  w e  a r e  s t u c k  w i t h  a  '  d i s p u t e ?  . w h i c h  
' . . " o u g h t  t o - b e  b r o u ^ t  t o  . a n  " . e n d  a n d  a  
:  . G o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  h e l p  
. - j  a c h i e v e  i t .  E v e n  w o r s e ,  w e  a r e  s t u c k  . w i t h  a  
' ■  G o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  s o m e t i m e s  s e e m s  '  q u i t e  
t o  e n j o y  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  c o n f l i c t '  a t ^  W a p p i n g  
. . . a n d  a  u n i o n  m o v e m e n t  W h i c h T s  p q w f r n e s s  
t o  e s c a p e  t o r a i
r ", Seven days of^/^Z/^ 
hard thinking  ^/Y
1 O n e  w a y  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  I  T U C  h a s  p u l l e d  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  b r i n k  w i t h  
f a m i l i a r  s k i l l .  T h e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c a l l e d  t o  
d i s c i p l i n e  M r  E r i c  H a m m o n d ’ s  E l e c t r i c i a n s  
f o r  t h e i r  a l l e g e d  b e h a v i o u r  a t  W a p p i n g  h a s  
n e i t h e r  s u s p e n d e d  t h e  u n i o n  f o r t h w i t h ,  n o r  
h a s  i t  i s s u e d  p o t e n t i a l l y  u n l a w f u l  a n d / o r  
p o l i t i c a l l y  i n t o l e r a b l e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  M r  
H a m m o n d ,  I n d e e d  t h e  s e v e n  d a y  “  u l t i ­
m a t u m  ”  m e r e l y  d i r e c t s  t h e  T U C ’ s  a w k w a r d  
s q u a d  t o  c e a s e  a n d  d e s i s t  f r o m  a c t i o n s  
w h i c h  i t  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e n i e d .  T h u s  t h e  
E E T P U  i s  n o t  t o  a s s j ^ L J o ^ t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  
O f "  s t a f f  f o r  W a p p i n g .  B u t  ,  t h e n ,  s a y s  M r  
H a m m o n d ,  h a n d  o n  h e a r t ,  h i s  u n i o n  h a s  
.  n o t  b e e n  d o i n g  s o  s i n c e  t w o  u n a u t h o r i s e d  
b r a n c h  e f f o r t s  w e r e  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  j u m p e d  
u p o n  b y  h e a d  o f f i c e .  M r  M u r d o c h  d o e s  n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  b e  o u t  a n d  a b o u t  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  
m a r k e t ,  a n y w a y .  H i s  t e a m  i s  c o m p l e t e  a n d  
q l r e a t l Y  n n  t h n J W -  N Q r . _ s a v s  t j i e  T U C .  i s  
t h e  E E T P U  t o  p o a c h  m e m b e r s  o f  o t h e r  
u n i o n s  w o r k i n g  a t  W a p p i n g .  F a i r  e n o u g h ,  
s a y s  M r  H a m m o n d .  H e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  p o a c h ­
i n g  a n d  h a s  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  s t a r t i n g  n o w .  
M o s t  o f  t h o s e  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  d i s p u t e d  
p l a n t s  a r e  m em bers o f  t h e  _ N a t i o n a L . U j i i o n  
o f  J o u r n a h s t s T o C â s s û n â H T p r i p t  u n i o n s ,  o f  
t h e  T r a n s p o r t  a n d  G e n e r a l  o r  o f  n o  u n i o n  
a t  a l l ,  h e  c l a i m s .
T h e  E l e c t r i c i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  n o t  t o  
c o n c l u d e  a n y  u n i l a t e r a l  d e a l  w i t h  M r  M u r ­
d o c h  n o r  y e t  t o  b a r g a i n  w i t h  h i m .  N o  
p r o b l e m ,  s a y  t h e  E l e c t r i c i a n s .  W e  s u s ­
p e n d e d  t a l k s  t h e  m o m e n t  M r  N o r m a n  W i l ­
l i s  a s k e d  u s  t o .  N e x t , '  t h e  T U C  w a n t s  M r  
H a m m o n d  t o  t e l l  h i s  d o c k l a n d  m e m b e r s  
( w i t h o u t  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n )  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  e n g a g e d  o n  w o r k  n o r m a l l y  
d o n e  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  o t h e r  p r i n t  u n i o n s .  
A s s u m e  —  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  E E T P U  
b r a n c h  s t r u c t u r e  o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  ^  a g r e e ­
m e n t  a t  W a p p i n g  ( s e e  p r e v i o u s  p o i n t )  M r  
H a m m o n d  i s  a b l e  t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  m e s s a g e .  
W h a t  w i n  b e  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  E l e c t r i ­
c i a n s  p r e v i o u s l y  o n  t h e  d o l e  a n d  n o w  a p ­
p a r e n t l y  p u l l i n g  d o w n  a  c o o l  £ 1 5 , 0 0 0  a  
y e a r ?  F i n a l l y ,  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  
. h i s  h e a r t ,  M r  H a m m o n d  i s  p r e p a r e d ,  i f  t h e  
c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h i s  u n i o n  a r e  e v e n t u a l l y  
d r o p p e d ,  t o  a s k  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t o  h e l p  
t h o s e  5 , 0 0 0  p r i n t  w o r k e r s  s a c k e d  w i t h o u t
c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  s t r i k i n g  i n  b r e a c h  o f  c c  ■  
t r a c t .  B u t  t h e  b e s t ,  t h e  v e r y  b e s t ,  t h  
c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  i n v o l v e ,  w o u l d  b e  a  p a r t i r .  ;  
e x  g r a t i a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  r e d u n d a n c y  e n t i t i .  
m e n t s .  P l u s ,  p e r h a p s ,  a  v e r y  l i m i t e d  r e h i ; ’ i  
i n g  a t  t h e  o l d  p l a n t .
L o o k e d  a t  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  a n g l e  t h  
w h o l e  s o r r y  b u s i n e s s  w a s  a  b o t c h  j o b  f r o r  
b e ^ n i n g  t o  e n d .  T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i r  '
u n i o n s  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  a  h i s t o r  
o f  u n i t e d  y e t  r e a l i s t i c  b a r g a i n i n g  i n  F l e e  
S t r e e t .  T o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s a g a  o f  G r a y ’ s  I n r  
R o a d  t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  d i s t r u s t e d  a n '  
j o s t l e d  e a c h  o t h e r  a l m o s t  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e \  
d i s t r u s t e d  t h e  E E T P U .  A t  C o n g r e s s  H o u s e -  
M r  W i l l i s ,  a i d e d  b y  h i s  c h a i r m a n  M r  K e r ,
G i l l  a n d  b y  M r  R o n  T o d d  o f  t h e  T r a n s p o r  
W o r k e r s  a p p e a r e d  t o  a c t  a s  i f  t h e  o b j e c t  c :  ' 
t h e  e x e r c i s e  w a s  t o  t e a c h  t h e  a b r a s i v e  M .  
H a m m o n d  a  m u c h  n e e d e d  l e s s o n .  N o  o t h e .  
i m i o n  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  h a m m e r e d  a s  h a r .  / ■
a n d  a s  o f t e n  b y  l e t t e r s  f r o m  t h e  T U C  g e : ;  
e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  h i n t i n g ,  a s s u m i n g ,  a d v i s i r ;  
( a n y t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  i n s t r u c t i n g ,  w h i c h  w o u ;  
h a v e  i n v o l v e d  f o r m a l  u s e  o f  t h e  T U C  r u :  ,
b o o k )  t h a t  t h e  E l e c t r i c i a n s  s h o u l d  d o  w h c :  
e v e r  M r  W i l l i s  t h o u g h t  b e s t .
H a m m o n d ’ s  p r o b l e m  w a s  c u r i o u s l y  s i m i l  
t o  M r s  T h a t c h e r ' s .  Y o u  d i d  n o t  h a v e  
l o v e  h i m ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  h e  w a s  s t r a i g h t .  ■ 4 / -  
s a i d  w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g  a n d  p l e a d e d ,  i n  a  : /  
c o m m o n  s e n s e .  O f  c o u r s e  w e  a r e  t a k i .  
G o v e r n m e n t  m o n e y  f o r  b a l l o t .  W h y  n o t ?  n ' - , '  
c o u r s e  h e  w o u l d  t a l k  t o  t h e  U D M .  W y
n o t ?  T h i s  t i m e  r o u n d  i t  a l l  s e e m s  a
w ’ e l l ,  s h u f f l e  f o o t e d .  B r a n c h e s  i n  G l a s g  
a n d  S o u t h a m p t o n  d i d  s u p p l y  w o r k e r s .  L - ' “  
i t  w a s  a l l  a  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  V / e  c a n ;  - r  
c o n t r o l  o r  e v e n  i d e n t i f y  o u r  m e m b e r s  %  
W a p p i n g  b e c a u s e  y o u ,  t h e  T U C  w i U  n o t  
u s  n e g o t i a t e  a n d  f o r m  a  b r a n c h  t l i e r e .  I t  
s e e m s  a  b i t  s h a r p ,  t o o .  P r i n t  w o r k e r s  : 
n o t  u n i v e r s a l l y  r e v e r e d  r o u n d  t h e  g e n <  - r  
c o u n c i l  t a b l e .  B u t  t o  s e e  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  o n  
s t o n e s  w l t l i o u t  a  p e n n y  w h i l s t  E l e c t r i c ! ;  -  
( a n d  o t h e r s )  a r e  b u s s e d  b e h i n d  t h e  b a r .  ' ^  
w i r e  a t  W a p p i n g  s e e m s  a  b i t  m u c h .  ;  %  
n e x t  s e v e n  d a y s  g i v e  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s  t ;  
t o  d e c i d e  w h a t  i s  t h e i r  b o t t o m  l i n e  i n  ; ; / •  
a p p a l l i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  T h e y  a l s o  g i v e  t h e  7. 
t r i c i a n s  t i m e  t o  s t o p  f l u f f i n g  a b o u t  v  
d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  s t a y  i n  t l i e  T F  ;  
w a r t s  a n d  a l l .  A n d  t h e y  g i v e  t h e  T U C  ;  ’  
t o  t h i n k  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  i  
n i n g  a  b r o a d  c h u r c h .
T3
" M U R D O C H  d i d  n o t  b e a t  
u s  ;  t h e  l a w  b e a t  u s . "  s a i d  
J e f f  F o u l k e s ,  a  N a t i o n a l  
G r a p h i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t e r e o -  
t y p e r  a s  t h e  l o r r i e s  p o u r e d  
d o w n  t h e  W a p p i n g  H i g h w a y  
y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  T h e  
t r u t h  i n  h i s  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  
h a r d  c o r e  o f  s t r i k e r s  w e r e  
p r e p a r e d  t o  k e e p  g o i n g ,  t o  
t h e  n e x t  e l e c t i o n  i f  n e c e s ­
s a r y .  b u t  .  b y  t h e n  t h e i r  
u n i o n s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  ef­fectively  destroyed by  t h e  
c o u r t s .
Brenda Dean, the Sogat general secretary, was not exaggerating when she ex­plained in a long letter to her members yesterday that, if the contem pt proceedings being brought by the com­pany were to go ahead next w eek , th e  u n io n  faced  resequestration and perhaps even break-up.Ever since Justice Stuart- Smith granted his injunction on July Cl. a time bomb was ticking away against the print unions. The orders had restricted pickets to six at the main gate into the plant an d  in s t ru c te d  th a t a ll marches be directed into a square opposite the main exit and be subject to police control.
M ore sig n ifican tly , th e  judge said in his summing up that even though the unions might disown violence they were still liable, since they had organised dem onstra­tions at which violence and nuisance had occured with I sufficient frequency for it to ; am ount to a detectable pattern.
In this context, the vio- ! lence on the  union-organised I -anniversary  dem onstration  i on January  24 would be seen 
i by the courts as the responsi- i bility of the print unions 
I  and, as such, a breach of the I injunction. Not surprisingly,I the company wasted no time 
j after the dem onstration -in 1 beginning the contem pt pro- 
1 ceedings that ended Sogat’s resistance.I In the case of Sogat. the ! scale of the likely contempt I fine, and the possibility of i sequestration, was increased : by the union's failure to take ! ilesciplinary action against members involved in other ! breaches of the order.—— — Prior to January  24 the ■ rompa.iïF. u • -
r
? f
?
c o m p a n y ’ s  l a w y e r s .  T a i-----
I  a n d  C o . ,  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  b o t h  
S o g a t  a n d  N G A  f o u r  t i m e s  
t h r e a t e n i n g  c o n t e m p t  p r o ­
c e e d i n g s  a n d  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  
,  i n c i d e n t s  o f  l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  
-  p i c k e t s  —  p e r h a p s  2 0 0  
s t r o n g  —  " r u s h i n g  "  t h e  
m a i n  g a t e  a n d  b l o c k i n g  a l l  
m o v e m e n t .  ■  T h e  c o m p a n y  
e v e n  s u p p l i e d  v i d e o s  o f  t h e  
i n c i d e n t s .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a s  
D e a n  p o i n t e d  o u t  y e s t e r d a y ,  
t h e  S o g a t  e x e c u t i v e  d e c i d e d  
l a s t  m o n t h  t o  n o t e  t h e  v i d e o s  
b u t  n o t  t o  c o m m e n c e  d i s c i ­
p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n y  
m e m b e r s  i n v o l v e d .
T h e  N G A ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  p e r ­
h a p s  w i t h  b e t t e r  t a c t i c a l  
s e n s e ,  h a s  f i n e d  i t s  m e m b e r s  
k n o w n  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  I n  i n ­
t i m i d a t o r y  o r  u n l a w f u l  f o r m s  
o f  n i c k e t i n g .
S o g a t ’ s  f a i l u r e  t o  t a k e  d i s ­
c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  
c o u n t e d  h e a v i l y  a t  t h e  c o n ­
t e m p t  h e a r i n g  n e x t  w e e k ,  
s i n c e  t h e  j u d g e  h a d  s p e l t  o u t  
a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h e a r i n g  t h a t  
h e  r e q u i r e d  t h e  u n i o n s  t o  u s e  
t h e i r  r u l e s  t o  c o n t r o l  m e m ­
b e r s  b r e a c h i n g  a n y  o r d e r  h e  
m a d e .He added that the unions w ere in a better position than  the police to identify the troublem akers in their ranks. The union should use its power as an adjunct to the  police's use of the crim i­nal law.In her letter, Brenda Dean says she had several times discussed the possibility of taking disciplinary action w ith Sogat strike leaders, but they were opposed to such a course. The opposition was understandable, but left the union badly exposed in a court of law.Despite these argum ents, the pickets’ verdict yesterday on Dean’s leadership cf the dispute was brutal. Bob Evans, a NGA stéréotypée spoke for many when he said ; “ She has backed the people in the provinces who would not support her union and deserted the people in London who risked and lost the ir jobs to fight for union recognition.’’R o n a ld  M c M ic h a e l. a foundry w orker, was equally harsh  : “ Everything she has done since th e  first ballot in May has been aimed a t get­ting herself out of the dis­pute. She ju s t found us an em barrassm ent. She w asn’t 
up to the Job.”
M a n y  o n  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  
a l s o  h a d  l i t t l e  b u t  c o n t e m p t  
f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  b y  N o r ­
m a n  W i l l i s ,  t h e  T U C  l e a d e r ,  
f o r  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  
t h e  e l e c t r i c i a n s ’  u n i o n  o n c e  
o v e r w h e l m i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  
t h e i r  c o l l u s i o n  h a d  b e e n  
r e v e a l e d .
B l a m i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a y  
b e  p o i n t l e s s .  T h e  c r u c i a l  a b ­
s e n c e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  a c t i o n  a t  
t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e  w a s  
n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  S o g a t ,  b u t  
i n v o l v e d  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  N G A  
m e m b e r s  w o r k i n g  o n  T h e  
T i m e s  s u p p l e m e n t s  a n d  
T r a n s p o r t  a n d  G e n e r a l  W o r k ­
e r s  U n i o n  d r i v e r s .
I t  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  c o m f o r t  t o  
t h o s e  p i c k e t s  n o w  f a c i n g  l i f e  
w i t h  a  G i r o  c h e q u e ,  b u t  a  
l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  o f  t h e i r  d i s p u t e  
m a y  n a v e  b e e n  t o  d i s c r e d i t  
s o m e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a w s  a n d  
p e r h a p s  u s h e r  i n  a  n e w  l e g a l  
e r a  e n s h r i n i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
s t r i k e  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t a k e  
s y m p a t h y  a c t i o n .
Wapping : the issues fall p/î-' place
A t  l a s t  t h e  W a p p i n g  l o g  j a m  m a y  j u s t  b e  b r e a k i n g  
u p .  M r  R u p e r t  M u r d o c h ’ s  m e n  a r e  k n o c k i n g  q u i e t l y
o n  t h e  e v e r  o p e n  d o o r s  o f  A c a s .  M s  B r e n d a  D e a n
s i g n a l s  h e r  d e s i r e  f o r  a  n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t .  H e r
e x e c u t i v e ,  s t i l l  b r e a t h i n g  s e q u e s t e r e d  d e f i a n c e ,  i s  c a s t ­
i n g  r o u n d  f o r  a  w a y  t o  c l a i m  i t s  m o n e y  b a c k  b e f o r e  
t e m p o r a r y  c o n f i s c a t i o n  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  p e r m a n e n t  
l o s s ,  a s  t h e  l e g a l  t a : d  m e t e r  t i c k s  u p  c o n t e m p t  f i n e s .  
T h e  N a t i o n a l  G r a p h i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w e n t  d o w n  
f i l e  b o y c o t t  r o a d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  a n d  e m e r g e d  a l m o s t  
£ 1  m i l l i o n  p o o r e r  b u t  w i s e r ,  i s  t r y i n g  t o  b o x  c l e v e r  
w i t h  t h e  c o u r t s .  M e a n w h i l e  p o s t a l  w o r k e r s  a g r e e  t o  
d e l i v e r  S u n  b i n g o  c a r d s  w h i l e  t h e  T r a n s p o r t  a n d
G e n e r a l  W o r k e r s  U n i o n  r e a c h e s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
w i t h  T N T  w h i c h  d i s t r i b u t e s  M r  M u r d o c h ’ s  p a p e r .  T h e  
g r e a t  m a s s  o f  M u r d o c h  j o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  w o r k i n g  n o r ­
m a l l y  a n d  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  u n i o n  c a r d s .  
A s  f o r  t h e  E l e c t r i c i a n s ,  t h e y  a r e  b a c k ,  p a i n l e s s l y ,  i n  
t h e  T U C  f o l d .  N o  u n i l a t e r a l  d e a l s  w i t h  N e w s  I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l  :  b u t  t h e n  n o n e  h a d  b e e n  s c h e d u l e d .  C r o s s  o u r  
h e a r t s ,  N o r m a n  !  T h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  m a y  b e  g e t t i n g  
l a r g e r  a n d  r o u g h e r .  B u t  t h e  l o r r i e s  p l o u g h  t h r o u g h .  A  
m o n t h  i n t o  W a p p i n g  s t a n d o f f  b e c o m e s  s t a l e m a t e  a n d  
s t a l e m a t e  l o o k e d ,  u n t i l  y e s t e r d a y ,  p r e c i o u s  l i k e  d e a d ­
l o c k  —  w i t h  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  s t a t u s  q u o  b e c o m i n g  a  
k i n d  o f  g r i n d i n g  p e r m a n e n c y .
Y e t  d e a d l o c k  i s  i n  n o b o d y ’ s  l o n g  t e r m  i n t e r e s t .  O f  
c o u r s e  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h a s  “  w o n  "  i n  t h a t  p a p e r s  
a r e ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  g e t t i n g  t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  p u n t e r s .  
B u t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  m u c k e d  a b o u t  n i g h t  a f t e r  n i g h t .  
T h e  p r o d u c t  i s  ( s o m e  r e a d e r s  s a y )  n o t  a s  g o o d  a s  i t  
m i g h t  b e ,  b e c a u s e  j o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  u n e a s y  a n d  i n s e ­
c u r e .  T h e  b a r b e d  w i r e  i m a g e  o f  F o r t r e s s  W a p p i n g  
d o e s  n o  g o o d  t o  t h e  c o m p a n y  —  a n d  n e i t h e r  d o e s  t h e  
g r o w i n g  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u l l e d  
a  n u m b e r  o f  z i p p y  m a n o e u v r e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o r k e r s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m ­
p e n s a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r .  W h e n  e v e n  C o n s e r v a t i v e  m i n i s ­
t e r s  d i s t a n c e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  M r  M u r d o c h ,  w o n d e r i n g  
o p e n l y  w h e t h e r  s o m e t h i n g  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  d r a c o n i a n  m a y  
n o t  b e  i n  o r d e r ,  t h e n  s o m e t h i n g  o u g h t  t o  g i v e .
O n  t h e  u n i o n s ’  s i d e  t o o ,  h a r d  r e a l i t i e s  d i c t a t e  a  
d e g r e e  o f  g i v e .  A l r e a d y  t h e  T U C  f o i m u l a  s a y s  :  P l a c e  
a  r i n g  f e n c e  a r o u n d  W a p p i n g .  L e t  n o b o d y  o r g a n i s e  
t h e  6 0 0  w o r k e r s  n o w  p r i n t i n g  t h e  f o u r  d i s p u t e d  t i t l e s .  
H a r d l y  f i g h t i n g  t a l k ,  t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  a  f a i r  r e c o g n i ­
t i o n  o f  l e g a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e a l i t i e s .  A t  l e a s t  i t  o p e n s  
t h e  w a y  t o  s o m e  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  a n  e n d  t o  s e q u e s t r a ­
t i o n  —  a s  M r  E r i c  H a m m o n d  h a s  b e e n  q u i c k  t o  
r e a l i s e .  T h a t  r e s o l u t i o n ,  g i v e  o r  t a k e  t h e  s m a l l  p r i n t ,  
s e e m s  b o u n d ,  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  r e v o l v e  a r o u n d  t w o  p o i n t s ,  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  f u n d  ( £ 5  m i l l i o n ,  e x  g r a t i a  a n d  
w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  ? )  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  
n e v e r  w o r k  a g a i n  f o r  M r  M u r d o c h ,  a n d  a  c o m m i t ­
m e n t  t h a t  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  w i l l  r e h i r e  f r o m  a m o n g  
t h o s e  d i s m i s s e d  a s  W a p p i n g  e x p a n d s  a n d  a s  t h e  
c o m p a n y ’ s  o l d  p l a n t  c a p a c i t y  r e o p e n e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
e x c e s s  c a p a c i t y .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  w h a t  l o o k e d  a  m o n t h  a g o  
t o  b e  a n  e v e r  w i d e n i n g  c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  i s  n o w  a  
n a r r o w e r ,  m o r e  c o n t a i n e d  m a t t e r .  W a p p i n g  i s  a  o n e -  
o f f  c r i s i s .  I t  b e g i n s  t o  c r y  o u t  f o r  a  o n e - o f f  r e s o l u t i o n .
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A  revotoîloiaairy place £or
THE REAL question, surely, that will rem ain when the hectoring and the protests have died down, is not to do w ith  p n n l in g  te c h n iq u e s ,  starring levels, o r  corporate  profits, (lindam ental though such structu ral factors are. The real question is this; d o e s  i t  m ea n  fo r
ssum e that the rq v p tu tio n  h a s  i n d a e d  a r r i v e d  That R u p e r t  M u rd o c h 's  a c t  o f  fo rc e  m ajeur against even those employees he does want will establish his four new spapers in  re la tiv e ly  h j- te ah . oefi- nite ly  lowKiost, operation  at Wapping. It seem s a /ale-bet. like it o r  not, and a fte r last Friday 's outpourings in the %u% against the  p rin te rs  it 'h is  left behind, th ere  is cer­tainly one title  th a t could never re tu rn  to F le e t S treet even if it wanted to.Assume also that the  Mur­doch move and the Shah arrival encourage o r oblige others to follow. Assume, in fact, that a y ear hence the British national new spaper industryjy ill be leaner, more conypetitivE rKft)re profitable, and qtitOf possibly bigger. Whet— wquld that m ean for fcu m a lijhi?question does not refer to journalists. F or jo u rn a ­lists, as for the o ther identifi­ab le  in terested  parties, the p u b l is h e rs ,  s h a re h o ld e r s ,  p rin t workers, support staff, th ere  is as ever some good news and some bad news. The bad news even for those jo u rn a l is t s  on th e  T im es, S u n d a y  T im e s , S u n , and  News ()f The World who are  keen to use th e ir  skills on the tools the new com m unica­tions world offers, is the man- in which tljey have been 1 from the % g(T 'A t Mils iffe n t any  M u rd o ch  em ployees who read  Good Times, Bad Tim es and fell H arold Evans’s p o rtra it of p ro p r ie to r ia l  ru th le s s n e s s  was "over the to p ' must rea l­ise ju st how well Mr Murdoch understands the place of his journalists.
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But at leas t he took them with him, if  they would go. In o ther parts  nf ({if rey p l '" '"? -  afy jre j^a , though the num- b e rt involved are  not so mas­sive as the p rin t unions face nor the ru p tu re  as dram atic as in the  W apping alTair, jo u rna lists’ jobs are  going by th e  h u n d r e d .  R o b e r t  Maxwell's drive at the M irror group — "th e  Britieh-way." he says, concilia to ry, compared w ith  M urd o T E 's  n o u v e a u -  A m e ric a n  h r i i l i s h n p s s  _  
started  with sending w riters hom e, c ra m m in g  th e  r e s t  to g e th e r ,  th e n  s h e d d in g  doiens in the  final crunch. Now David Stevens, the new broom at the  Express group (another th re e  titles) has pro­duced his strategy for the new world — and ano ther KiO journ a lis ts’ jobs a re  marked for oblivion. The new team  at th e  T e le g r a p h  a re  on a sim ilar course.B u t th e  s ta t e  o f  th e  jou rnalists ' job-m arket is not qu ite  the  sam e thing as the slate of journalism . Besides, it has to be recognised that p u b lis h e rs  h ave  p ro b lem s too. The M urdoch M axwell b u l ld o z e r ,  p lo u g h in g  in to  trade unions already aware of th e ir  new vulnerability .
may have speeded  one p a rt of the process, but there  are o ther uncerta in ties.R obert Maxwell is happy to poin t out c louds on some of his rivals' h o rizons. The lack of co lour prin ting  facilities at M urdoch's W apping p lan t is o n e : th e  M ir ro r  g ro u p  is scheduled  to go into colour next year. And though Eddy Shah’s Today — scheduled  to hit the s tree ts  ju st four weeks firom tom orrow — will have colour from th e  outset. Max­well scoffs at the  newcom er's level of investm en t Six at £1.5 m illion each, against his 20 at £3.5 m illions.The m ain cu rren t certa in ly  for Maxwell, however, is that 
the |Iifi£at Sunfl.iv M aror andav P e o ple, have all losing reanSfs at thebeen gallop, and th a t the new £2.8 m illio n s  p ro m o tio n a l cam ­paign and m arketing exercise  has to get the trend  reversed before e ith e r  the cost-slash­in g  o r  th e  te c h n o lo g ic a l  advance can  be put to real
The o th er m ajor publishing houses face Hie im m ediate fu ture  in not d iss im ila r con­ditions of risk. The Express papers have also continued to slip, ju st as Today looms.
Murdoch's way . . . Pickets (left) and Rupert Murdoch (aoove) kept opart by barbed
P e t e r  F i d d i c k  o n  
t h e  l e s s o n s  t o  
b e  l e a r n e d  
f r o m  W a p p i n g
And if the next year does show that terhpolngu. as dis­t in c t  from  la b o u r  sav ings, will have a role in providing what the new read e r wants, the E xpress has fewer plans for going that route. On the o ther hand there  are those who, like the Telegraph pair, a re  due lo make a technologi­cal leap at g reat cost with no m ore certa in ty  of how th eir ed itoria l approach will fare with read e rs  offered a new range o f  choices.
And a ll any of them can do is suck it and see.Quite what that range of choices will be is the crux of the  m atter, for publishers. J o r  journalisle, and, beyond / t h a t ,  for new spaper journal- /  ism and its role in British L life. We know about Shah 's T * n d ay , a n d  a b o u t  th e  sm aller-circu lation but more upm arket plan of A ndreas W h it la m -S m ith ’s e x -T e le -  graph team , about the left-of- c e n tr e  N ew s On S u n d a y  group linked by Clive T horn­ton. But they also know that with lower entry-costs there could as certa in ly  be others, and that the  existing big guns can now think of coun ter­attacking by launching new s m a lle r  t i t le s  th em se lv es .
just as regional owners have added free new spapers to th eir paid-for strings.
T here a re  m any scenarios. The most b ru ta l la a  cover advertising p rice  w ar that would reduce the  num ber of titles inside a year. But one outcome could be an increase in  n a t io n a l ly - d i s t r i b u te d  titles, with a w id er sp read  of prices than  th e  close lS-25p range now prevailing, and more variety  in th e  sizes of th eir read e rsh ip s  too. This may very well increase  the to ta l  s a le s .  I t  m ay ev e n  in c lu d e  so m e  e le m e n t  o f  r e tu r n  to  th e  "seco n d  newspaper, ” although a mass shift seem s unlikely when people have m ore calls  on their leisu re  tim e.But will it increase  the range of ideas, viewpoints, even inform ation availab le? Any move in th a t direction  h as  to  b e  in  th e  p u b l ic  interest, given the ftirther narrow ing o f F lee t S tree t’s mind even the  1980s have brought The positive side  of the post-revolution era  has been to the fore th is past week from M urdoch's Neil Maxwell "We a re  now a free new spaper." But th e  pruden t observer might note Shah 's
so litary  foreign sp e c ia lis t  and  the E xpress group’s ch opp ing  l i s t  and w onder w hich  way goes th e  tren d . T h e  d em on­stra ted  sh ift o f pow er has been  to co rp o ra te  m anagers, not to ed itors.But assum e th e  best; th a t  th e  S u n d a y  T im e s ,  s a y , achieves a sp ir i tu a l  as  w ell as a physical re le a se , th a t Brian M acA rthur a t Today does indeed  d e liv e r  an  in d e­p enden t voice, th a t  M axwell sticks to  th e  p ro m ise  to  re ­estab lish  the  M irro r as a cam ­paigner, not last M onday's f ro n t-p a g e  e x p lo i t i n g  th e  S u n 's  t e m p o r a r y  a b s e n c e  w ith  S e x y  S e c r e t s  o f  D r Jones. What, even  so, w ill be the p lace of th is  b rav e  new p r e s s  in  t h e  b r a v e  n e w  world?For one can fo resee  an im pact on the ro le  o f th e  big n a t io n a l  n e w s p a p e w  n o t directly  re la te d  to th e ir  sa les. T h e  m o d e l  m ig h t  b e  th e  elTect a lot o f  us n o ted  in o ur p ercep tion  o f  te lev is io n  pro- gramsnes w hen C hannel 4 was launched: sudden ly , t>ecause o f the  new level of choice, no s in g le  sh o w  c o u ld  h o ld  centre-stage.W e’ve s e e n  th e  s a m e ,  increasingly, in th e  m agazine
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Ju s t  as regional owners have added free newspapers to .their paid-for strings. ': " V 
r  There are many scenarios. « vThe most brutal is a cover . ; advertising price war tha t would reduce the num ber of • titles inside a year. But one outcome could be an increase ' in  n a t io n a l ly -d is tr ib u te d  titles, with a w ider spread of ‘prices than the close 18-25p range now prevailing, and more variety in the sizes of their readerships too. This may very well increase the to ta l sa le s . I t may ev en  in c lu d e  som e e le m e n t o f re tu rn  to th e  " s e c o n d  newspaper,” although a mass shill seems unlikely when people have more calls on their leisure time.But will it increase the range of ideas, viewpoints, even information available? Any move in tha t direction has to be in  th e  p u b lic  interest, given the further narrowing of F leet S treet’s mind even the 1980s have brought The positive side of the post-revolution era  has ■ been to the fore this past week from Murdoch’s Neil Maxwell “We are now a free newspaper." But the p rudent observer might note Shah’s
solitary foreign specialist and the Express group’s’chopping list, and wonder which way goes the trend. The. demon-' strated shift of power , has been to corporate managers, not to editors.; r -  • "y  «" But assume the best; that th e  S u n d ay  T im es, say , achieves a spiritual as well as a physical release, that Brian MacArthur at Today does indeed deliver an inde­pendent voice, that Maxwell sticks to the promise to re ­establish the M irror as a cam­paigner, not last Monday’s f ro n t-p a g e  e x p lo i t in g  th e  S u n ’s te m p o ra ry  a b s e n c e  w ith  Sexy S e c re ts  o f  D r Tones. What, even so, will be !he place of this brave new p re s s  in  th e  b ra v e  new  worid?" F o r  one can foresee an impact on the role of the big n a tio n a l n e w sp a p e m  no t directly related  to the ir sales. T he m o d e l m igh t be th e  effect a lot of us noted in our perception of television pro­grammes when Channel 4 was launched: suddenly, because of the new level of choice, no s in g le  show  c o u ld  h o ld  centre-stage.W e’ve se e n  th e  sam e, increasingly, in the magazine
world. The mass-selling titles are eroded, even to the point of extinction, many more a re  born, but even the hottest newcomers do not expect to make the running for ever — and publishers increasingly opt for closing the sleepers and starting again (an option a v a i la b le  to n e w s p a p e r  owners who have separated  out their printing function).And th e  lo n g -e s ta b lis h e d  p o litic a l w eek lie s , su re ly , nave not merely faced prob-; lems with sales and costs .... since the 1950s: they have felt .." a diffusion of influence. The' " f intellectual show moves on, ' ' - ., like the hottest floating crap-,. game in town. -• v v % I &Ç •_.. ; / 1 do not find th a t n eces-,rT - sarily unhealthy. The i n d i - ( / ;,vidual power of newspapers; •' has;* long been a th e  -.- ,power of proprietors a rlsk,'-*fT > and the sight of F lee t Street/*^ « t ' . .. .huntin&^as a  pack, s o m e t h i n g ■
B ut in a s o c ie ty ' w ilh  iv /.:/ 
in c re a s in g ly  " s tro n g  / .  centralising forces in govern- • ment, industry, and centres /  of financial power, there  is something to be said for an a n t f o  f f f  i n
the r d u r t h  Estate. ..I f  th a t focus ceased , w hat w ou ld .
The Americans, the,, .best /• available example, have th e , ,* , . ' Constitution, and becau se ,o f 1. the US’s sheer size they have the commanding reach  of the  network news, the syndicated . columnist, and a handful of ,• b ig -c ity  n e w sp a p e rs  w ith  clou t It is not perfect, bu t it is a nucleus. H ere, w here television, ■ too, is fast-frag­menting and en te rta inm en t' led, where the biggest news­paper group is contributing to American-CashsflûiK, and here the law grows eve r  more restrictive, w h^Tis re for journalism?
W apping : 
the po in t o f ® 
no re tu rn
W h e n  W a p p i n g  h a p p e n e d ,  e i g h t e e n  
w e e k s  a g o ,  i t  s e e m e d  a  d i s p u t e  f u l l  o f  
u n p r e d i c t a b l e  r e s o n a n c e s .  N o t  j u s t  t h e  l o n g -  
h e r a l d e d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  B r i t ­
a i n ’ s  n a t i o n a l  p r e s s ,  a  d e c a d e  b e h i n d  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  ;  b u t  a l s o  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  
m i g h t  b r e a k  t h e  T U C  a n d  w r e c k  t h e  L a ­
b o u r  P a r t y ’ s  f r a g i l e  r e c o v e r y .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  
n o n e  o f  t h o s e  w i d e r  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  q u i t e  
c a m e  t o  p a s s .  M r  E r i c  H a m m o n d  o f  t h e  
E l e c t r i c i a n s  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  C o n g r e s s  s e t t l e d  
f o r  f u d g y  p e a c e .  T h e  b a r b e d  w i r e  i m a g e s  o f  
W a p p i n g  —  a l o n g  w i t h  a b r a s i v e  t a l k  f r o m  
M r  R u p e r t  M u r d o c h  a n d  s o m e  n o t a b l y  
e f f e c t i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  f r o m  M i s s  B r e n d a  
D e a n  —  c o n t r i v e d  t o  w i n  s y m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  
p r i n t  u n i o n s ’  c a s e ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  l e t  M r  
K i n n o c k  o f f  a  h o o k  h e  d r e a d e d .  A n d  n o w ,  
p e r h a p s ,  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  W a p p f f i g  i t ­
s e l f  m a y  b e  s e t t l e d — n o t  w i t h  c l e a r  v i c t o r y ,  
a n d  i t s  t r u m p e t i n g s ,  b u t  w i t h  a  b a r r e l  o f  
c a s h  a n d  a n o t h e r  b o w l  o f  f u d g e .
M r  M u r d o c h  h a s  m a d e  a  “  f i n a l  ’ ’  o f f e r  
w h i c h  m o r e  t h a n  t r e b l e s  h i s  p r e v i o u s  f i n a l  
o f f e r .  M r  N o r m a n  W i l l i s  o f  t h e  T U C  t h i n k s  
t h i s  i s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r o a d .  M i s s  D e a n  o f  
S o g a t  a n d  M r  D u b b i n s  o f  t h e  N G A  a r e  n o t  
r e c o m m e n d i n g  a c c e p t a n c e  —  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  
r e c k o n  t h e r e  w o n ’ t  b e  a n o t h e r  p a c k a g e  o f  
p a y - o f f s  a n d  p r o m i s e s  i f  t h i s  i s  t u r n e d  
d o w n  :  s o  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s ,  b a l l o t i n g  i n  
t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s ,  h a v e  a  
c l e a r  d e c i s i o n  t o  t a k e .  I f  t h e y  a c c e p t ,  
W a p p i n g  — a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  —  w i l l  
b e c o m e  a  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  a n o m ­
a l y ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  u n i o n s  d o n ’ t  l i k e  b u t  
h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  d o  n o t h i n g  a b o u t .  A l m o s t  
s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  d a y s  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  
w h e n  M r  M u r d o c h  p r i n t e d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e d  
h i s  p a p e r s  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  s u c c e s s ,  t h a t  h a s  
l o o k e d  t h e  l i k e l i e s t  s o l u t i o n .  I t  i s  n o w  t h e  
b e s t  s o l u t i o n  f o r  a l l  c o n c e r n e d .
T h e r e  c o n t i n u e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  b e  m u c h  
a n g e r ,  b i t t e r n e s s  a n d  f i g h t i n g  t a l k .  M i s s  
D e a n  a n d ,  t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  M r  D u b b i n s ,  
a r e  i n  t h e  f i r i n g  l i n e  f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  
o w n  L o n d o n  a c t i v i s t s .  N o - o n e  s h o u l d  b a n k  
o n  b a l l o t e d  s e t t l e m e n t .  E q u a l l y ,  t h o u g h ,  n o -  
o n e  s h o u l d  p r e t e n d  t h a t  t h e  u n i o n s  h a v e  
b r o u g h t ,  o r  c a n  b r i n g .  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t o  i t s  k n e e s .  M r  M u r d o c h ’ s  y e a r  o f  c o v e r t
p l a n n i n g  d i d  m u c h  t o  m a k e  t h a t  i m p o s s i b l e .  t
A n y  p r o s p e c t  o f  r e a l  p r e s s u r e  w e n t  o u t  o f  t
t h e  w i n d o w  t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  S o g a t  m e m -  r
b e r s  f a r  a w a y  f r o m  L o n d o n  d e c l i n e d  t o  r
d i s r u p t  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a n d  S o g a t  a n d  N G A  \
m e m b e r s  w e n t  o n  p r i n t i n g  M r  M u r d o c h ’ s  r
s u p p l e m e n t s ,  c o l o u r e d  a n d  o t h e r w i s e .  T h e r e  c
i s ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  m u c h  a n t a g o n i s m  t o w a r d s  1
u n i o n s — l i k e  t h e  T G W U  t h e  N U R  a n d  t h e  i
N U J  — w h o  f a i l e d  t o  d e l i v e r  e f f e c t i v e  h e l p .
B u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  S o g a t  a n d  N G A  m e m b e r s  
t h e m s e l v e s  w q s  s u r e l y  m o r e  c r u c i a l .
I f  M r  M u r d o c h  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  s t o p p e d ,  h e  
h a d  t o  b e  p r o d d e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  n e g o t i a t i n g  |
t a b l e .  T h i s  —  f o r  a l l  t h e  i r e  b r e a k i n g  o v e r  
t h e i r  h e a d s  —  M i s s  D e a n  a n d  M r  D u b b i n s  
h a v e  c o n t r i v e d  p r e t t y  s k i l f u l l y .  T h e y  h a v e  
c o n t i n u e d  n o t  t o  l o s e  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  b a t t l e  
( d e s p i t e  s o m e  b l o o d y  s c e n e s  o u t s i d e  
W a p p i n g ) .  T h e y  h a v e  m u t e d  G o v e r n m e n t  
b a c k i n g  f o r  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  T h e y  h a v e  
c r e a t e d  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  m o r e  p i c k e t - l i n e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  a n d  m o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  b o t h e r  
t h a n  o n c e  s e e m e d  l i k e l y .  M r  M u r d o c h  
d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  ( t h a t  i s  h i s  
s t r e n g t h )  b u t ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t ,  h e  s a w  s o m e  
r e a s o n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a n d  t o  b l o w  p e r h a p s  
h a l f  a  y e a r ’ s  p r o f i t s  o n  s e c u r i n g  a  g r u d g i n g  
t r u c e .  S o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  S u n d a y ’ s  p a c k a g e  
s t i l l  s e e m  a  l i t t l e  o d d .  T h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  
r e d u n d a n c y  m o n e y  a l m o s t  s i g n a l s  t h a t  n o ­
b o d y  e x p e c t e d  t h e  o f f e r  o f  a  f r e e  p r i n t i n g  
p l a n t  i n  G r a y s  I n n  R o a d  t o  b e  t a k e n  u p .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  d o e s  i n d e e d  h a v e  t h e  s m a c k  
o f  f i n a l i t y  t o  i t .  I f  o n e  u n i o n  t u r n s  i t  d o w n ,  
p e r h a p s  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s  m a y  t h e n  t a k e  
i t  u p  a n d ,  b y  a t t r i t i o n ,  s e e  t h e  p r o b l e m  
m o r e  m e s s i l y  e n d e d .  A t  a n y  e v e n t ,  i t  i s  n o t  
o b v i o u s  e i t h e r  t o  o b s e r v e r s  o r  u n i o n  l e a d ­
e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  w h a t  S o g a t  a n d  t h e  N G A  
c a n  d o  n e x t  e x c e p t  d r a w  s t u m p s .
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  w i d e r  l e s s o n s  t o  b e
d r a w n  w h e n  —  a n d  i f  —  t h a t  d e e d  i s  d o n e .
I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  i t  i s  e n o u g h  t o  b e g i n  t o  
t r y  t o  s e t  W a p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  w i d e r  c o n t e x t  
o f  B r i t i s h  s o c i e t y .  M r  J o e  W a d e  —  T o n y  
D u b b i n s ’  p r e d e c e s s o r  a t  t h e  N G A  —  w a r n e d  
a s  h e  d e p a r t e d  i n t o  r e t i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  
c h a n g e  s o  l o n g  b a n k e d  b e h i n d  t h e  d a m  o f  
r e s i s t a n c e  w o u l d  o n e  d a y  f l o o d  l o o s e .  O v e r  
a  d e c a d e  a g o ,  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s  a n d  t h e
p r o p r i e t o r s  p r o d u c e d  a  P r o g r a m m e  f o r  Ac­
t i o n ,  a n d  s a w  i t  v o t e d  d o w n  o n  t h e  s h o p  \
f l o o r .  S o  t h e r e  w e r e  l o s t  c h a n c e s  —  a n d  i
u n h e e d e d  s p e e c h e s  —  i n  p l e n t y  a m i d  t h e  I
g a t h e r i n g  i m p e r a t i v e s  f o r  c h a n g e .  A n d  y e t ,  I
w h e n  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  c a m e  o v e r n i g h t ,  p u b -  t
l i e  o p i n i o n  s w i f t l y  t o o k  a  r a t h e r  b r o a d e r  c
v i e w ,  s e t t i n g  d o w n  N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ’ s  t
m e t h o d s  a n d  m a n o e u v r e s  o n  a  c a r e f u l  b a l -  t
a n c e  s h e e t .  Y e s t e r d a y ’ s  o f f e r  r e f l e c t s  q u i t e  1
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Test case for 
labour laws p/^.
N irV S ’ S  I N T K R N 'A T I O N A L ’S  ptni( f a i r ?  C e r f i i r U y ,  I b e  c o m -  d i i p u t e  w i t h  i h c  p n n t i n i i  un io n s pany has r v p l o i l p d  t h e  o p p o r -  h w  m  t h e  s p a r e  of a  f e w  w e e k s  ( u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  l a w .  w ® s - e n  a r o u n d  i t s e l f  a  t a n g l e d  S a c k i n g  a  s t r i k i n g  w o r k f o r c e ,  w e b  o f  l a w ,  w i t h  t h e  c o m p a n y  o r  d i s c r e t e  g r o u p  o f  s t r i k e r * ,  i s  • n d  i t s  u n i o n s  s p i n n i n g  r o u n d  r e l a t i v e l y  n o r m a l  B r i t i s h  p r i c -  e a c h  o t h e r  I n  t h e  H i g h  t l c u r t  a t  t i r e — a n d  s o  i s  t a k i n g  t h e m  o a  t h e  e n d  o f  l a s t  w e e k — r e a r n i n g  a g a , n  w h e n  t h e  s t r i k e  i s  o v e r ,  p r o p o r t i o n s  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  H u t  .M r H u p c r t  M u r d o c h  a n d  I s d l C T O u s  w e r e  t h e  i s s u e s  n o t  \ o  I n s  i d v i s e r s ,  s e c u r e  i n  t h e  t o r i o u s .  C r i m i n a l  l a w  w i l l  n o w  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e i r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  h e  b r o u g h t  i n  a s  t h e  v i o l e n c e  t r a o i t i e n a l  F l e e t  S t r e e t  s v o r k -  g t w w s  o u C b d e  t h e  c o m n a n y ' s  m g — a i i e .  p r i n t i n g  e s j u l p m e a l ,  n e w  p r i n t i n g  o l a n t  a t  W e p p i n *  w o r k f o r c e ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m  b u t ? )  m a n y  o f  t h e  w e e k e n d  — •t a v e  i t e l d  t h e  l a w  t o  I t s  p i c k e t s  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  g i v e n  " h e  l e t t e r ,  a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  p r e -mm I m M  asA Lm *--- - . _a  —   ---- . i____ «•imiw >Muas^re» ---- - - ___t ar e l a t i v t h r  h s a t t e d  n a m o e m  t h e i r  c a u s e  i s  l i k e l y  l a  a t t r a c t  n o t h i n g  m u c h  i s  l i k e l y  'ja .s e  w o n  o n  t h e  s t r e e a  y t  L o D d o n .
I f  t h e  u n i c o s  a n  w i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  a t  a i l — a n d  m  v i r r * d a . l y  a i l  r e c k o n i n g s  o t h e r  ' h a n  h e  m k i a ' s  m o s t  o v e r t  p u b l i c  ' . t a n c e  i t  i s  h a r d  t o  s e e  h o w  t h e y  c a n  w i n  i t — t h e n  W a p p i n g  *  b a r b e d - w i r e
. o u s  p n a t e r s  r e s n a i n  s a c k e d .  T b d u g a  A t M u r d o c h  i s  e n t i r e l y  ' e i t h i a  h i s  B r i t i s h  r i g h t s ,  t o  d o  ;*5t  •‘®  ' e e n w  t o  m a n y  s o m e h o w  u n - d n i . ' . a n .  u n f a i r .
' d a n y  i f  'm e  c o m p a n y ' s  n o w  l a c i t e a  « . n p i o y e e s  h a v e  g i v e n  ■ l i n g  s e r v i c e  : o  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  o o r e  t h a n  h a l f  M r  d u r h o c a  s  w o r l d w i d e  p r o f i t s ,  i h o  l e e i i n g  o f  u n e a s e  a t  h i #fortiflcadon# wiU m esa (Tat % e  actions *  n e a s u r o d  b y  th e  fact 
totUegrownd will he nMewnere. that no  t h e  Prim e M inister’s 
'•J******' (he union* .irp»rer.l annoyance) a  Cocser.c a n  b r i n g  p r e s s u r e  t n  b e a r ,  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  s u  a -  s t d l a r y  a n d  s e c a o c a r y  m i n t s .  T h a t  m e a n s  n v i i  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t
a r e .'.ikelyt h e  u n i o n s  d a r y  a c t i o n  i n c r e a s e .B a t  l i m i t e d  a s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  u n i o n s '  a c t i o n s  m  p r o s c r i t -  I n g  t h e  d i s p u t e  m i g h t  b e .  : h e y  a n d  t h e  W h o l e  p r o g r e s s  o r
v s H v e  s i n i s t e r ,  M r  K e n n e t h  . . . S i - k c ,  ( h e  P a y m a s t e r t l e n e m l .  i s l  ' v e e k  m s e d  “  t o m e  U n g c r -  : i g  s y m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  t h o u s a n d sl l e g a i  b - e c o n -  o f  m e n  n e w  o u t  o f  w o r k  ■* —
l i v e n  i t  U  w a s  T h e i r  o w n  a c t i o n s•*!tjch :ed ;aem  to i t
Promisins’ route 
'A''«ether k»me aocommo-
s r e  r a i s i n g ,  y e t  again. ' j u « - . i ; i o n s  r e a c h e d  w i t h  t h ea b o u t  I h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  . a w  f n  p r i n t e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e; _ j - - - - - . . .   . a d v i s o r y  L o m c i i i a t i o n  and A r b i -
trs tio e  a e r v i c c .  rematiw t o  h ei n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  T h e  i l o v  e r n m e n t  s  r e f o r m s  l a  t i n s  a r e a  s i n c e  i t  c a m e  t o  p o w e r  h a v e  b e e n  b o t h  r e a s o n s  a i e  a n d  sensible, a n  a t t e m p t  backed b y  a  w i d e  measure u f  public n i p -  p e r t  to shift away lirom ( h e  untene the balance o f  i n d u s t r i a l  pewer which the e t n k e a  o f  t h e  I tn -T t ** whMer o f  d i s c e a a t e n t  "* ee starktp ts u ineira tea  ?isd diked tee far i s  i h c i r  diroeiloa.
•«een. B u t  « i v e a  Fleet Street's juiiary the iransttioq te modem ( e c a a o i o g y  and modem labour iracoces was always Ukaiy te 
nyoiya a  '■Vappiafaityie coo- trooutlon.
CertaiBiy the national eewa- ■japer industry wtU not be the saoM again. But the impti. s*o«b» aeuid go wider. U galty----   At Uw «grwgwmt# — W!es pMhetMtg and os heilots is dncdach's erlginaj deanasda iby pntaUc attitudes; Wapping, rejected hy the iie a s  taapartaat (inmna — are now startiae to—wi..» he foot, sod where the ^  >ecn by some elesMShi osCesefsieNara aiaee aeve aeoa left as something • tirhMiest of Mss With the imercsta audht to be embraced seserelly '— —asmraerv by unions.
an- rW e e m e a ts  o f th is  >' s o f tryTS the as yet — v- ^ ua a ' a q,.— ,—  Mrtng ef «wtawies for ausmesptaoe esW de the UfC .^ s e d a m a h a  (he oelMicel fund may Mcmeetsgly h s  rra» riM  they here not nees by uaiecu and •auflnm, s r  g
•riiwnclhl Time* Tbur*fi*y rebnury 13 1986
il2.
Wapping ‘may lead - 
to tighter union law’
•V |OHN HUNT
T H E  C o r e r a s n e s t  I s  p r e p a r e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  l l t o * e r  i n d u w r l s l  r e l a t i o n s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i f  I t  w  m a d e  n e c e a s a r v  t i y  t h e  d i s p u t e  b e ­t w e e n  M r  R u p e r t  M u r d o c h  a n d  t h e  i i r i n t  u n i o n s  « I  ' h ' s p p i n g .M r  K e n n e t h  C l a r k e ,  t h e  C o m -  n a n t i s  m i n i s t e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  ( o r  e m p l o y  t r i e n t ,  i n d i c a t e d  « e s t e r
* * * ] i o w e v c r .  h e  w a s  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  w a y  M r  M u r d o c h  h a d  h a o d l e d  t h e  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  h i s  f o u r  p a p e r s  a n d  S o g a t  '8 2  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G r a p h i c a l  A s s o c t a t i o n .• ' I  d o  t h i n k  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p u b ­l i c  r e l a  I i o n s  r e q u i r e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  a t t e n t i o n .  '  s a i d  M r  C l a r k e .  " H e  i s  n o t  a n  i n . ' t a n t l v  p o p u l a r  8 c u r e  'M r  C l a r k e  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  h a d  l e d  t o  s o m e  p u b l i c  s v m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  c a s e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  M s  B r e n d a  D e a n ,  g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  S o g a t .H i s  r e m a r k s  c a m e  a s  a  s u r ­p r i s e .  a s  t h e y  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  M r s  T h a t c h e r ' s  p r a i s e  f o r  t h e  w a y  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  p r o p r i e t o r  h a d  h a n d l e d  t h e  d i s p u t e .M r  C l a r k e ,  t h e  P a y m a s t e r  G e n e r a l ,  s p e a k i n g  t o  a  p a r l i a -  m e n t a r y  p r e s s  g a l l e r y  l u n c h ,  w a s  a l s o  h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s .  H e  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  “ a  l o s i n g  b a t t l e  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  n o t o n o u s  . r a c k e t s  w h i c h  h a v e  k e p t  h u g e  p a y .  o l d  technology, r e s t r i c t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  s o d  o t r o r - m a n n i n g  i n  F l e e t  
Street f o r  too l o n g . "H e  l i k e n e d  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  ^  h a v i o u r  t o  " C u s t e r  a  l a s t  s t a n d .T h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  h e  e m p h a -  s M e d .  w o u l d  h e  w a t c h i n g  t h e  1 W a p p i n g  d i s p u t e  w i t h  c a r e  t o  I M O  w h e t h e r  I n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i l a w  n e e d e d  f u r t h e r  "  p e r f e c t -I ins**“ W e  w i l l  w a t c h  t o  t e e  w h e t h e r  t h e  m e m b e r s '  m o n e y  I s  t h r o w n  a w a y  i n  l e g a l  a n d  i l l e g a l  m a n o e u v r i n g  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  c a v a l i e r  a b a n d o n  a s  i t  w a s  i n
Mr K e o n e t h  C l a r k e :  M u r d o c h ' s  P R  r e o a l r e a  , a t l e n t l e n
t h e  m i n e r s '  s t r i k e . "  h o  s a i d .  'H e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  o t h w  u n i o n s  h a d  u s e d  t h e i r  f u n d s  s u p p o r t  t h e  m i n e r s  w i t h o u t  W  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e i r  m e m b c l * .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  G o v e r n m e ^  w o u l d  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h o  b e ­h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  f n n f o  
"  W e  w i l l  w a t c h  t o  a w  w h e t h e r  u n f a i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  i s  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  m e m b o s s  w h o  c h o o s e  t o  w o r k  a n d  k e e p  t h e i r  j o b s . "  h e  w e n t  o n .• ’W e  w i l l  s e e  w h e t h e r  a c t i o n  I s  t a k e n  t o  t r y  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  c l o s e d  s h o p  00  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  
n e w  p l a n t s . "  "H e  t h o u g h t  M s  D e a n  w a s  t h e  m o s t  p e r s u a s i v e  a d v o c a t e  o f  t h e  l e f t  t h a t  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n  m o v e ­m e n t  h a d  f o u n d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  B u t .  a #  w i t h  t h e  N U M .  i t  W  n o t  t h #  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  MVv b u t  t h e  p i g - h e a d e d n e s s  o f  t h e  l e f t  w h i c h  h a d  l e d  t h e  u n i o n s  a n  
d i s a s t e r .
n v /
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THE prtnt union Softt "R wot 
jreotorday flood KS.OOO, and an 
onfor mad# for aoqorotntion 
*f I (a UTm aaoota. for ita "  p e r -  
siatont * drflonco of a High 
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W a r n i n g  t h e  u m o a  t h a t  I f  i t  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  c o n t e m p t  i t  c n u l d  e x p o r t  t o  f o r e  f a r t h e r ,  m o r e  a u N i a n t i a l ,  f l n a a ,  M r  J p a l l c c  M i c h a e l  D a n a o  a a l d  t h a t  t h e  r j 5 0 0 0  m u i t  b e  p a i d  w i t h i n  1 4  d a y s .
—  H o d  t h o  t a n f o n  o x p r o o a e d  a n y  -  r e g r e t  to r  i t a  d h w b e d i o n c r  o f  t h *  c o t i r t  o r  g i v e n  o n y  h i n t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c h a n g e  i t s  a l t i ­t u d e .  t h e  c o u r t  c o u l d  h o v e  t a k e n  a  l e a #  d r o c o o i a a  I  m e .  t h e  j u d g e  s a i d .  «
A s  f t  w a a .  t f i e  r s o e  f n r  o o o u e a t r a t i o n  w a s  a n a r r a w e r a t W e  a n d  a  f i n e  w a s  n e c c o u r j  i*> d e m o n s t r a t e  t h o  c o u r t ' s  d > »- a p p r o v o l  o f  t h e  u a r a n  t  b e h a v i o u r .
T h e  J u d g e  g i v e  N e w *  C r o u p  . N e w s p a p e r s .  T i m e s  . N e w s p a p e r s  a n d  N e w s  l n i e m a i ; o n a l  i l i i s -  t n b u t o r s )  l e a v e  t o  i v - u r  a  w r i t  o f  s é q u e s t r a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e b
T h e  s e q u e s t r a t o r s  a r e  t o  h e  f o u r  p a r t n e r s  i n  C i t y  c h a r t e r e d  a c c o u n t a n t s  E r n s t  a n d  W  h i n n e y .
S o g a t  " 9 2  w a s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  y e s t e r d a y ' s  h e a r i n g ,  h u t  M s  B r e n d a  D e a n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y ,  h a d  w r i t t e n  a  l e t t e r
Hm anioB is com- 
mitlcd to protoctinc 
the jobs and livelihood 
of its members and 
their families, says 
Brenda Dean (right)
t o  t h *  h i d g e  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  
u n i o n ' s  a t t i t u d e .
S a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  u n i o n  h a d  
”  g r o a t  a n d  g e n u i n e  r e s p e c t  * 
f o r  t h e  c o u r t ,  a n d  m f # t * d # d  n a  
d i s r e s p e c t  b y  n o t  a t t o n d i n g  t h e  
h e a r i n g .  M s  D e a n  w r o t e  t h a t  
• S o g a t  " 8 2  w a s  o o g o g r d  i t :  a  t n i -  
t e r  t r a d e  d i s p u t e  —  "  t h e  m o s t  
s e r i o u s  c f i a l t e n g a  t o  t h *  u n i o n  
a n d  I t s  m e m  h e r s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  n e w s p a p e r  i n d u s t r y  m  i t *  l i » l o r y "
T l i o  u n i o n ,  w r o t e  M i  D e a n ,  
w a s  c o m m i t t e d  l o  p r o t e c t i n g  t h *  
j o b s  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d *  o f  i t s  m e m b e r *  a n d  i h e i r  f a m i l i e s .
M r  M i c h a e l  B u r t o n .  <}C. f o r  
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  t w e n  n o  
b a l l o t  o f  S o g a t  '8 3  m e m b e r *  
t h e  M u r d o c h  c o m p a n i e i .  
e m p l o y e d  b y  n e w s p a p e r  w h o i e -  
l a l e r s  b e f o r e  t h e v  w e r e  
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  " b l a c k ' '  T h e
T i m e s .  T b #  Sagday T t a i e a .  T h *  
S u m  a n d  l b *  V*wi o f  t h e  W o r l d  
i n  b r e a c h  a t  i f i e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  
c o n t r a c t *  a n d  w i I n t o r f e r e n c #  
w i t h  t h *  r o a a p a o i * * '  c o m m e r c i a l  ( . o n t r o c t *
T h *  j u d g e  a a l d  t h a t  t h *  u n i o n  w a *  c l e a r l y  i t  c o n t e m p t  o f  t h e  l a f o B c t i a a  m a d e  a g a i n s t  i t  o n  J a n u a r y  2 T  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h *  IIHtrUCtlOM
T h e r e  w a a  e v i d e n c e  o f  " b l a c k ­i n g  " b y  S o g a t  ' * 2  m e m b e r s  e m p l o y e d  b y  W  H  S m i t h .  J o h n  M e n r i e *  a n d  B l a c k b u r n * ,  i n  l . f v e r p o o l .  W a r r i n g t o n ,  S w a n s e a .  C o v e n t r y  a n d  e l s e w h e r e
l a  a  t e i e » ; * f o n  p r o g r a m m e  M s  D e a n  h a d  p u b l i c l y  m a d e  t h o  u n i o n  I  a t t i t u d e  p l a i n  S h e  h a d  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i t *  c o n d u c t  m i g f u  r e s u l t  i n  i t  b e i n g  h i t  h a r d
f ltu n c U lly  b y  th e  c o u rt b u t said  
th a t  ** o u r  m om bors com * b e fo re  | 
m opey  "  I
A s a ro aa lt  o f  th o  u n io n 's  jc o n d u c t  t h e  M u r d o c h  c o m p a n i e s  j c i a i m o d  t o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  s e r i o u s  i f l n a o e i a l  l o s s e s .  |
T h e  j u d g e  h a d  b * * n  t o l d  b y  M r  B u r t o n  t h a t  N e w *  C r o u p  N o w s p a p o r *  s t o o d  t o  l o s e  u p  t o  . 1 4 T O .O O O  a  d a y  o n  l o s t  c i r c u l a -  i t t o n  r e v e n u e  f o r  T h #  S u n  a n d  ' < 1 ( 0 . 0 0 0  a  d a y  o n  t h e  N e w *  o f  ( b o  W o r l d  T i m e #  N e w s p a p e r s '  f i g u r e s  f o r  T h e  T i m e s  a n d  S u n d a y  T i m e s  s v e r e  £ 7 1 . 0 0 0  a n d  £ 3 8 2 . 0 0 0  a  d a y .
T ho  m axim um  th e  com pan ies | 
co u ld  ooch c la im  lei dam age* ' 
a g a lo N  th e  um o n  w as £2*0.000 ;
Th* Jiadgt sold th a t th o  civi- i 
bsod  con d u ct of th e  c o u rt 's  
affaire could  mot be m ain ta in ed  
If l a  e rd e r t  w ere  not obeyed , 
and  tf. w hen  th e ro  w as d ip  i 
•b o d lo o co , no  p e o a lty  fo llow ed.
i t  w a s  i * * e o s s a r y  t o  i m p o o e  a  I f i n e  as well a* s é q u e s t r a t i o n  I b e c a u s e  o t h e r w i a *  t h e  o n l y  e v e n t u a l  p e n a l t y  w o u l d  he t h e  c o * l a  a n d  e x p e n s e *  o f  t h e  s é q u e s t r a t i o n  A t  t b w  s t a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f i n e  e e u l d  b e  "  a t  t h e  l o w e r  e n d  o f  t h #  s c a l e  "
T h e  ) u d g *  s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o t  t h e  f a i n t e s t  i d e a  w h a t  a s s e t s  S o g a t  '* 2  h a d .  s o  h e  w o u l d  m a k e  " a  s h o t  I n  t h e  d a r k  "  a n d  im poae t h e  com ­p a r a t i v e l y  m o d e s t  f l n e  o f  £ 2 5  b o o  f o r  I t s  c l e a r  a n d  p e r ­s i s t e n t  c o n t e m p t
No move to dodge 
seizure of funds
I n m a  Nt'.V P h i l i p  B aS S «< t i o o k s  distribution
» cn IIS em re ri^^W M Sed by o f  S o i i a t  ’8 2  BSSCtS
.i ifn rfoTNrXTlp’ . ^4  e  r v o r t . » f u r o r t l e m p :W i t h  s u c t i  p r e c e d e n t s  S o c s t  
' 'n  l e a d e r s  w e r e  n o t  s u r p r . v e d  t h a t  It s h o u l d  r  m e  t o  t h i s  W h a t  h a *  s u r p r i s e d  t h e m  i s  ' h a t  t h e  c o u r t  s h o u l d  h a v e  m o v e d  s o  q u i c k l y  t o  « e q u e s t r a -  t i o n — e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  u n i o n  c h o v e  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  h e a r i n g .
a n d  i n v e s t m e n t s
N e w s  a n d  S p o r t .  I n v e s t m e n t  I n c o m e  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  £ 5 3  6 7 7  n a t i o n a l l y .  £ 3 8 1 . 1 8 9  a t  b r a n c h
' r i ; e " j ; . m ”n ' V ' s ; n r e ‘ ; f " t h e ' ' ; ; ; ;  m a d *  u p  £ 4  4 3 m
t h a t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  m i n e r s '  u n i o n ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  t r i e d  t o  s a l t  a w a y  t h e  u n i o n ' s  m o n e y  i n  * n  e f f o r t  t o  f o x  t h e  s e q u e s ' r a ' o r s
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s p e n d i n g .  B * y ic  f i t * ,  i n c l u d i n g  £ 3 3 *  7 * 6  f o r  t h #  u n i o n ' s  t w q  c o n v a l e s c e n t  h o m e s  a t  .A v r  a n d  R o r i i n g d e a n .  a d d  a
I f  It  w i s h e d  a t  l e a s t  t o  s l o w  f b u i p t n e n t  -  ' ' " " k r l y j e f l ^  d o w n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  ’ d i v i s i o n .  CtA
s e q u e s t r a t o r s ,  w h o  c a n  n o w  h e
o f  t h eu n i o n ' s  i n o n i ' v  i s  h e l d  t h i s  w a y  
e x p e c t e d  t o  s t a r t  t a k i n g  s t e p .  "
m m m m mo f  l u s t  o v e r  £ I 7 m — o f  i t s  m o n e y  c i t h e r  i n  c a v i l  o r  a t  t h e  h a n k  I I  W m  n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d  a s  m u c h  a s  £ 4  7 m  a t  b r a m c h  l e v e l .
- - — z
i s  h e l d  h v  I t s  s m a l l  n u m t i e r  o f  l o c a l  b r a n c h e sQ f  I ts  9 4  b r a n c h e s  a t  t h e  a n  g  o f  1 9 8 5 — t h e  l a s tbegfhqmiv e a r  W
l o - i - i a l  f u n d s .  s e p a r a t e l y  o u #  t e d  u n d e r  n a t i o n a l  u n i o n
" t i e v e  l o c a l  f u n d s  t o t a l  j u s t  0  I r  £ 6 m .  w i t h  a  f u r t h e r  £ 3  A m  «  « u p v ' c a n n u a t t o n  f u n d s  h e l d
t a c t  b a n k s ,  b u i l d i n g  s o c i e t i e s ,  s t o c k b r o k e r s ,  i i s s u r a t s r e  c o t s s  p a n i e s  a n d  o t h e r s  l i k e l y  t o  h * l ( f  o r  k n o w  t h e  w h e c e a t x s u t s  o f  I f l e  u n i o n ' s  f u n d s  a n d  i n v e o t p i e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  u n i o n ' s  b a n k  a c c t n i n t v  w i l l  I s e  f r o w n  a n d  o n l y
a i i t h o n t v  t o  g i v e  i n s t r u c l i o n » ..  efundst h e  u n i o n ' s  i n c o m e ,  i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  a s s e t s  I t s  n a t i o n a l  r o r t n -  h - j t i o n  i n c o m e  i n  1 9 * 4  w a s  / ‘t . l f l m  a n d  t h a t  o f  i t s  b r a n c h e s  £ 3  I m .M o s t  o f  I t s  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  t o t a l
p r o p e r l y  S e q u e s t r a t i o n  a t x i o n a  a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  N t ; A  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T n i o n  o f  M i n e w o r k e r s  s a w  I ' s  
staff h u r r y i n g  t y p e w r i t e r s  a n d
l i n g  1 3  9 m  i n  a l t .  a r e  h e l d  a t  <»“ < o '  ' h 'b r a n c h  l e v e l  w h i l e  £ 2 . .3 m  i«  i n  u n i o n  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t r y  t o  k e e p  q u o t e d  s t o c k s  a n d  £ 4 4 2 . 9 2 6  i n  ' b e  f a b r i c  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  g o i n gu n n i i o t e d  e q u i t y  B y  c o n t r a s t ,  . n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  i n v e s t m c n l s  a r e
I t  m a y  c o m e  t o  t h a t  f o r  S o g a t  l o o .  h u t  t h e  o t h e r  l e s o o n  o f  t h e
t i n *  £ .1 9 ( 9 1 0  i n  q i M i l e d  R r i i i s h  N G A  * d i s p u t e  —  I t s  f i n a l  c o a tT r a n s p o r t  I p e r  c e n t  v i o c k  a n d  o f  a b o u t  £ 2 n i  t o  t h e  u n i o n  —£ l 2 t . S I 7  i n  u o q i i o i e d  > i 'w k .  l e t  a l o n e  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  f i n a n -i n c l i i d i n p  a  n u m t i e r  o f  l o c a l  c i a l  p a r a l y s i s  o f  t h e  N U M .  w i l lc i i - o p e r i t i v e  p r i n t i n ' : .O ld  h«  u p p e r m o s t  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o fr .w l m  v e n t u r e s  s u c h  .is  t h e  h a s t  u n i o n  e x e c u t i v e  m e m b e r s  a s  £  l i d  N e w s  a n d  N o t t i n g h a m  t h e y  m e e t  t o d a y
Ybuwoib u s i iy e s t e z d a j
Everyone knows has become more a  a battle, A struggle 1 for profits.
B u t  t n  '
F i n a o c i a l  T i m w  F r i d a y  F » b r u a r \  7  1AR4Ê
John Lloyd on how the EETPU •làtTts'^rgumcnt over Wapping
Electricians fail to sway T]UC right
U n i o n  o f  T r a c h c r » ,  M r  B i l l  M c C m l l  # f  t h e  p r o f M s i o n a l  c t v i t  s e r v a n t s — h e » « n  h a m m e r ­i n g  a w a y  a t  w h a t  t h e y  f e l t  w e r *  t h e  w e a k e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E E T P U  c a s e .
I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e y  r e t a r d  o n  t h e  r o l e s  o f  t w o  E E P T U  o f f i r i a l s .  M r  M i c k  S c a n l o n ,  t h #  S o u t h a m p t o n  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  M r  P a t  O  H a n l o n ,  a  G l a s g o w  n f f i i i a l .  T h e  p n n t  u n i o n s  h a d  s a i d  t h e y  h a d  c o n a p l r e d  w i t h  N e w s  I n l e e -
T H t Y  d i d  n o t  h i m .  M r  M r  F r e d  J a m *  o f  t h #  N a t l o n t lE r i c  H a m m o n d ,  g e n e r a l  s e e r # -  t a r y  a f  t h e  e l e c t r i d a n g "  u n i o n ,  t h e  E £ r r P U ,  f a i l e d  I n  •  1 3 »  h o u r  m a r a t h o n  T U C  G e n a r m I  C o u n c i l  m # # i i a g  o n  W # d n e # d a y  t o  c o n ­v i n c e  t h #  SO  o r  . s o  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  t h a t  h e  a n d  h i :  u n i o n  c o l l e a g u e s  h a d  b e ­h a v e d  t o w a r d s  N e w »  I n t r r m m .  t i o n a l  a s  t h e y  w o u l d  t o w a r d s  a n y  c o m p a n y .
T h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e y  h a d  n o t  c o l l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m p a n y  l o  s e c u r e  t h e  j o b s  a t  i t s  n e w  p l a n t s  a t  L o n d o n  a n d  W a p p i n g  n o r ­m a l l y  d o n e  b y  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s ;  t h a t  I h e i r  a r e a  o l B r i a K  i n  S o u t h a r p p t o n  a n d  G l a s g o w  h a d  n o t  c o n s p i r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m ­p a n y  e m p l o y m e n t  a g e n t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  <lr lo n o  v i n a l r -  u n i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t  a t  t h e  n e w  p l a n t s ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o » - ,  t e s t s  o f  ' h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s .M r  H a m m o n d  w a s  I h e r e  l o  w i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  c o n i e n  t i o i i  t h a t ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h #  p r i n t  u n i o n s  h a d  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  h i m  i n  t h e  p r e v i o ' . ; :  w e e k ,  h e  h a d  a  " c o m p l e t e  a n s w e r "  t o  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n « l  h i m  w h i c h  n o  r e a s o n a b l e  p e r -  
non c o u l d  f a i l  l o  l a k e  i n i o  a c c o u n t .M u c h  o l t h a t  a n s w e r  w a s  c o n t a i n e d  m  a  3 2 - p a s c  i l o c u -  m e n t .  w i ' h  1 6  a p p e n d i c e s ,w h i c h  l a i d  o u t  t h e  F K T P U  c a s e  a n d  M r  H a m m o n d  b e z a n  t h e  m e e t i n g  b y  t e l l i r v c  h i sc o l l e a g u e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s  w h o s e  c o m p l a i n t s  h a d  f o r c e dt h e  d e f e t x e  f r o m  h i m  w e r e  t h e m s e l v e s  m o r e  s i n n i n g  t h a n  s i n n e d  a g a i n s t :  t h e i r  b e h a v i o u r  i n  F l e e t  S t r e e t  h a d  s t o p p e d  t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e  a n d  h a d  f o r c e d  m a n a g e m e n t s  t o  t a k e  s u c hd r a s t i c  a c t i o n  a s  a t  W a p p i n g .A  c l u t c h  o f  r i g h t - w i n g  g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r i e s — M r  R o y  G r a n t h a m  o f  t h e  w h i t e  c o l l a r  u n i o n  A p e x .M r  A l a a t a i r  G r a h a m  o f  t t * e  C i v i l  a m d  P u b l i c  S e n d e e #  A s a o c i i t i o n .
J i m m y  K n a p p :  w a n t e dp r o l r r t  p r i n t  i t a f f  j e h s
n a t i o n a l  r e c r u i t e r s  t o  g e tK f T T P U  m e m b e r s  i n t o  t h ep l a n t s  . t o  b i -  t r a i n e d  a s  p r i n t e r s  a n d  t o  h e  p r i m e d  t o  c r o s . s  p i c k e t  l i n e s  t h e ,  F K T P U  s a i d  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  '  h a d  m e r e l y  h e l p e d  s u p p l y  l a t w u r  i n  t h e  n o r m a l  w a y .  h a d  a s s u m e d  t h e y  w o u l d  h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  n e w  m a c h i n e r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r i n t i n g  o n  i t  a n d  h a d  t a k e n  n o  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h em e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p l a n t s  o n c e  r e c r u i t i n g  w a s  o v e r  
T h e  r i g h t - w i n g  l e a d e r s  f o u n d  t h e r e  a u e r t i o n s  l u c r e d i b l e .  W h y  d i d  M r  0  H a n l o n  s i t  i n  o n  (T i#
1RMervlewa b e tw een  com pany  
ag en ts  and  hla n re m b e rs ' Did 
he no t w ish  to  m ak e  an  ag ree­
m en t w ith  (h e  com pany  w hich 
w as em ploy ing  hi» m e m b e r s ?  
Did th ey  IMH m en tio n  a sing le  n n i a *  n o  s tr ik e  d ea l?A n d  w h e n  t h e y  had s u p p l i e d  m e m b e r s  t o  W a p p i n g ,  w a s  i t  c r e d i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t h e n —  a s  t h e  u n i o n  c l a i m e d — l o s t  t r a c k  o f  t h e m ?  D i d  t h e y  n o t  
have— a  s a l l y  h e r e  f r o m  M r  G r a n t h a m  w h i c h  I n f u r i a t e d  M r  H a m m o n d — h a v e  a  m u c h  v a u n t e d  c o m p u t e r i s e d  m e m b e r ­
sh ip  s y s t e m  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  know w h e r e  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  
w ere  a t  a l l  t i m e s ?
T h e  F K T P U  l e a d e r  had *o 
en d u re  th is  th ro u g h o u t W e d n e s ­
day a fte rn o o n : s w d f e r l n g  from  a 
h e a v y  flu w hich  kep t him  from  
w ork  y es te rd ay , he grew  short 
tcm peri-d  and  d efen siv e  It 
b r c im e  qu ick ly  obvious th a t 
t h e r e  was no do u b t th e  union  
w ould b e  found  " g u ilty  " — and 
It was. on th e  m ain  co un ts o ' 
O 'ling  in a way d e tr im e n ta l  lo 
ih -  in te res t»  of th e  un io n  m o. i-  
m en t. and co n tra ry  to the  
d e c la red  p rin c ip le»  of co n g re» .
It was found th a t it had 
re fu sed  to n e g o tia te  jo in lly  
w ith  th e  o th e r  u n ions, jeo p a rd  
I'Cd th e  p ro sp ec t on an  ag ree ­
m en t w ith  th e  com pany, 
im p erilled  p rin t un ion  jobs, 
a ssis ted  th e  em ploym ent a g e n 's  
to  rec ru it  staff for p r in te r 's  
jobs, c o -o p e ra trd  in p roducing  a  
24-page su p p lem en t to  the  
S un d ay  T im es on J a n tia rv  9 
and  had  e n te re d  in to  an ' a g re e ­
m en t o r a rra n g e m e n t " w ith 
New s In te rn a tio n a lT h e  m a i n  p u rp o se  o f  t h e  I n s t r u c t l o a  t o  t h e  F K T P U  was t h a t  i t  s h e u l d  p u t  m o re  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  c o m p a n y  t o  f o r c e  i t  t o  c o m e  t o  a  n e g o f i a t e d  se ttle m e n t w i t h  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s .  I 'le e rlv . 
an o b v i o u s  w a y  o f  d e i n g  t h i s
4 * ® u W  b e  t*  ü M r s i c t  th #  E E T P U  t e d  " t o  l a f o r m  t h e i r  a n e r o b e n  t o  w i t h d r a w  I t a  l a e m b i a r a  f r o m  a t  t h #  W a p p i n g  a n d  G l a s g o w  W a p p i n g .  t h u s  r e a d e r l M  p r o -  s i t e s  o f  . N e w s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h a i  d u c t i o n  I m p o s a i b l e  j a i  t h e  E E T P U  m o « # f r s  a r e  e n g a g e d  c o m p a n y  d # a p « r a t c  for »  d e a l ,  o n  w o r k  t h a t  i s  ■ o r m a l l y  d o n e  B u t  t h e r e  w o r e  t w o  p r e b l e n &  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  e t h e r  p r i n t  o v e r  s u c h  a  r o u t e :  B r a t .  I t  w a r  u n i o n s  'j u d g e d  b y  t h e  T U C ' t  l a w y e r s  t o  M r  R a y  B u c k t o n  o f  t h e  t r a  n  « •  u n l a w f u l ,  a n d  s e c o n d ,  i t  d r i v e r s ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  M r  J i m m vw o u l d  p r o b a b l y  n o t  h a v e  w o r k e d  a n y w a y  ( “ e v e n  i f  t h e  w h o l e  F L r r P U  e a e e u t i v e  s t o o d  o n  I b e  p i c k e t  l i n e .  " a a l d  o n e  g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y .  " t h e r e  p e o p l e  w o u l d n ' t  c o m e  o u t  n o w " ) .
R o y  G r a n t h a m :  h a m m e r e d  a t  E E T P U  c a r e
T h e  f i r s t  o f  i h e » e  c o n s t r a i n t *  w a s  h t e  m a j o r  o n e  T h e  TUG h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t u r n e d  t t y  b a c k  o n  a d v e n t u r i s m ,  c a r e f u l  l o  k e e p  
I t s  a c t i o n s  a n d  w h e r e  p o s . ' i b l v  t t i o v e  o f  I t s  a f f i l i a t e s  o n  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a w  B u t  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  l e f t ,  s a w  t h a t  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h i s  r o u t e  c o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  T U C  t o  t h e  s a c k e d  p r i n t e r s  m i g h t  b e  c o m p r o m i s e d  — a n d  s t r u g g l e d  a g a i n s t  i t  I n  t h e  d r a f t  d i r e c t i v e  lo t h e  u n i o n  C i r c u l â t . ng a m o n g  t h e  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s ,  d i r e c t i o n  3  r e a d  t h a t  t h e  F K T P U  b e  i n s l r u c -
K n ap p  of th# ra ilw ay  w orker* 
p ropoaed  th a t it W  changed  m 
an in s tru c tio n  th a t E F T P I 
m em ber*  " re f ra in  from  u n d er 
tak in g  work n o rm a lly  d one  hi 
m em bers of o th e r  p rin t union* ' 
— in short, te llin g  the  un ion  m 
.stop I t s  m em bers from  crossing  
p icket line*, a co u rse  ju d g ed  
un law fu l bv th e  TUG law yer* 
In a vote th t  l . s w  was u p h eld  
by 13 to 14
T h e  Igti * loss ha* noi 
resu lte d  in  ro c n m in a iio n s  all 
s id e : a p p e ar lo believe th a t
th e  F F T P t h as  been  sev ere lv  
adm onished  and  th a t in 
in s tru c tin g  th e  e le c tn c ia n i  to 
n eg o tia te  jo in tly  w ith the 
o th e r  p rin t un ions and  not n 
sign scpgfM e d ea ls w ith the 
g ro u p  i h e f o  C has  put a ' ring  
fence " a ro u n d  W app ing  w hich 
will m ake a sin g le  un ion  deal 
im nossib le  
T he  obvious d a n g e r  fo r  the 
u n ions Is th a t,  u n less m ore 
p ressu re  can  conv ince Mr 
Itiiperi M urdoch. N ew s I n te r ­
n a tio n a l c lia irm an  to  com e 
hark  in the  n e g o tia tin g  tab le , 
th en  W apping  m ay rem a in  as 
.* n o n u n io n  red o u b t in itie 
h ea r; of n a tio n a l n e w sp ap e rs  
It I t  th a t I S  d e a r ly  p re fe rab le  
111 the  p n n t  union* , r a th e r  th a n  
hav ing  the  FK TPU  w hich th-v  
now reg a rd  a* a dangerou*  
p ird a lo r  o rg an is in g  th e  p lan t 
W hat th e  council ha» done is 
p ro d u ce  a fo rm u la  w hich bo th  
sid es  van accept b ecau se  
n e ith e r  side ha» won. It» weak 
ne»s is th a t it m ay have had 
to  tac itly  concede th a ' Mr 
M urdoch won.
The Tipies gives ultimatum to 12 rebel journalists
• r  H IU N  HA CU t. LABOUR STAFF
T lb 'ELV E Tim e# )e» n u lla> a  
wh* bave refuaeB  te  ge la  
H 'ap p iag  have been  w arned  
th a t I bey c#*ald face diam iaaal 
If I bey ba*e a a t rep a r te d  fa r  w e e k  a l  th e  new p taX  by 
f  e b ru a ry  I*.
The w analng  ram e  In a  
le t te r  frwm Mr (.'harlea 
W llsen . lb#  p a p e r  # e d ile r .  In 
w bieh h r  u rg ed  Ibe Je u ra a lis ta  
te  "thiafc very  c a re fu lly  about 
lb#  like ly  caam aqaeireea of 
ao< asak lag  lb#  laove.
Ne alee  te lle  tire 12 t W  
I bey a rc  a a a p e a d fd  w ithou t
pay u a ti l  th ey  re p o r t  f* 
M ap p in g  and  th a t  If th ev  
have not done to  hy th e  d e a d ­
line  set he " c a n a e t  ru le  out 
iliam iaH l."
It la u n d e ra leo d  th a t  th e  
Jourirellata have a lready  h e rn  
paid fee th is  motMh.
Yealerdajr. th e  N ationa l 
U nion  of Jo u ra a l la ta  —  w hich 
has  d e c la red  an  oBlcial d iv  
p e te  w llh  N ew s la te rn a t le o a l  
a v e r  Ibe aack lag  o f f a a r  S an  
)oaraallBi<v--#at«fbi i*  t ig h te n  
n p  a n  "  aaee a llg b ila g  "  by 
p eap i#  w ba  a re  w o rk in g  at 
W apping .
U nien  elRelal# on F leet 
S tre e t paper#  h ave  been  to ld  
lo  e f u o r r  th a t re p o r te ra  and  
sub-ed ito r#  w h* a re  defy ing  
th e  u a io a 's  Im etrn rile#  n o t  to 
go to  y ap p in g  a re  o a t  given 
sh if tw o rk  o n  t it le s  o u tside  ih e  
g roup.
A m an d a te r*  eb ap el (efllce 
b ran ch  I m ee tin g  e f  Son 
jo u rn a lis ts  now w o rk ing  at 
W app ing . ca lled  hy tire N U J s 
n a tio n a l e a o e u th e .  was 
a tte n d e d  hy on ly  10 nrem bera 
yeaterdny .
M eanw hile , a b o u t 120 nrem ­
bera  of th e  Sogat #2 cleefcnl
branch  w ho have defied th e i r  
un io n 's  s tr ik e  call face e x p u l­
sion fro m  Ibe u n io n  n ex t 
week. T hey have h e ro  s u m ­
m oned lo ex p la in  Ih c tn re lv es  
before Ibe b ran ch  co m m lllee .
Some of th e  m em b ers  are  
working al th e  offices In G rays 
Inn  Rood and R ouverte  S tre e t 
— bal m ore  th an  20 a re  now 
working a t W app ing . E a r lie r  
th is  w eek, they  w ere  to ld  by- 
News In te rn a tio n a l  a ta n a g e rs  
th a t tbeji w onid  be w ork in g  
a  fioo-dap w eek  N oiend of tire 
a*no-day fo rtn ig h t a g re e d  
w ith  Sogat a t Ik# tw o fo rm e r
p r in tin g  s ites .
T he  N a tio n a l G gapbleal 
A ssociation  Is to  tak a  d is ­
c ip linary  ac tion  ag a in s t rev en  
m em b ers  know n lo be w ork 
ing al W ap p tn g . T h ey  a re  
likely l o  be ex p e lled .
A large tu rn  out o f Bogai 
and N t . A  m em b e rs  is 
expected  o u ts id e  th e  W apping  
p lan t tom orrow  n ig h t. \  
w om an 's  m arch  —  o rg an ised  
by S o g a t  and b ack ed  by the 
NGA — Is re h e d n le d  lo leave 
T o w er m i l  and  m ove dow n 
to w ard s  th e  fo rtif ied  p lan t on 
S a in rd a y  e v en in g .
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(ÿm&ider Üui aet of A dispuie breaks out lumoàs over membRÎ*foj( ieprescntatiott in Uni /rfo ttfwflHiper indttitry. - 'Tte,/ tfttejrvenc» on behaif o f diué !umot^ an& under threat e f  Mon. from CoognMa, the t down btrio f beotjudfo^Rgacbing member*. - 
The protaioaista m the h*w8a the, dectriaans union
coavuls^the TU C  But .this, lift row #w  has led Uilboi one that KM place mOfévcars ago/s with the - __Electronic, Telecommuàicatibé
Cnion dock -  roles that hat& been reversed.
The legacy of that diipute bSnsrC Soijat's initial retusai to hatKl 6 ^ 7 ;6^j Heel Street electricians wh6M$4 decided «o leave ± e  E E T B U ^ '[evident tv**aay as newspaper pnetors. r.oubiy Rupert Murwh%>Ü laxid Eddy Shan, tp/ *o make 19S6. ti!  ^ y rir mat the pnnt union** irob’t [grip on 'heir ooerauoos ia Anally :pnsec oncn.
h« . eicctriciass have become/ increi^iingiy -soiaicd ;n the labour/ movement, even political ktfdT; infilustriai allies of Sric Hammond,/ tne union's general secretary, .'mjo;Incoming cndcai.jiad inc qucstian,'%; beicg ;is«cd m rccr«X month*‘*.\re ;ncy tnxng io eet themselvt».'/ x;ckcd out of the Tl.'C?” .
ffîarr.mond is urr.quivocal io tmi ;r ciy tn a f ' luy nthirhc-csn .'or !i to i-emain there -  but* not a tijjy  price. .Vithou*h the uaiOT,"'ilhas been criticized <br establishiiig_r%!.......
the breakaway Union ^  /.^Hamowad: amxlomx tb stay»Democratic Mineworkers. the issUe i i  '■ Ô t b a t  odt at Any prka that promises ;o stretch straincü _ L, : : /  .reiatiors svith the 'TUC to yreakipz N ew sk te i^ tip aa l 
pom* is Murdoch's new £70 millioh' ■ *2!-
m .
[kl ■bcrt/
',e wants the EETPU lb %  Mth n the TUC and will do iÛf . ~
%çh.WUiiK#wmWagW ;
A b  iW wttiptt,
k W  W a n c m W  . %oifEoW*y^.#ddÎ p«Tbap* Vchiiitoi'but ilroiJd. i» % e - lo n g - t t^"‘ bcbéflt the union moVemeoi and U*
;|with th t . break iway miner»’ union,. -’wfaith ti oniikew to  be recognized by z the TUC and  tous the Labour Party, j " i t  also a causej o f  some'anguish in -t the Jafooar m ovtm cat,, but a* the • criticism i* bgiag. Jed by Arthur j . -Scaigill, Hammond can expect more U support wjithtnj the. TUC .on that T issue. Sdnû/meanbeni o f the general >.*council bdieve} that eyrfoatually the ri.UDM / will^ oMc bo Tscc^ ized ;-smd one wiy bang «ù^ested »  for it
^  deby thai plans jçxisi lbr such a link- ' C «p . might makesnore sense if  ihe JEcTPU was to be TfÀKpelled from: th^TTUO and if it /  viried to. establish ââ alternative .of umon' -influence. - The ’ tj p r to p ^ ^ -o f  such a  developm ent,, *^*pwri:motc. ■ e t - wake of the miners’ ;
frçtion. agatnst including suspension < the deal exclude* others strong New* Internationa)
movement. Outright i&fiânçai': «
pnntmg plant ,d "‘Vapping in east Lcîiaoc. ;;
Ciughi union îcaücn on the hop -  and was v:c3 oy dicsj as the 
throwing aown o f a gauntlet, a challenge they wijj have to meet. ■
EETPU -txccuuvc, which ts Xcnt headquarters îomoîTow. hisA iireadv indicated that ;i
employers hi'Vtpany hto: how -aWe to .secure itoat guamatoe yi todwtrW 'J5to%t \i* otto of the last
,ae nt«ts *i
tHs no obiecuon ia principleinA .-.i
it .was' a choice of a deal Murdoch or slaying ipside th'e he ; would recommend , ^ tbè! "Y course to his executive.- /That in itself may aufBcie^ There is talk o f grq^ngY tension among the leadertoippfrhe dectrtciahs’ tmion, and Atntrn&hd rhimselfjoke* toàt contoatod «tolhis
whether
, , ,  _     ^Jo rhe <;nd üt agirtrr-cnt Murdoch;!*//executivehC'isa pacifist tmvmh%he ^  ^  She! tofiueqcee%toe prtoi ftoiosu la-  V ara.jv oiamna. no-*trike TUC. Some obaervm» b^teye Jh a t ^  ^Thete am ap t pmuby peopleHic uiion wiil be deddiag tbeip -jfiay. be many # f t # . w ^  i n  ' to ':,take/ xpottoy Oiat the•t mould reopen atga- toe je#L la  partiadar:; toetol%are incident à puûniitÿ '^ o to f io n  ia 6 #  xtewattoper tndua-luMens with M jrdoch’* News ‘ thought to be some on the exeptfive . T b f ^ ^ ^  genetol coùncd hitohAkm #11 b# achiavod wifimut.. Wood Jni^ariocai. p T  wfio would like see aa end to  finh* js**6n%hl to» suspend Sogâi^jçf it Wtogspm. " . ' r " --iiie ,.'thcr pr nt unions are , # t h  a ’’collaborationisl” Copgpas tcootiôûedidefiing wdora to tè tw a ..T%^ out&y ri labour carrespondeni oppovd IO the concilions sought by House "bureaucracy, which atgnd* the left-led Fleet Street ekctridans* ! iqfTbeTime*. .,. " i■ ^  I I I I  [___ '___   * I ■
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INTERNATIONAL'S
UWwWRw
i b e  bfcADCRS yMt«nJay Q rm  uacttoned untons SPP)T*1%  to  Ol# O w erow ent to r  puhNe m om v w» fumd in jenu l
h m  . coBunnte#épftine « cmOdcoUil policy |w p«r which ■Uow* toipns^io 
t t k B  Govnnuncat H o o c y  w M e r  . JaaployBWttt Act.
( h ô w  It iM ltts they should do
. i W  decWoo, whith will bo .«BdoTSod ix e r  this month by tho tttU TUC GcnertI Council.Is Hkely to cleor tho way for j x p w ss o m e  u n i o n s  t o  s e e k  f u n d s ,  i n  j a n n o u n c e m e n t  y e s t e r d i y  t o  t h o  t h o  w « k «  o f  t h e  o p p l t c i t i o n *  i p f t n t  u n i o n s  o f  a  t h r e e - w e e k  f r o m  t h e  e l e c t r i c i a n s '  u n i o n ,  t d e a d l i n e  f o r  I h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
( h e  E E T P U .  a n d  t h e  I i t s  r e v i s e d  o f f e r  t o  s e t t l e  t h ei n n  w o r l t e r » ’ u n i o A  I h e  A U E W .  W a p p i n g  d i s p u t e ,  w h i c h  i n  U n i o n s  e x p e c t e d  t o  a p p l y  . d u d e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a y m e n t s  I n c l u d e  t h e  w h i t e - c o l l a r  u n i o n s ,  , o f f e r  o f  i t s  C r a y ' s  I n nA S T M S  a n d  t h e  E n g i n e e r s ’ a n d   ^ R o a d  p l a n t ,  i n j e c t s  a  n e w  M a n a g e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  , ^ o s e  o f  u r g e n c y  i n t o  t h e  f l a c -  b u i l d i n g  w o r k e r s '  u n i o n ,  U c a t t .  . j , , „ g  s t r i k e ,  a n d  t h e  a i r l i n e  p i l o t s '  u n i o n .  1 rr o h l e o i a t i c  e n o u g h  f o r  t h e
B a l p a .  '  u n i o n s ;  b u t  m o r e  %o c i v e n  t h a tA t  a  s p e c i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  t w  j , j , e  u n i o n s  t h e m s e t s e s  m a d e  t h e  i s s u e  U s t  m o n t h ,  T U C  , f u r t h e r  w g n i i t t  a n t  c o n c e s s i o n s  l e a d e r s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  a g r e e  i j h ,  c o m p a n y ,  w h i c h  m e t  a  t h a t  t h e  u n i o n s ’ p o l i c y  o f  c o m -  , r e s p o n . r e .p l e t e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k i n g  ■ u n i o n s  t a b l e d  a  c o n -m o n e y ,  d e c i d e d  a t  a i t  e a r l i e r  i d o c u m e n t .  N e w s  I n t e r -s p e c i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  W e m b l e y  i n a t i o n a l — R e v i s e d  O u t l i n e  P r o -  t o  1 9 W -  s h o u l d  b e  a b t n d o i ^ .  j p o s a i s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  o u t c o m e  
® * * î. I o f  •  s e r i e s  o f  s e c r e t i v e  i n f o r m a lw a s  l i t t l e  w i l l  t o  t a k e  . t a l k s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s i d e s
u S “ hlch“ * to d “  s u * ^ f u l l y  ja p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  m o n e y .  M u c h  o f  t h e  u n i o n s  p r o p o s a lT h e  c o m m i t t e e  d e c i d e d  i s  s i m i l a r  l o  t h a t  p u t  f o r w a r d  a t
" M S - ï Æ . . . »  1
w o u l d  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  r a d i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s ,  w h i c h  a r c  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o ft h e  s i n k e - f T e e  d e a l s  s i g n e d  b yt h e  e l e c t r i c i a n s '  u n i o n ,  t h e  E E P T U .  a n d  o t h e r  u n i o n s .B u t  I h e  d o c u m e n t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  u n i o n s '  o r i g i n a l  p r o -
IT  M V »  THOMM LABOUR S PP
THB WARDIAN has éTrawn whatsoeswr’*-'un til tho p m  The ____ _______ _____hp a t i n t  legally-htnding agree- cedurea laid down In the agree- the agreement for resolving*** unions which meni are exhausted. disputes Is a four stage one.K w d  rale out industrial Industrial action la luier- culminating in arbitrauon b y’2*»?* before the end of an preted to mean ’’any strike, tin outside person, etaiiorate procedure. , alOMtHtc- go-slow work-toeule. , The arbitrator would have to
,  V The draft agreement Is part '" PJ^bjUn* or the W ding  of any decide ’.’ in favour of one of the 
o r A package, the outiloes a( E ! ? ” ”/  - during vorfong parties. The arbitrator shall which were announced In Feb- T"* prohtoUion ttf have no power to make aruary and which Include# a :  during working h d tm , compromise award."propped pay rl$e of 9A per ' ’^ ' 4  rule out the..traditional T h u  is " pendulum arbt- ceoi this year and no further P * ^ l Industry (acrid of hcdding fration" — the strike-substltute
••"-V'TVVsi*"’::. -V-.u-:'" " ,  ;•Pnnters make concessions
the idea of giving unions formal guidelines on applying for money, arguing that there ia llltle it could say beyond its cautionary note about Independence.
Union leader# coosidrred allength a paper from TUC ____ __ ___________
officials which is an outline of j p o M i s  jn two important areas a prelimiMry draft of pro- i union recognition, the nob posais to be agreed with Ihe of the dispute; and on staffing Labour Party on employment ; ,Ml recruitment, legislation. The committee ■ The paper proposes a solu- agreed that the document i tion. unprecedented in national should be tabled at next week's i newspapers; the establishment TUC-Labour Party liaison con^ I of a body csIImI tho News Inter- Bittee for consideration. I national: National Joint Com-
Philip Basselt on a
new sense of 
urgency in the 
Wapping dispute
m i U c e  ( N I N . ) C ) ,  c o v e r i n g  a l l  f o u r  p n  d u n  i o n  u n i o n s  ( t h e  p r i n t  u n i i i n . , .  S o g a t  a n d  H i e  - V G A .  I  t i e  e n g i n e e r i n g  w u r k e r a '  u n i o n .  A ü h v \ ,  a n d  t h e  h t l  P U )  w h i c i i  w o u l d  c o v e r  a l l  t h e  t o m -  p a n y ’a  U K  n a t i o n a l  n e w s p a p e r  
p l a n t s — t h o s e  n o w  I n  u s e .  a n d  a n y  b r o u g h t  i n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
T h e  b o d y  w o u l d  h a v e  s o l e  n e g o t i a t i o R  r i g h t s  w i t h  t h e  c o m -  p a n y .  I t  w o u l d  a i m  lo n e g o i i s U i  a n n u a l l y  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a g r e e m e n t  c o v e r i n g  e m p l o y e e  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d ­i n g  p a y
t h e i r  s c o p e  t o  w h a t  w o u l d  h e  j o i n t l y  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m p a n y ;  t h e .  n e w  d o n i t n e n i  a b a n d o n #  t h e  c h a p e l  a s  a n  e n t i t y .T h e  u n i o n s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
i n d i v i d u a l  g r i e v a n c e s  s h o u l d  h e  d e a l t  w i l h .  t h o u g h ,  h y  I n d i v i d u a l  i i n u i t v s  a n d / o r  t h e  N l V . ’ r  a t  l o c a l  J c v e i .  T h e y  s l a t e  s o e c i f i r -  a l l y  i h a i  i l i p f "  w i i !  t e  n o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  i l u -  c o n i n a i i y  a t  a n y  o t h e r  l e t  e l
l * n  . s l a t h t i "  a m i  i i T r i i M r n f i ' l ,  n o r m a l  p n c t i i  e  m  t r a d i t i o n a l  M e e t  S i n  c l  p a p e r s  i ,  f o r  ' h e  c o n t r o l  o f  th < -  s u p p l y  o f  p r o ­d u c t i o n  l a b o u r  t o  h e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  h a r d s  o f  t h e  i i n i o n y  o r .  m o r e  s p e c i f f c a l l y .  i h e i r  L o n d o n  r e g i o n a l  o f f ic e s .  T h e y ,  i n  c f l t T i .  d i c t a t e  n e w s p a p e r s '  m a n n i n g  l e v c U .I n  t h e  u n i o n s '  o r i g i n a l  ? r o -  p o s a i » .  I h i s  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  w a t e r e d  d o w n ;  s t a f f i n g  s h o u l dT h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  i s  b f  d e t e r m i n e d  "  b v  i h e  c o n i p . i n yt w o f o l d .  F i r s t .  I t  1»  i h e  c l o s e s t  t h e  u n i o n s  c a n  c o m e  t o  a  M n g l e - u n i o n  d e a l  w i t h  N e w s  I n t e r n a l i o o a l  —  b a n n e d  b y  t h e  T U C .  b u t  w h i c h  I h e  c o m p a n y  w o u l d  p r e f e r —  a n d  s t i l l  i n v o l v e  s e v e r a l  u n i o n s .S e c o n d  I I  m a k e s  c l e a r  t h a t  I h e  u n i o n s  w o u l d  n o t  h e  r e c o g n i s e d  a t  W a p p i n g :  “  W e  w i s h  t o  s t r e s s  t h a t  t h e  r e c o g ­n i t i o n  r i g h t *  w o u l d  b e  v e t t e d  i n  t h e  .N 'L N 'J C .  n o t  m d l v i d o a l  u n i o n s .  ” I t  s a y » .
T hu  formula, then, offers something to both sides; recog­nition without recognition, a presence in Wapping but at one remove.
Further, the proposal* drop the unions’ demand for formal chapels (union office branches) which have been the mainstay of Fleet Street union structure. The original proposals limited
in  i-on.-iiHatinn ,ind i s r e c m i’n l 
w ith  th o  iin tonc. ' d raw in g  f i  
ap p lican t*  .siippliod hv  u n io n  
branch» <. w i t h  d 'tT oronrf * n . -  
tw o rn  th e  f.-nmranv an d  ' h e  
union» b o m s rc l'c -r , r| to  b i n d ­
in g  a rb itrs t io n .
I n  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  y c v m . i y .  a l l  i h i *  h a *  g o n e .  L i k e  m .tn v  o f  t h e  u n i o n s '  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l * ,  t h i s  I* a  h i g  c o n r e s s i n n .  a d e c i s i v e  s h i f t  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e * .  R u t  a g a i n ,  l i k e  m a n v  o f  t h e  O r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l * ,  i t  m a y  b e  l o o  l i t t l e  t o o  l a t e .
I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  c o m p a n y  m a n . i -  J t e r s  s a y  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  e a s i l y  a c c e p t  t h e  u n i o n s  r e v i s e d  p r o ­p o s a l s .  N o t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  i n  t h e  o f f e r  o f  t h e  G r a y ' s  I n n  R n . i d  p l a n t  t h r e w  t h e  o n u s  ol r e s p o n s e  o n  t o  t h e  u n i o n s .  U n n e r v e d  h y  I t .  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  r e a l l y  r e s p o n d e d .  Y e s t e r d a y ' s  d e a d l i n e  m e a n s  t h e y  w i l l  h . * v o  t o .
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Willis discusses strategy with Sogat leaders
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tow* site* and drmr the ir I t 's t reewrini resist and reject those who tion aiK
S r  N fU N  HAGUE. LABOUB ETAff
P R I N T  o n l o o  l e a d e r #  a r e  b o l d -  t o *  t o f o m t a i  t a l k ;  w i t h  M r  N o r m a n  W l l l i s .  T U C  l e a e r a t  • « O T t a r T .  0 *  a r r a f e f v  i n  t h e  2 0 -  w w k  d t o p u t o  w i t h  N e w *  I n t e r -  n t H a f l i l  f o l l o w i n g  l a o t  w e e k ' s  M M s n b a r t f a i p  b a l l o t  r r j e e t t o n  o f  t h e  c M i p o n j ' a  f i n a l  o f f e r .- Tho t a l k s  a r e  t a k m g  p l a c e  I n  S M r b o r o t t g h — w h e r e  t h e  l a r f c a t  p r i n t  u n i o o .  S o g a t  • « a .  i t  b o l d i n e  O #  b t e m n i a l  c o o f e r e n c e — a n d  p r é c é d é  a  m e e f l n g  i w t t  w e e k  o f  ( b o  TUC* p r r o t i n g  i n d u s t r y  r o n w n l t t e e .  w h i c l i  w i l l  e x a m i n e  w t t h  a l l  t h e  p r i n t  u n i o n * ,  i n -  f t o d l n g  t h e  E E T P U  e l c r t r K i a n s ,  t h e  e h a a r e *  f o r  c o a n n u i n g  t h e  d i e p u l r .M r  W i l l i s  i s  d u e  t o  a d d r e w i  t h e  c o o f e r e n c e  t o d a y  a f t e r  ( t i e  u n i o n  h o l d s  i t s  o w n  d e b a t e  o n
f a e r i e # .  t o  w h i c h  I x w i d o n  b r a n c h e #  w i l l  t r y  t o  w i n  T h e  b a c k i n g  o f  d e l e g a t e s  f o r  a n  i n -  t e n a t f i c a t t o n  f o  t h e  d i s p u t e .H o w e v e r ,  S o g a t ' s  n a t i o n a l  l e t d e r t r t i i p  w i l l  s e e k  a p p r o v a l  f o r  i t s  s e v e n  p o i n t  e m e r g e n c y  r e s o l u t i o n  o n  T h e  d i s p u t e ,  w h i c h  s t r e s s e s  t h a t  T h e  u n i o n ' *  e x e c u ­t i v e  s h o u l d  h a v e  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s j -  b i l t t y  f o r  Its c o n d u c t  a n d  t a c i t l y  r e j e c t s  m o r e s  T h a t  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  a n o f h e r  s e q u e s t r a t i o n  o f  ( t i e  u n i o n ' *  a a a e t s .  s e i z e d  e a r l i e r  f o r  c o n t e m p t  o f  c o u r t .M r  N e i l  K i n n o c k .  t h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y  l e w d e r .  p r a i s e d  t h e  "  s t e a d f a s t n c M  “  o f  S o g a t  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  w h e n  h e  s p o k e  t o  t h e  u n i o n ' s  c o n f e r e n c e"  f  s u p p o r t  y o u r  m e m t i e r *  w  h o  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  a  p r e s e n c e  a t
th a v e  c o m e  f r o m  o i i o e l e  i l i a  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  t r a d e  i m t o n i v m  a n d  t r i e d  t o  d e f a m . *  t h i s  m o v e ­m e n t  w ith  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  v i o l e  n e t -  ' 'H e  p r a i s e d  t h e  u n i o n ' . *  l e a d e r ­s h i p  f n r  t t i e i r  "  r i e a d i n e s . *  a n d  p e r s i s t e n t  u s e  o f  r e a s o n  "  a n d  s i n g l e d  o u t  M s  B r e n d a  D e a n  f o r  h e r  r o l e  I n  w i n n i n g  p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c a u s e .  H e  s a i d  s h e  w a s  a  "  v a l u e d  a s s e t  " t o  I h e  w h o l e  m o v e m e n t .
H e sa id  t h a t  L a b o u r  a n d  t h e  u n i o n *  w o u l d  w o r k  l o g e i h e r  l o  p r o v i d e  p o s i t i v e  r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  o r g a n  I s a  H o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o f  j o i n i n g ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  d e c i s i o n s ,  v o t i n g  i n  d i - p u t e s .
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